Dr Jean V Leyendekkers 153 Gannons rd, CARINGBAH NSW 2229

Ph (02) 9523 2181

2nd February, 2014

| ]

Dzar Marian Pate,

I have:: lived in the Sutherland Shire for most of my life and in every
respect the Shire is my HOME (sweet Home), as it is for many thousands
of residents.

For the last twenty-five years I have been involved in Residents'
Groups. I started the first Precinct in the Shire (South Caringbah)
and was co-founder of CROSS (Combined Residents of the Sutherland
Shire) incorporating Precincts and Groups. I have been a Bushcarer
for all that time (see copy Leader article attached). As well, I have
frequently been a witness for Council in the Land & Environment Court.
Thus, I can, with some confidence, assure you that the draft LEP under
review has the potential (via excessive high rise, rezonings and
increased FSR but drastically reduced landscaping )to devastate and
destroy the character of our beautiful Shire.

What makes it worse is that such excessive overdevelopment is
completely unnecessary.

If one visualises this great continctait/island of Australia
then Sydney is just a small dot on the east coast. With a population
close to 5 million (Bureau of Statistics) it has nearly 22% of the
total population of Australia (23 million). Why should such a
relatively tiny area with National Parks on both sides and a small
mountain range at the back have such a massive populati:w.g;on? Ten years

ago the former Premier of NSW, Hon. Bob Carr said: " SYDNEY IS

FULL!". and he was so right. [{ vl !

—




Herewith then my submission to your Enquiry.

In my long experience of LEPs I know that the majority of residents

will not have the time nor the aptitude to submit to+t}hy Enquiry. Many /:

have already submitted to the 1lst draft. However, since late 2012

many have managed a letter to the Leader, being very concerned at what

could happen to the Shire.

I sincerely hope that you will take their "silent voices" into
2003 — 20 (%

account (see copies of letters and articleékpublished in the St George

and Sutherland Shire LEADE%};

As well, I believe that such information should help you and your

colleagues in your very difficult task. After all you are rather like

detectives, seeking the truth, so that extra data should be of help to

you.

I ask: Can such excessive overdevelopment be appropriate in view of

the unique leafy and bushland character of the Shire and extensive

objections from the resident§ (as clear from their letters). As well,

the high population of Sydney (22% of total Australian population).

. 2N
must surely be considered i% one ig considering the approp. riateness

of the draft ~[EP.

Yours sincerely,

p.s Enclosed are my previous and currenf'concerns regarding the draft

LEP.
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Growing trend: Sutherland Sire has more bushcare volunteers than a

{

in free labour. Pictured are Michael, Lorraine, Steve, Alan, Jean, Bill and Peter,

By Jim Gainsford

SUTHERLAND Shire had the highest number
of regular bushcare volunteers in the greater
Sydney region, a survey has revealed.

The shire's 884 bushcare volunteers donated
24,216 hours of their time last year, represent-
ing an estimated $726,000 in value.

Their efforts are part of a growing trend in

bushcare volunteering,
The annual bushcare survey by the NSW
Catchment  Management  Authority

Hawkesbury-Nepean found that in 2012, the

BUSHCARE VOLUNTEERS |

To be involved go to the council’s website:
www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/Environment/
Bushcare, contact the council's Bushcare unit
on 9524 5672, email Bushcare@ssc,nsw.gov.au
ortake @ look at Bushcare's Facebook page.

number of people involved in environmental
volunteering activities in the Sydney region
increased by 54 per cent from 2009 to 2012.

In 2012, 27,971 volunteers and 61 organisa-

ke

ny other part of Sydney, volunteering almost 25,000 hours and providing more than $700,00(

Plcture: John Veag

tions supported and managed volunteer pro
grams across greater Sydney. The voluntee
efforts represent an estimated value o

© $5.96 million to Sydney in one year alone.

Sutherland Shire mayor Kent Johns said h
was impressed by the many civic-mindes
people who took time to ensure local bush
land reserves remain in good condition.

B Are you a

bu‘sh%:n:? Have your say a
voluntee: = »

Whyyou do it? theleader.com.au
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Submission from Dr Jean Leyendekkers, 153 Gannons rd Caringbah 2229
File No. LP/03/79340
Phz(02) 9523 2181

September 1, 2013

AMENDED DRAFT SUTHERLAND SHIRE LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN

SPECIAL NOTE:

(1) My main concern is Landscaping and Floor~Spacejfatios~proposed endanger
the tree canopy and shrubbery (leafiness) of the %}re.
v

(2) staff Report p45 Chap 8 ‘
SITE COVERAGE: (i, 1,2,3) and IT 1 strongly urge you to adopt this clause.

G EIINGE R AT

The Staff Report on the LEP 2013 consideredd "the results of the public
exhibition and consultation with public authorities." (29/7/2013 CCLO04-
14 File No LP/03/638669)

"significant changes were proposed in response to the submissions
received." This is why the draft plan is being re-exhibited before i%is
referred to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.

I should like to know why the Council did not really consider and debate
the excellent Staff Report?! It seems very offhand and undemocratic. The
2131 residents who submitted seem not to have been taken any notice of.

Your Mayoral Minute seems only to exacerbate the overdevelopment residents
were particularly concerned aboudr,

|
Your Officers' Report points out the key issues:
(i.e. those submitted by the most number of residents)
(1) Proposed zoning changes, (2) multi-dwelling development, (3) Housing
Strategy and I think (4) FSR and landscaping should be added.
SIGNIFICANTLY: many residents considered the plan "does not preserve the
Shire's amenity, lifestyle of residents (massive flat increase) or
sufficiently protect the natural environment."

In the Mayoral Minute it was merely staf}éd that the Council's priority is
to focus on Centres and not increase densities in our traditional
neighbourhood e@reas of lower density.. But this priority cannot be met as
the lowwer density areas will be blighted by continuing multi-dwelling
development which, with the inadequate codes for landscaping (in some cases
reduced from 55% to 35%) and large increases in floor space ratios.

WHY WAS THIS NOT SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED.' AND DEBATED?

These are important resident-concerns!

After all, in the Mayoral Minute it says "Council must listen to the needs
and aspirations of its residents"



b

Then why weren't the submissions actually considered and debated in
Council?

Pro-development residents are obviously in the minority (Table pp4-9 Staff
Report).

It is a sure way to destroy an area (over-development) and the more
intelligent residents realise this. One cannot increase the population for
ever and ever.

YET the emphasis by the Council seems to be on accommodating
pro-development residents and the developer lobby.
It is ironic that "The consultation carried out for the exhibited LEP was
in excess of the requirements" So what was the point when the residents'
views were not really consid™ered or deiffated.?"

Another point of concern in the Mayoral Minute is that the Deparatment of
Planning and Infrastructure can apparently "make &hanges that do not need
to be referred back to Council"

MAIN CONCERNS.
One of my very strong concerns is to the small landscaping area in R2 and E.
(i.e. 35%) This should be at least 45-50%. (previously 55% 3llowed tree
canopy and shrubbiness (i.e. leafy environments) to be protectTed.
As well, 30% in R3, which will probably have dominantly multi-dwelling
developments is completely inadequate. Even in R; deep planting as a
screening effect will be difficult to achieve with such paltry landscaping.
The same concerns apply to FSR increases that will be very damaging to the
environment. &
The ecouragement of smaller lot sizes, dual occupancies in low and medium
density areas will accelerate tree canopy and shrubbery loss. In other
words, the protection of the Shire's unique environmental assets is
entirely inadequate.
2. Mayoral Minute: p 16 item 22 Chap 37: Waratah Park and Miranda RSL
developmehﬁ 5
The Miranda RSL is to be "invited" to proceed with their concept as a
"stand-alone planning proposal"
The big question here is the fate of the 1300 m of public land (actually
bwshland - there is a sign indicating that Bushcare has been active there)
The area should be deletT=d from any development considerations It would
be very foolish if the RSL were allowed to make a planning proposal
including this oublic land. The issue should be dealt with before the RSL
submit their ?:t“ PUBLIC ILANI? SHOULD NOT BE DEVELOPLED FOR PRIVATE GAIN
AND COMMUNITY LOSS.
I note that in the Staff Report (p27) it says "Waratah retains its zone as
Public Recreation' (no mention of bushland)' There still seems confusion re
this, e.g. height and density controls - have these exhibited controls been
removed as recommended by staff??

3. p23 Mayoral Minute: 43 (xxvi) I am concerned that this increase in FSR
will result in tree loss. Safeguards should be included as deep planting
is so important with su "ch intrusive developments.




4. The Staff Report p 45 Chap 8 FSR and Landscaped area recommends a
clause be added

XX Site Coverage i (1,2,3) and ii. I strongly support this addition to
complement the FSR and landscaping controls.

5.Has the Council properly assessed the importance of TABLES on pp4-

9 of the Staff Report??

The overwhelming numbers are against the proposed LEP 2013. This should be
of grave concern to Council yet the proposed changes for above (Mayoral
Minute) often seem to fav our the "for" columns.

A common conclusion in the Staff Report is that submissions are noted but
they are ignored because of the constraints imposed by the State's

Metropolitan Plan and market expectationg;
Why then bother to ask the residents what THEY WANT?

THIS IS NOT DEMOCRATIC!!



FP\M'“’\ By Qoo— layendeliiers

SUBMLISSION TO THE SSLEP 2013

To put things in perspective:

The Liberals have a majority in the Council. This does not mean they have a
mandate. There is nothing in their pre-election literature about the massive
overdevelopment that the above document sets out.

They have a majority in the Council because we have THE WORST FEDERAL

A ———————r e

GOVERNMENT IN OUR HISTORY. Julia Gillard, in effect, gave you that majority

P

(no mandate).
However, being a conservative, I have faith in the Liberal Party. I appeal
to each Councillor (Crs Towell and Blight should be supported - this is Local

Government). Do not destroy the Shire, do not destroy Local Government.

Underlying emphasis of LEP;fﬁ

The key phrase in the LEP is:

"TO BETTER REFLECT THE OBJECTIVES OF THE STANDARD INSTRUMENT" i.e. the State
Planning instrument.

Instead, this should be TO BETTER REFLECT THE WISHES OF THE SHIRE RESIDENTS.
In effect you are meekly giving up your powers as Councillors. This means
you are not representing the residents of the Shire!

How could you sell us out so shabbily?

Analysing the LEP

I am a doctor of Science (Sydney Univ) and am used to analysing data. I

found the pIresentation of the LEP very p ¢ ¥
{

E

How can an average resident adequately cover the huge, often obscure volume
of information?

In this respect, I refer Councillors to the LEP 2006. This was beautifully
presented and clear. It is a tribute to the Council Staff. It seems that
the State Planners were largely responsible for the above LEP. If so it

shows how giving up your power to the State can result in a decline in
Cori/iee< o

//%.Q,éa 7

4!



LEP "SPIN"
Let's look at some favorite phrases:

étprotect and enhance local biodiversity"

" Endeavour to protect"

With massive increase in density in all areas, via units multi-dwellings,
dual occupancy, backyard open to all sorts of development, increased FSR and
decrease in landscaping,, block size decrease, frontage decrease and so on.
How can your "motherhood" statement ever be true??
Our wonderful tree canopy, understory, gardens, bushland will all be horribly
impacted.
There is just no REAL protection of these precious features of the Shire in
your LEP.

EMPHASIS OF LEF,

The aims and inevitable consequences are summarised by the following:
"facilitated housing strategy"

"greater floor space ratios require greater height"

"Flexibility" (puts SEPP 3 in the shade)
"Development potential"
"Tow"
density - "zone allows for a variety of housing types and lot size"
A new definition of "low" perhaps.
"to meet the needs of the community and residents"
"emphasis is on increase in supply of dwellings"

These are a frightening collection - almost "threats"

URGENT REVISION R SQUIRED.

(1) The floor space ratio SHOULD NOT BE INCREASED.

(2) LANDSCAPING SHOULD NOT BE DECREASED as you intend.



Cop

These two restrictions on development set the whole tone of the Shire's
environment. c.k&ﬁvgés s Yhve s

Amazingly theseﬁyery vital restrictions on over-development (that is FSR and
landscaping) originate from you,Councillors, not the State Government.

I appeal to those of you who care about the Shire and do not want to see its
unique qualities inevitably destroyed.

There is no reason (that is no pressure from State Planning) why you cannot
retain decent standards for FSR and landscaping.

As well, it is important to restrict frontage to 25 or 30m (need at least 2
blocks for multi-homes) for development of multi-housing. This avoids "gun

barrel effects" (despised by all former Councils).

The NNP (Neighbour notification Policy) DCP effectively. This is obscure yet
e )

is an important feature associated with the LEP (i.e. development of all
types) This should be clarified and be fair for residents.

Cummulative Impact

This is a priority for consideration. It is essential that controls are
RIGOROUS so that they can be enforced.
There is a need to prevent horrific OVERDEVELOPMENT in particular areas.

The Voice of the People - democracy

Finally, I enclose copies of letters and articles from the Leader (covering
the last 6months). Twenty-three pages. These clearly reflect that the
residents“gO NOT WANT THESE MASSIVE INCREASES IN DENSITY .

The infrastructure cannot cope., You all live and hence drive in the Shire -
you must be awar? of the problems of traffic, parking, and failing support
systems.

I can only hope that you will listen to the people you represent.

I have been a bushcarer (active) for 22 yrs and a resident activist for 30yrs

or so. Thus I CARE)I CARE VERY MUCH ABOUT OUR BEAUTIFUL SHIRE.

2
P,

Yours sincerely, Lo
-
Dr Jean Leyendekkers




Dr Jean Leyendekkers 153 Gannons rd Caringbah, 2229 NSW Ph:(02)9523 2181

11lth April 2013

The Director
Environmental Planning Unit : 0 ‘
A

Sutherland Shire Council

Locked bag 17
SUTHERLAND ~ 1499 s |

Dear Director; /

re:File No LLP/06/386062 AMENDMENT 20 to SSLEP 2006
Councils have come and gone and I have applauded same, others just made me
sad and T worked hard to get them out.
However, in my long experience this present Council (in regard to planning
and environment) is the most potentially destructive one for the Shire.
I have just sent a submission to you for SSLEP 2013. 1In particular I
expressed my grave concerns regarding increases in FSR and decreases in
Landscaping. These TWO VITAL ingredients of any Planning document shape the
streetscape and local environment.
How really nasty and unfair therefore to bypass the SSLEP 2013 in what might
be perceived as a "cunning" action.
Unlike the SSLEP 2013, few residents will probably respond. I read of it in
last Tuesday's Leader (9/4/13) yet it was on exhibition on 3/4 and there is
only 2 weeks to respond. This is grossly unfair and the reason is obvious.
Only those residents familiar with the critical importance of these;," two
constraints on overdeveloped land will comprehend the huge impact on the
environment. Very large numbers of trees mostly native ones will be lost
(trees cannot grow in concrete and through brick walls). Sutherland Shire as
SO many of us know it and love it will lose its very character.

SHAME ON YOU COUNCILLORS -~ this "TRICK" is disgusting. I am sure that
the Hon Tony ABBOIT WILL be concerned at the way you are trashing the LIBERAL

name.




)- 4 2 of 2

In summary: I very very strongly cobject to the increase in FSR and decrease
in LANDSCAPING as proposed in Amendment 20 of the SSLEP 2006 of Sutherland
Shire Council in zones 1 to 5 - apparently almost everywhere.

Yours sincerely

DR JEAN LEYENDEKKERS
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STATE GOVERNMENT TO TAKE DEVELOPMENT CONTROL OF YOUR LAND
Council Resolutions 19-11-2012 & 18-3-2013
Council Reports DAP024 -13 (12/11/2012) & DAP070-13 (11/3/13)
Website: www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au
Sutherland Shire Council voted to hand control of all its planning and development powers within the encircled
area to the State Government without consulting vou first. Your area will be known as an Lirban Activation

Precinct.
r F 4 1 ; = ey

‘«u-x_\‘

Miranda/
Caringbah area
nominated as
an Urban
Activation
Precinct

V7%

e
cancelleA (

Sutherland area
nominated as

C’M l Ul Uﬁll l
Activation
Precinct
incorporating
Loftus and
Kirrawee.

iie Siaie Guvel 'l"ll"l;éli IS expetied o rezme your ared ior ingii l‘iséii 1iyi dersily deveivpiiienit,
Development proposals will not be advertised.
Neighbours will not be notified
You will not be allowed to object to any development.
Adverse impacts on you such as overshadowing, privacy, noise and loss of amenity will not be
considered.

AsK councii to withdraw its appiication for the Urban Activation Frecincis
Write your objection now to the General Manager & Councillors and your State MP
Distributed for information by: www.saveourshire.org.au
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STATE GOVERNNMENT TO TAKE DEVELUOPMENT CONTROL OF
Council Resolutions 19-11-2012 & 18-3-2013
Council Reports DAP024 -13 (12/11/2012) & DAP070-13 (11/3/13)
Website: www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au

Sutherland Shire Council voted to hand control of all its planning and development powers within the encircled
area to the State Government without consulting vou first. Your area will be known as an Urban Activation

Precinct.

Miranda/
Caringbah area
nominated as
an Urban
Activation
Precinct

Sutherland area
nominated as

L [ P P
R

Activation
Precinct
incorporating
Loftus and
Kirraweea

iie Siaie Guveriierii Is expecied v rezoie your area TOr Tyl rise/ingin dernsity deveiopiiierit.

s Development proposals will not be advertised.

e Neighbours will not be notified

e You will not be allowed to object to any development.
L ]

Adverse impacts on you such as overshadowing, privacy, noise and loss of amenity will not be

considered.

ASK councii 1o withdraw its appiication for the Urban Activation Precincts
Write your objection now to the General Manager & Councillors and your State MP

Distributed for information by: www.saveourshire.org.au




SUTHERLAND Shire Liberals
have split over the proposed
- Sharks development. ‘

day rejected the stand taken
against the size of the project by

Cronulla MP Mark Speakman,
Cook MP Scott Morrison and Cr -

Kevin Schreiber.

Cr Johns and Cr Schreiber are
prominent Liberals, but were
elected as independents because

the party did not run’a ticket at
the last council election.

“Supp
“rying to

‘ .Cé”gnciﬂor Kent Johns yester-

up with a good DA (development
application),” Cr Johns said.
"“The Planning Assessment

Commission will ‘assess the bulk -
-and scale, and I think they will do 't mee :
Lo . cial and retail obligations and, as
I have said before, if I was doing it -
‘again, I would do some things

that objectively.

good for the Sharks.

“I understand the position of
‘my colleagues, but I believe we
-have to get some growth some-

where and, given some of the

unpalatable options, a new sub-

achieve, and I think -
-there is an oppeortunity to come

It will be good Bt the aria and .

in picely” iy
Cr Johns said the project should
not be compared with the Wolli

" Creek high-rise development he
championed when he was mayor

of Rockdale in the late 1990s, |
“That didn’t meet its commer-

differently,” he said.- -
Cr Johns said the council was
“hypoeritical” in planning a

‘12-storey apartment block over
~ the Hay Street car parkm Caring-

urb down in that region wmzid fit -

Bah while opp\os'ing;ﬁle Sharks’
development. :

He did not agree there would be |

huge transport problems with the
Sharks’ plan. e

“New suburbs 'i‘,n‘{,Sydney’s ‘ﬁ

north-west and south-west don’t

have easy access to a railway line;

[oursthas just been duplicated.

.~ “There are also good bus ser-

vices, which can be extended”

Cr Johns said that he expected
an integrated transport plan|

would be drawn up, with the
council and developer working
on it together. = B
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By Jim Gainsford

CLAIMS by Liberal coun-
cillors on the new
Sutherland Shire Gouncil
that the election result gave
them a mandate for change
has been questioned by Cr
Phil Blight (ALP).

“There is no doubt they
have absolute control of the
council to do what they like,
with nine oul’\ of i 1l5

‘Libs do no

VvV

councillors,” Cr Blight said.

“However, they can’t sa

they have community —
support for their actions.

"O)ﬁly 4] per cent of voters
in the shire voted for Liberal
Party candidates.

“That means 59 per cent
voted for opposing views. So
there is no popular support

for their policies. ‘ :
T15 an aberration that 41

per cent of votes gave them

_Lb
Lol o

_ Leader
jave

T

60 per cent of the council.
“In A Ward, Liberal Party
candidates received 35 per
cent of the votes but secured |
two out of three councillors
or 67 per cent of those
elected. =

“Again in C Ward, 41 per
cent of votes gave them two
out of three councillors.

“In B Ward, 45 per cent of
votes gave the Liberals two
out of three councillors.”
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Planning

Stories by Jim Gainsford

CHANGES to Sutherland Shire’s development
planning controls governing foreshore build-
ings, house and garden sizes and removal of
trees are now on public exhibition: e
-~ If adopted, there will be a new definition for
“waterfront cottages’, floor space ratios will
* increase to allow larger houses and landscap-
ing requirements will be reduced, develop-
ment applications will no longer be
advertised in newspapers and neighbours will
not be invited to comment on DAs.

The changes were endorsed for %ublic exhib-
ition after lengthy debate at Monday's Suther-

land: Shire Council meeting, witg opinion

divided on whether the changes were stream-
lining development or giving it a green light.

Mayor Kent Johns said the changes were
about giving certainty to mums and dads who
wanted to extend their homes, while council-
lor Peter Towell said the moves were pro-
developer and “directly against the character
of the shire as we know it”.

Under the proposals, landowners will not be
unduly prevented from removing trees that
risk public safety.

The council will also change its policy of pur-
suing removal of existing waterfront structures
where those structures form part of the exist-
ing character of the waterfront.

Changes aplenty: Sutherland Shi
helping developers at the expense of “mums and

N AN
re Council’s prop

A “waterfront cottage” will be a permitted
development provided it was constructed
more than three years before the proposed
changes were introduced.

Land will not be allowed to be subdivided to
create a separate lot for a waterfront cottage
but the size of new or enlarged boatsheds will
be regulated by planning controls that focus
on the existing character of the nearby water-
front.

Development applications will no longer be

i

(& ! Ly

osed
dads” and the family home.

i i

changes to planning codes have been criticised as

mm newspapers but residents will
be directed to the council website. ~——
The practice of delaying determination of
development applications for at least 20 days
‘while neighbours had a chance to comment
would be modified.

If a two-storey house is proposed in a resid-
ential zone, neighbours will be informed but
not invited to make a submission.

If an application is outside the code for the
area, such as a three-storey house, neighbours

will have 14 days to make a submission.

Floor space ratios are also set to change.

For example, a ratio of 0.5:1 sets the max-
imum development potential of a site as being
equal to half the site area. A ratio of 3:1 would
permit floor space to be up to three times the
site’s area.

Permitted floor space ratios will increase
from 0.45:1 to 0.5:1 in low density and risk
management residential (bushfire) zones.

Landscaping requirements will be reduced
from 45 per cent of the site to 30 per cent.

The proposed planning changes are on

| exhibition for public comment for 28 days.
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‘No time to comment’ on new laws, so it didn’t
(\?15”Wéy Murray Trembath I .

| SUTHERLAND Shire Council decided it did

not have engugh time to make a meaningful
submission on proposed sweeping changes to

planning laws.

Submissions on a state government Green
Paper, issued on July. 14, closed on Friday withs
no input from Sutherland — one of the state’s.
biggest councils. ; S

A council spokeswoman said it was a very
detailed document covering a broad range of
matters. “In the circumstances, there was
insufficient time to make a meaningful sub-
mission,” she said. “Rather than comment 6n
only a small part of the proposals, when all
issues are important, it was considered more

appropriate to wait until a draft proposal had
been prepared. The process of making a sub-
mission was also complicated by the local
government elections which made it harder
for councillors to meet and get consensus.”

A White Paper, containing draft legislation,
is due to be released by the end of the year.

Under proposed changes, the community
would be involved earlier in planning deci-

- sions for their neighbourhoods and have little

or no say at the time development applica-
tions were considered.
Another change would see increased use of

_ the complying development system and more

decisions made by council officers and “inde-
pendent” panels rather than elected council-

lors.

Kogarah and Rockdale councils made sub-
missions, along with several community

groups in St George and Sutherland Shire.

Kogarah Council wanted greater emphasis
on community consultation at the strategic-
planning stage but warned if it wasn’t done
propetly it could leave many landowners and

residents feeling disenfranchised.

Rockdale Council said a shift in focus from
development assessment to strategic plan-
ning was to be congratulated, although it
would take substantial resources. It was con-
cerned the overriding aim of the Green Paper
was to deliver economic growth with the mar-

ket directing development type and scale.

View submissions: planning.nsw.gov.au.
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Planning change clarification

As reported by the Leader, Sutherland Shire
Council recently announced changes to plannin
deyelppment controls governing foreshore
buildings, house and garden sizes and removal of
trees. Community consultation requirements were
alsoaltered. :

However “Planning control under review”
(Leader, October 25) incorrectly advised residents
they could comment now on the changes.

To clarify, the council has agreed to amend its
policies, which will be exhibited and come into
sffect at different times.

Taking immediate effect, the council will no
onger require the removal of a waterfront structur
which has stood for many years and forms part of
he character of the waterfront. ‘

The council also adopted a new approach for the
eview of decisions on tree removals, Where an

ipplication is refused by the council, an applicant

can now request a formal review by an
# independent arborist from outside the council. In
' coming weeks, the council will compile a new
panel of independent qualified arborists and the
new review system will begin.

The council also resolved to make changes to the
Sutherland Shire development control plan 2006
(DCP) in relation to neighbour notification of
development applications and to amend the current
policies controlling tree removal.

'The policy change will increase the

- circumstances in which a tree may be removed and
promote planting of replacement trees. These
changes to the DCP will be exhibited for public
comment within the next few weeks.

The policy changes to increase the floor space
potential of dwellings, reduce the landscaped area
required on each lot and provide for the retention
of waterfront cottages will be incorporated into the
draft standard instrument local environmental plan
(LEP). It is expected to be considered by the

council before Christmas, then go to the state
government before being exhibited for public
comment in 2013.

2 /’ Cr Kent Johns
/. 7 / / %___—mayor, Sutherland Shire

Neighbolurs need a say

Re the article “McMansion fears for shire streets”

new changes to development proposals are
disturbing.
_ To think the council could consider not
informing neighbours of applications is ridiculous.
As a ratepayet, you should be entitled to agree or
disagree with what will be build next door or over
your back fence. It will open the floodgates for
developers. Just what the shire needs: more multi-
dwellings and halved landscaping.

| The Turpins
Burraneer

* (Leader, October 25). Sutherland Shire C;u'r?i’ls
Ty
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According to the Leader article “New suburb will

WHAT PARTICIPATION?

m The Bangor Residents Representative Group
said the success of the new laws would be
utterly dependent on the detail. Questions
needing to be answered included how
community participation would work and who
would be deemed an expert or community
__representative when expert panels and regional
planning boards were chosen.
‘m The Georges River Environmental Alliance said
.~ the Green Paper proposed an enabling of devel-
‘opmentin a way that appeared to deny and
reduce the rights of communities and environ-
mental stakeholders and negated vital
environmental protection.

/’___________J

creation hub” (November 13) Sutherland
g‘;l;é?s mayor KentJ (()It\llns said the area desperately
needed more sporting fields. Talk about being
hypocritical, because Councillor Johns is a sup-
porter of the Sharks building 600 high-rise units on
1s. These fields could have been

the juniors’ ova ( :
useii more by the local sporting clubs to fix the

shortage. Now the junior league will eventually
have to find somewhere else to play as well.

2}/////7,

Weeds gone mad

As a former bushcare worker in Darook Parl, it dis-
| mays me to see the neglect of the past year. The
“weed wandeting Jew has gone mad.. P}ease some-
one attend to this; on the north side it is covering

i ith this rain will only get worse.
everything, and with this M o

Cronulla

Fussos
Woolocoware

4 i
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and dads” develor
their land in ways th
would “best serve

their families, butina

harmonious way”.

But councillor Peter
Towell said the
changes would hurt
the people they sup-
posedlyaimedto
help.

“It's the mums and
dads who live next
doorwho won't have
aright to have thej
say,” he said.

blggest changes in

the shire for many
decades.
Neighbours will be
living on top of
each other, more
like the inner city
urban areas.

Cr Phil Blight

“These are people who moved to the shire for
a certain lifestyle and have invested their life
savings in their home and this is all going to

collapse.

“There will be McMansions popping up

everywhere.”

Councﬂlor Phil Blight said the changes aided

“Ithelp evelopers as they won't need to

—_—

discuss their development with neighbours
and [will] increase influence and power of
those doing developments over the mums and
dads living next door,” he said.

“The proposed changes to Neighbour Noti-
fication Policy mean less chance for residents
to know what developmentis to occur around
them. Removing newspaper advertising to con-
centrate on the internet disadvantages those
who don't choose to use it, older people who

may not be able to afford the latest equipme
“The changes ight an
and completely ignores pro th

shadowing, pn cy
“People won't eve

ment if overshadowmg, pnv

the problems.

“These are the blggeét changes
for many decades. Neighbours
on top of each other, more lik

or more,
um ﬁl
seea tree

B Do you support the changes
to Sutherland Shire Council’s
: planning codes?

; arentconﬁdentmthtechnologyandtho‘ whi

Hmléatlar sant s
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Protect shire’s cl{aracter

2016: Sutherland Shire, a once leafy, beautiful |
place to live is now inundated with concrete, bricks
and mortar; flats dominate the landscape and 1
single dwellings are rare as hens’ teeth.
. The roads have become car parks as the huge
increase in traffic is unsustainable.
You feel as if you have won Lotto when you find
a parking spot or a shady area when the temperat- |
ure is 30 degrees. ; |
An exaggeration, perhaps, but look at what |
happened to Rockdale and Hurstville. . |
I believe that our new mayor was once the Labor |
mayor of Rockdale. Did he approve of all those |
flats at Wolli Creek? ;
Thank goodness we still have councillors like |
Phil Blight and Peter Towell (Leader, October 25). |
These councillors wantto protect the shire’s
leafy, open character and prevent the horrible scen-

ario described above. s il
Dr Jean Leyendekkers

X Caringbah

i
i
i
{
|

h-——

Councillors on same team

Inreply to'Dr Jean Leyendekkers (Your View,
November §). 1
I'would like to say that I am certain that all 15 |
Sutherland Shire councillors are theretobe a |
part of the large team working to make the shire |
a better place. : : |
All councillors share Dr Leyendekkers’ desire |
to see the culture and beauty of the shire pro-
tected and enhanced. /
An example of this is the adoption of the !
change that requires each removed tree to be
replaced by four trees. |
I would like to encourage Dr Leyendekkers to
contact any or all councillors with constructive
and detailed comment on specific items rather
than using exaggeration or personaRattacks on
individuals. : \ :

({/( (/ I v Sutherlalti:;?hé c?::l'l‘;:

 Your View .

Chron
to living in the city

= ginig

Lambs to the slaughfer. Road no
has found. ¢
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By Deborah Field

AGEING city-dwellers are more likely to suffer
from non-infectious chronic disease, such as
type II diabetes and arthritis, than their
country cousins.

The University of Sydney finding was based
on seven years of longitude data for 1256
people aged over 45 who had lived in the
same area for 20 years.

The research also showed the odds of having

and poor air quality are less ofa pioblem for (':ountry' people, a study

Lo

Picture: Quentin Jones

link

LERDER

ness

a chronic condition increased by about 5
per cent for every year of age.

Lead author Deborah Black said city
people were more exposed to range of
environmental stresses, such as poor air
quality, high-density housing and lack of
green spaces and shade. £

Professor Black said as people became
older, their bodies were less able % cope
with those stresses, which could accelerate
the ageing process and intensify disease.

—— VU T

z@//(,//z;

\

: e .
/ s 22/
Concern was genuine < ////»
Councillor Croucher was pro_b‘tibly not of I
L(e)yéﬁdekkers" involvement in planning and envir-
onmental issues over the past 30 years in Suther-

very real.

re of Dr On Monday

d an urgent increase in D
gﬁg to OgISgand reduced landscaping from 50 per

|
the future direction of deve}opmcnt in the shire¥ 1
|

night amaYOral minute will recom-
o floor space ratios from

cent (25 per cent if you keep atree).

d Shire whe that s cent to 30 per :
e thﬁ)%w&iﬁl%is:v%ggsgs%glﬁfontact : How will 'Fhis pro;clecf7 the culture anq beauty of |
co;(x;\;le, of her aéhievéé‘entsgr_e:’(_ = the shire, Cr Qrouc er’ ollaatt |

> of her . : et |

Formed the first precinct committee in Suther-

land Shire; co-founder of CRO
precinet bgt_r@;nittees); member
Environment

union of all
utherland Shire|
Centre since its inception; involved

: e e S
with Busheare in the formation pf Waitle
Reserve South Canﬁgba}lll; attended many Land |
dEnvironment Courthearings.
anThefj,hosf recent was to object to the proposed

residential flats development
Bundeena Park Store, a d

on the site of the old |
velopment completely at

dds with the character of Bundeena.
0 Liberal councillors consistently supported this
development. Independents and Labor voted

against it.

Dr Leyendekkers® concern about this council and

e




By Kate Carr

A DRAMATIC new housing strategy for
Sutherland Shire aims for more than 10,000
new homes over the next 20 years.

Sutherland Shire Council is required by the
state government to come up with a plan and
the council duly adopted one for public
consultation on November 19.

‘Once adopted, the new zonings will form

part of the council’s local environment plan.
But the draft is proving controversial
already, with some residents upset at the
extent of the proposed changes.
Dramatic changes are slated for Cmnulla,
with significant height and density increases

across the. suburb, and at Woolooware and -

eranda e

- Height limits at Woolooware will spike from

two storeys-to.up to five (16-metre$ high) if

the plan goes ahead, while parts of Miranda

have their height limits upped from two to

seven storeys (or 25 metres) under the draft

plan.
The height limit for Miranda centre is
proposed to increase. to 30 metres. At Gym

townhouses are proposed for much-of the

suburb.
Another change includes upping the hexght
limit for the Housing NSW development at

Sylvania from' ‘three storeys - (or 41boui,

12 metres) to a 16-metre limit.

Other areas are less affected; for example in

Engadine the proposals equate to ]ust 200

e

I Urban Cemre
: eto

storeys (25m).
Townhouses

it sections

HAVE YOUR SAY
B What do you think of the zonings? & :

theleader.com.au Dy Bt
Elouera Road, a six-storey or 20- metre height
limit is being proposed.

A North Cronulla precinct member, Marilyn
Urch, said the changes were drastic.

“People should ring their local councillors
- and ask what is happening in their region as

the rezoning changes are quite extensive at

Cronulla, Caringbah, Woolooware and
Miranda,” Ms Urch said: ="

{ ‘shocked” by the changes. :

Sutherland Shire mayor Kent Johns sald
res1dents needed to understand the plan was
just a draft at this stage. .~

‘What'’s 1mportant for the comfnuriity to

with directions from the state government to
make provision for 10,100- additional
© dwellings by 2031, with at least 80 per cent of
: ; R . thehousing growth close to town centres.”
limit is being upped to 30 metres, while Prince - . He said about 530" dwellings needed to be
“Street will be rezoned from a two-storey limit added annually to the shire to meet the target.
" to .allow for nine- storey ﬂats of up to»"; Cr Johns said the council was going to write
‘30-metres high. S D - to every resident about the proposed changes,
For most of North Cronulla, centred on' and make them available online, as well as

holding public presentations on the proposed
mA snapshot of some of the proposed zoning changes iy
j ENcaDINE [

extra homes in 20 years: at Jannali about 300
are planned. Accurate total dwelhng increases
are not'available for most other stiburbs.

Cronulla is subject to some of the most -
significant changes. The urban centre’s height

_“It’s also very important that the communify
‘knows how and when they can have their say
on what happens in their area. These
documents will help guide housing and
development into the future, so they affect us

~m Area bounded by

‘m Commerma ”
ed in. ha - centre bounded by o Tafe, Milburn Rd and all s eolnetai
centre upto m ‘White St, Railway Princes lghway and Kingsway, zonings
‘. ‘® Restof Gerrale St Crescentand Waratah Rd. changed to allow - Bf ;gill; 3‘;2?"3“‘15""6 -nSW.E0. a0
o Richmond St - Roberts St New height limit; townhouses. e
New limit: six - New limit: 20m¢ sixstoreys (20m). 23 o | pTRECSeTTSE
storeys(20m).  Oldlimitthree “-CARI’NG‘BAH" i ~'WO0LO0WARE?‘?"
Previous: two coslolgyse SYLVAN fA RS ; : :
storeys (9m). ‘m Partblock aren Point Rd, ] Bcunded by
| Prince St, boundedthy - .. . ® Sylvania and area bounded by Kingsway, Wills Rd, .
- New limit: nine ~SutherlandRd, . 7 Southgate Housing - WillarongRd, Dian- ~ Denman Ave and
- storeys (30m). MitchellAvand . . = ‘NSW site <+ . ellaStand Caringbah ~ Franklin Rd.
-_._Previous: two ~ Oxley Avi ‘New limit: four or - North Primary School ~NewJimiti6m =
storeys for houses, Newlimit: 16m. ‘ﬂve storeys (16m). - Old limit: two -;MOld limit: tWQ St
up to threeforflats. — S0 lmittwo. 02 8 - Old limit: three storeys. storeys (9m). -

“She said Cronulla residents  would: be‘

: understand is that nothing is'set in concrete, :

““What we have developed so far is«in line .



's website and read

“Go to the council

By Jim Gainsford

THE release of Sutherland Shire
Council’s draft housing strategy has
been met with shock and outrage by
resident groups. ‘

* Mayor Kent Johns said the draft
strategy was in line with state gov-
ernment directions.

But Central and North Miranda
Precinct Residents’ Association sec-
retary Jean Baluk said the council
was volunteering more areas for

high density than was actually.

required by the state government.
“The original figure of another
2700 higher density dwellings
around centres was previously
accepted by the Department of

Planning and Infrastructure (DOPI) -

to meet state government target of
10,100 additional dwellings for the

shire by 2031,” Mrs Baluk said.

“But the council’s new Housing
Strategy has increased this to 4269
additional higher density dwellings.

“The council is volunteering another
1569 dwellings around centres which
they weren't required to do.

“As recently as November 12, DOPI
advised that the council would only
be measured on the earlier target.

“On top of these increased targets
there will be even more density after
the council voted to hand over plan-
ning in large areas of Miranda, Caring-
bah and Sutherland to DOPI under its
new Urban Activation Precincts.

“Once they do that, the council will

have no control over what is built in
the area. People will be horrified when
they realise this.” :

Bundeena resident Neil deNett said
residents’ ability to restrict change
would be severely limited.

“I've been involved in community
campaigns since 1962 and I can say
that what the council is proposing is
one of the worst steps in the shire's

history,” he said. g s

Vote in the poll
heleadel' SO R

B Have your say online or vote in the
poll. So far, 61.4 per cent of online
voters said the did not support the
housing strategy, 20.5 per cent said
they did, 18.2 per cent said they

supported some sections of it and none

selected “I can’t understand it”.
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ise 77/
eveloper’s paradise /// /-
1 have just read minutes of Sutherland Shire (’Ioun—
cil’s environment and planning committee. It’s
very scary! A few basics: Green Street, parts of
Wills Road, Denman Avenue, Franklin Road
(Woolooware), Kirkwood Avenue, Elouera Road,
Prince Street, Judd Street and nearby streets (North
Cronulla), Willarong Road and Taren Point Road
(North Caringbah) to be rezoned six storeys and
some eight storeys. Nine storeys for Cronullaand |
the suggestion of a 14-storey hotel on the corner of
Laycock Avenue, Cronulla. There are a lot more
changes in other suburbs t0o. Detailed information
and maps can be read on Sutherland Shire Coun- i
cil’s website. Our Liberal council has wasted no
time in making the shire a developer’s paradise.

S ELIC T ISEG P N

Woolooware

from the water.

Kasey

29/, / :
Walls of concrete 7/ /7>
I am concerned about the article “Planning con-
trols under review” (Leader, Qctober 25).
; This is an extraordinarily beautiful part of
|  Sydney. The discussion was dominated by quotes
'\ about the “mum and dad developers™ and the
| “mums and dads next door”.
| ==Fhece who live here are lucky, but the parks,
waterways and views are enjoyed by many more.
As a keen kayaker, I am only too aware of
“houses”. that present a tiered wall of concrete

ed by inappropriately land-
areas that bake in our summers. I often
walk along Shiprock Road, and there is one house
which, rather than providing the usual facade ofa |
double garage to the street, allows you (the humble |
pedestrian) to enjoy the view across to Maianbar.

Native trees are replac

ted in the O

Overdevelopment fear

| Giventhe recent local government election results

gave us a Liberal-dominated council and the direp?
tion the Liberal state government is taking regafd-
ing development overall, we in the shire appear to
be vulnerable to rampant overdevelopment.

Thisis unfortunate as I personally found the pre-
vious council took a balanced approach to devel-
opment and allowed input from local communities
| in th_e planmng and approval process.

It is deeply disappointing that, reportedly, the

current council seeks to limit or remove angf com-
munity input into development decisions, even to
the extent of surrendering the authori to approve
prgects to smtcm
 As 67ie who Wwelcormied the reniovs i
ous state government, T am continuzjlllll;.'fthc o

disappoin-

»
tea O’Farrell government’s actions in areas
as mining approvals, reversal of conservation

Planning controls should ensure that views are
shared and not only by homeowners. North shore |
councils have fought hard to maintain the natural |
bush and natural beauty of their waterways.

The proposed radical changes in site landscaping
requirements and a less regulated process for
approving tree removal will allow a more rapa-
cious approach to development, This will be to the|
detriment of shire residents but also to other
Sydneysiders and tourists. |
Ken Rope

Mirand

protections and development, witho

expansion of infrastructure, such as ]}ﬁ)zﬁzﬁlsanned

schools, emergency services, ete. :
Itappears there is no middle road between

Labor’ disastrous economic management and

Liberal’s obsession with cost cutting and develop-

ment, regardless of the impact on the communitg

Given there is a federal election due in 2013, the

| option of local, state and federal governments

dominated by Liberals ma i
_ibe y not be that attractive
but the alternative is frightening. We despergtg;,

~AERPOIC

need a third option. 5
e (ERVER Greg smith
Mo fr e
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By Jim Gainsford

AN AREA stretching from Miranda to
Caringbah may be nominated by Suther-
land Shire Council to be handed over to
the state government for all planning
approval. :

‘An urban activation precinct planning
zone could stretch from Sylvania Road
in the west to Port Hacking Road in the

_eastand the ive ways intersection in the
north to Karimbla Road in the south.

Another zone is being considered for
Sutherland Town Centre.

The aim of the zones is to streamline
planning approval to increase housing
choice in areas close to public transport
hubs. :

The council is investigating the suitabil-
ity of areas to become zones but any sub-
mission to the state government would go
back to the council for final approval.

If the government accepts the council’s
nominated areas, the Department of
Planning and Infrastructure becomes the
planning authority instead of the council.

Guidelines for building envelopes,
including height and density for the pre-
cincts will be predetermined.

If developments meet these guide-
lines, approval is issued through a com-
plying development certificate.

Neighbourhood consultation will not
occur, with residents notified of the
development shortly before it starts.

\ Sutherland Shire mayor Kent Johns
S

aid the zones would benefit the com-

er
et A

consideration

d Suther-
ominated

including height a
predetermined. No neighbourh
consultation will ocour.

munity by giving access to additional
major infrastructure grau{ts from the
state government. = - '
“This will provide for any new housing
to have the best infrastructure possible
and greater amenity for the community

today and into the future,” he said.

“Having been advised that 70 per cent
of under-35s cannot afford a first home,
real initiatives need to be investigated to
allow our children to remain in the shire

_and enter the housing market.

“This is why Sutherland was chosen as
an area to provide greater housing stock
but only with improved infrastructure.

“We can't provide additional housing

‘without providing additional infrastruc-
ture and this is one of the best Wéysy,

can.

. CONTINUED PAGE4
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High-rise plan danger

Prince Street, Cronulla, is a ribbon of bitumen

along the edge of what could best be describedasa |

fortified sand embankment that is subject to sea
surge. Now our Sutherland Shire mayor wants to
dig down behind that ribbon, sneaking in the back
from Mitchell Road, to provide underground park-
ing and then put nine storeys on top. (Leader,
November 27).

|
|
i

|

Mr Johns, have you forgotten about the red house

on the other side of Prince Street that fell into the
sea in the 1960s? (ref. Pictorial History of
Cronulla, Kingsclear Books, p.62).
To make it clear, at that time there was an eastern
side to Prince Street.
Kevin Curby

Cronulla
* ‘\quress lost

|

FROM PAGE 1

' “There will be a lot of dis-

turbed residents when they
realise the extent of the
changes.”

North Cronulla Precinct
Committee secretary Marilyn
Urch criticised the lack of
consultation.

She said rates could go up
with zoning changes to town-
houses and flats and property
values would diminish.

“If you have a house that is
surrounded by high-rise it
will be hard to sell,” she said.

“People have no idea what
is about to hit them.”

Cr Phil Blight said the shire

was going to Become like
Hurstville.
“Along with mcre' es to

building densities and less
space for landscaping over all
of the shire, we now have
massive increases in height
and bulk of buildings in the
centres.

“Qustharland Carinohah and

Help or hmdrance'?

Re “High density fears” (Leader, November 29)
People are attracted to the shire because It has
minimal high-density housing. It is one of the few
areas within commute of the city with room to
‘move that is still affordable. This is the attraction

 for everyone who lives here — it is not a concrete
 jungle like a lot of other Sydney suburbs. Within

the very near future the shire will be on the band-
wagon to high-density housing and an infrastruc- -

No consultation: Sutherland Shire Council’s draft housing strategy has
been met with shock and outrage by resident groups

Cronulla w1th up to 14
storeys, Engadine with eight
storeys, and smaller centres
like Gymea and Jannali with
six storeys, is a complete
change to the nature of the
Shire as we know it.”

Shire Watch councillor
Peter Towell asked the coun-
cil to hold consideration of
the Housing Strategy back
and ask the Department of
Infrastructure and Planning
to hold an inquiry into the
adequacy of infrastructure to
meet the housing changes.

But only Crs Blight and

Peter Scaysbrook supported' !

him.

“This is not ‘about mums

and dads wanting to put an
extension on their home,” Cr
Towell said.

“It’s about getting units and

multi-storey development in-

to the shire.
“I think people are over this
cram-them-in mentality.

“You have got to have some
‘nQ]nn

ture that cannot support it.

: Lisa
online comment

WHAT YOU SAID

“I fail to undérstand why we

are unable to resist the govt

- bully tactics like Kuring-gai

successfully did. Why oh'why

~ do we continue to allow

ourselves to be the easy prey |
of the Liberal party? When
you have a 20% margin in'the ‘
poHs they owe you nothmg

afity. No doubtthat's
100 ‘much to hope for”

Posted: Bella

“We don’t want the whole of
the shire to become a mass
of 6-storey units crammed

“into groups that create traffic

congestion. There are already
plans for the Sharks develop-

~ ment, brick pitin Kirawee to
- have h:gh density unit devel-
- opment There are t00 many

over-developed areas in the

shlre We need to spread out
the population not cram in as
~_many as you can into areas
 that are already overcrowded |

and the rezoning of existing

 residential property for4to 6

 storey units. Itisabouttime |
 the residents stood up these |

 bully tactics” : ‘

 Posted: Alainant
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Residents oppose new
council rezoning plan

ALMOST 70 people attended
a meeting of North Cronulta

Precinct Committee at
Cronulla High School last

week to express their

CONcerns overzoning ,
changes and housing targets.

Committee secretary
Marilyn Urch said the roll-up
showed the rising level of
concerns at the planning -
changes under Sutherland
Shire Council’s housing
strategy and Local Environ-
mental Plan.

“We get a good roll-up
normally but we got three
times more than usual,” she
said. “People are concerned
about this housing strategy.

“The maps and targets are
changing from day to day.

“Prince Street, Cronulla,
was initially slated for nine
storeys or 30 metres and
floor space ratio of 3:1,
which was ridiculous. Then
they dropped that down to
six storeys or 20 metres.”

She said an area that
included Bate Bay, Hume,
Elouera and Kirkwood roads
was orginally six storeys (20
metres). “It is now scaled
down to medium density town-
houses of up to nine metres or
three storeys!” she said.

- “In the whole of North
Cronulla there won't be any
single residences left, so

people won't have a choice.

“There is no other area in
the shire that s totally
rezoned like this.

“Tht‘ council seems to be

going Way overwhatis
required by the state govern-
- mentinthe metropolitan
_ planning strategy, which says
_the shire needs an additional
10,100 homes by 2031.

__“The previous council iden-
tified sufficient capacity for

. 7400:new homes, meaning

an extra 2700 extra dwellings
to make the target.

“Butthese new zoning
changes identify an extra
3681 dwellings, with areas in
Cronulla and North Cronulla
have yet to have confirmed
numbers.

“People should check the
maps on the council website
and see what is proposed”

Committee chairman lan
Sinclair said many residents
atthe meeting did not
support the proposed
changes as shown in the
draft plan as they would
significantly change the char-
acter of the area. :

The residents and the
committee will be making
submissions once the final
plans are available.

Shire Watch Independents

_ councillor Peter Towell, who

addressed the meeting, said
housing strategies were
normally about housing choice.

“But around the beach
suburbs under this plan there
is less choice in the form of
the traditional residential

_ allotment;” he said.

“lt seems to be all about
high-rise’”
_ — Jim Gainsford
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- Caringbah has been neglected for a long

The mayor needs to get out of his office.

time, the layout of the precinct needs
improvement, parking is insufficient, and
the traffic flow during peak periogls is
dreadful. In relation to Kogarah jhe
should speak to the business people,
hospital staff and visitors and dsk them if
the commercial district of Kogarah is a
success. Posted: ross p

wall concrete, look like monumental masons® mis-
takes. They are graveyard architecture in dirsct

contrast to sand, sea and surf.

% g, 1 -
Don’t build us in
Re: “Planning control iew”
o o g under review (Leader,
Asa returned resident of the shire T cannot tel]
you how good it was to move back into the area
after a few years on the other side of the Bridge.
I'was born and bred in the shire and am now in

building blocks and size of buildings.
Sh’I‘gere_mll bg little regard for Drivacy, over-
adowing and green space around h i
m%es]the shire what it is today. e
he ong-time residents of the ill lose
Sayin how their area is developed and changed;.1n
Who wants the shire to end up like s

ji}ggeez suburbs, overdeveloped, crowded cement

Marilyn Meredith J

Sylvania

e s L

This requires them to surrender their power to
represent their constituents on matters of develop-

0 many other |

The sea is a living, moving, pulsatin@, natural
kaleidoscope. Nature sculpted delightful rock
platforms and headland.

The rock platforms hgw€been straight-line
gouged with jackh: ers and filled with ugly
concrete walls and/steps extending out to sea.

Short length sfeep steps can invite unknowing
visitors to acéess rock platforms where rogue
waves canavash them into the ocean.

; J. Brett
= - Miranda

Chasing dollars

L was surprised to witness recently a landslide
majority of Sutherland Shire councillors voting to
Join the State Government Urban Activation Pre-
cinct program. :

- the railway and will affect a huge number of single

ment to the state government.
They were not coerced: they did so voluntarily

without worthwhile debate or public consultation. 4/
%

The area chosen for the program covers large
parts of Miranda and Caringbah on both sides of /
=

{

homes. The carrot seems to be that the more high-
tise units planned in the precinct the greater will be
the funding promised by the state.
In the many years of following council activities
I have not seen so many councillors so eager to Z i
quickly change the unique environment of 677[2:
the shire. K
To get a sense of what could be awaiting the pre- :
cinct, the development around Wolli Creek station
is an example. To an already congested shire the
latest decision is just inviting more overcrowding.

e G. Baluk -~
Miranda




Shire seeks urban

DISASTER.

rel

AN AREA centred on the
Sutherland CBD and cover-
ing up to 800 metres around
it has strong grounds to be
chosen as one of the state
government's new urban
activation precincts.

Mayor Kent Johns said
Sutherland had recently
been restored to the Plan-
ning Department’s urban 4
centres list after being" ¢
removed from it about three
years ago.

This put it in the same
category as centres such as
Hurstville and Chatswood, |4
and made it a more = , .
appealing option for the Future awaits: The Caringbah High School site is in one of the areas no
program than the council's program.

other nomination, Miranda- : / (&) /(/ / -3 : Lé—ﬁpm ‘ |
= State wduld get full control

Caringbah.
A NEW body will help drive

minated for the urban renewal
Picture: Chris Lane

The second 0pﬁon, an
oval-shaped area following
the ridge line east from Mir-

anda, includes the Garing-
bah High School surplus
land site which was sold last

year.

~ Sutherland Shire Council
voted in December to nom-
inate both areas for the
urban activation precinct

Cr Johns said although the
Caringbah-Miranda option
had a lot going for it, he
believed the investmentin a
new bus interchange and
commuter car park at
Sutherland ‘“shows the
government’s mindset”.

limit of eight storeys. The
height limit had been raised
to 12 storeys in the new draft
local environmental plan,
but could be higher if it
became an urban activation
precinct.

“That’s the risk you take,”

 the urban activation precinct

program. Former state
(Opposition leader John -

Brogden heads UrbanGrowth
_NSW, which replaced.
‘Landcom, on January 1. Its

- maijor task s speeding up

the building of new homes
on Sydney’s fringes. ftwill.

program which is designed “We would end up with a he said. DYCHEY 2 o Lty
to boost housing and mix of commercial and resi- “The upside is that they will plan and fast-track urban-
employment near puplic dential development and bring in a team of planners, - renewal projects »
transport hubs. improved infrastructure, and also provide generous undertaken by th

The government has grom- including community funding for infrastructure.”
ised to provide a team of areas,” he said.
planners and infrastructure Cr Johns said development B What do you think of the
funding for selected pre- of the Sutherland CBD had council’s nominations?

cincts but in return will take
full control over what is
built.

not been viable under the
existing local environment
plan which imposed a height

Have your say
theleader.com.au

grou

. but the government will have
thefinalsay. .
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"~ panel members deny

experts in architecture, town plan-

By Jim Gainsford hould have been given an explana-
. ning and environmental matters, (tion as to why they were not being
AUETE many of whom served on IHAP since reappointed.

“] am aware of at least 10 other
panel members who reapplied.

“These experts were totally inde-
pendent. None had any affiliation
with the council.

“Sutherland Shire Council’s IHAP
was one of the first in NSW and every
one agrees it was the most successful
because of the peopleithey chose:

“It served the people of the shire
well. It gave applicants and pro-

Sutherland Shire Council's Independ- - its inception in 2003. |
ent Hearing and Assessment Panel  They said areportin the Leader that
IFIAP) Were concerned they were not - only one member sought reappoint-
reappointed to their positions. % . ment was wrong. -

The council has a pool of 19 expértsfi Mayor Kent Johns announced a
on call to sit on a rotating basis on the{jinumber-of changes to THAP and
four-member panel, which supplies I{ARAP late last year.
independent advice to councillors on ‘\ Former panel member Jan Prior,
dev ent applications. who had served on IHAP since 2003,
er panel members = said she was given no explanation as
‘who reapplied, only one previous to why she was not reappointed.
member was reappointed. “I reapplied and I got a letter that ponentsan opportunity to be heard.

Ten previous members of the coun- said I hadn't been reappointed and ~ “There were very few people who
cil’s Architectural Review Advisory thanked me formy efforts,” shesaia"ended up being dissatisfied with the
Panel (ARAP) reapplied but only three  “I was happy to serve for another system and the process, even if a
were reappointed. They include four-year term. I feel that people decision had not been the one they

T e e

&
g

~ Lenpine .

wantin

had hoped for. This was because
everyone felt they had a fair hearing.”

Another former panel member,
environmental scientist Sue Hoble
S0 sai applied but was told
her services were no longer needed.

Ms Hobley also serves on panels at
Mosman, Warringah and Wollongong
councils.

“The intent of the panel is that
council has independent advice. This
is great for councillors as they are
protected from political lobbying,”
she said.

“It was all a public and independent
process.”

Several other former panel mem-
bers who did not want to be named
confirmed they also reapplied.
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Architect Frank Stanisic has
been appointed chairman and

resentative (registered architect),

|

|

arry

Other members are architects
Linda Gosling, John Dimo-

aired the poulos, Peter McGregor, H
Levine and Brendan Randles,

along with landscape architects
B What do you ihink of the changes

to the council’s committees?

Hz%Qyo_ur say

John Easthope and Professor

fellow architect Tony Caro has
Helen Armstrong.

from the 2012| been appointed deputy chair-

man. -
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" he said
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meetings and respected
tions of all participants
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Valuable views erased

I would like to thank the Sutherland Shire
councillors who stole our view (that

Raida
- premium for) and handed it to a devem ,
can in turn sell it to some suckers for top dollar . |

in the not-too-distant future.

Those buyers will be in the same boat as we
are when councillors decide to yet again change |

development codes.

It’s unfortunate that people have no idea what
really goes on in their council chambers until it
directly affects them, which is exactly what {
happened to the residents of the Bel grave e
apartments in Gerrale Street last year. !

Every expert told the council that the proposal |
was far too large for the block and too close to f
existing buildings and fell far short of many

existing codes.

So instead of forcing the developer to abide |
by current codes (as they would if youorlhada
DA up for consideration), the councillors
simply changed every code that the developer
could not meet so he could maximise his floor
space, height and, in turn, his profit.

Let our experience be a warning to anyone in
the shire who is thinking of buying a property
with a view of any sort, it will not last, so.don’t

pay any extra for it no matter what guarantee is

given.

> V18

j "U

— LERDER

\7 q// }your view

| Rl

High-rise no surprise U

Last Thursday’s Leader (November 29) has as its
front page article “High density fears” and in the
Your View section letters titled “Cement plea” and
“Walls of concrete”. What did we expect? In
September the shire’s voters apparently applied to
Sutherland Shire Council candidates the negativity
developed against the NSW-and Commonwealth
parliamentary Labor politicians. We turned away
from Labor, Shire Watch and other progressive
independents and gave a thumping majerity to the
Liberal Party. Of course we're going to get inap-
ropriate development!

Bruce Hanna
Heathcote

Rezonings ‘outrageous’

viany aspects of Sutherland Shire Council’s rezon-
ng plan are outrageous and propose dramatic

R e

Anthony |
Cronulla |
o
y
7/
4 l (S

.

Stories on a pensioner robbed on her

- way to bingo and a further boost to new
-binilding densities in'Sutherland Shire
_drew comments. : »

~ “Brighton-Le-
Sands use to
be a wonderful
suburb when |
was growing up
in the 1950s,
1960s and
1970s. A great place to goto on a week-
end. Not now. Hoonsville personified. Last
time | was there was October 2012 and |
was horrified at the goings on of young
people. It will never be as it used to ‘be". No
respect, overpopulated and over-built:
Posted: Lee Patterson

i

“The Liberals fast tracking_of high rise de_vel-
opment and radical planning changes will
just lead to more traffic con_gest_uon, more
pollution, lower property prices in the shire,
less parking and more overcrpwdmg. -
Ordinary residents need a voice or we will
end up living in an area_resembhng ang
Kong rather than the shire we love. Multi-
storey unit developments do not belongin
low-density residential areas. They sheutd—"
‘be confined to commercial areas. The
previous Independent Hearing and Assess-
ment Panel is gone because it was t00
independent”. Posted: Carmel

“| five in the area proposed for renewal. This
i; Iz!tvgereat idea as it will re_zjyvenate the o!der
buildings that only with time are becoming
unsound structurally. Being close to the
beach does not help the structure eltt_\er. So
giving incentive to developers to [ook into
rebuilding or recreating the areais a great
initiative that will only improve things. No
planning rules will satisfy all pegple, but the
council has to start somewhere.

Posted: Shane

Lber (Aons

‘. ('i’('g v

SR

changes to zoning frgm that which currently only
permits single dwellings to that which would allow
up to six-storey buildings in low density areas far
removed from public transport and commercial
services infrastructure.

Council’s idea to do this two blocks opposite
Cronulla Golf Course is misplaced and would cre-
ate an ugly, unwanted divide through the area,
remove the integration with the golf course, and
endanger the very fabric of our neighbourhood.

They have just got it plain wrong, rushin ga
scatter-gun approach to planning merely to meet
state government targets rather than consult
properly with the community.

North Cronulla and Wanda residents have had
it up to their necks with the fallout of increased
transport congestion from Australand, Breen and
Sharks developments, and sorry . . . enough
is enough!

Anthony
Cronulla

Re “High density fears” (Leader, November 29):

Why all the surprise and outrage with the
newly elected Liberal Council suppo, ing
excessive high density development in
the shire?

The last Liberal-controlled council was
responsible for a spate of town planning dis-
asters, e.g. the Meriton building at the northern
end of the Cari@ﬁﬁﬁ(?ﬁﬁmgc"’?ﬁﬁifd the
overdevelopmentii Willock Avenue, Miranda.

At the following Sutherland Shire Council
election the Liberals were so much “on the
nose” they allran as independents!

What short memories we have.

The adage by Churchill (and others) comes to
mind: “Those who fail to learn from history are
doomed to repeat it.” =

Peter Simpson
Caringbah
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th Cronulla
d the

to

would not
being pro-

” he said. -
affect us all;
between
north and south Cronulla. We
terest in

as well as the

la resident

f older resid-

asing floor
f flats.

courage the
f the people in

ment o

“These changes

“We want to bring an
there is no barrier

awareness of what is happen-
ing so that they can express

their views.
both have a strong in

central Cronulla

“Most 0

the south Cronulla residents
south Cronulla

cinct”, and incre

space ratios in sou

to 1.5:1 to en

“South Cronulla

Neil Aiton has joined
committee to give a voice
at the proposed rezoning.
have a clue what is

posed for the area,

redevelop
ential blocks o

By Jim Gainsford

CRONULLA residents have been urged to
unite against the threat of overdevelopment of
their suburbs.

The North Cronulla-Woolooware Precinct Com-
mittee last week invited residents of central and

M. w2l 24n smandder alastad committee

evelopment. Newly-elected president of the North Cronulla-W
and Tony Lindsell. :

No divide: North and south Cronulla are joining forces to speak out agairl\st ove
Capsis (centre) with fellow committee member Neil Aiton of south Cronulla (le ; 8
psis (centre) , ( j VoL

m Commitiee urges
action over planning

densitv for two- to three-storey townhouses to
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logware Precinct Comittee George
) kY ‘3 Picture: John Veage

which the preious council had worked years to for-
mulate,” Mr Chpsis said. : /

“They have these proposed high-rise dwellings all
over the place which will strain the already strained
infrastructure.

“You have to wonder what our grandchildren will
think of what we have done to the shire.

“The people of the shire voted in this council in

R g e el b

UMBRELLA GROUP

Residents’ groups in St George
and Sutherland Shire are

* flocking to join a newly-formed
- residents umbrella group to

oppose the state government's
sweeping planning changes.

~ More than 255 community

action groups across NSW

_ have affiliated with the Better

“Planning Network, inciuding
Bundeena Progress Associ-
ation, West Menai Action

- Group, Grays Point Progress

Association, Friends of Oatley,

* Kogarah Residents Associ-

ation, Rockdale District
Heritage Association and Wolli
Creek Preservation Society.
And in one of its first actions,
the newly-elected North

~ Cronulla-Woolooware Precinct -

Committee has voted unanim-

* ously to affiliate with the

Better Planning Network.

The Better Planning Network -
was started by Lane Cove

~ Bushcare and Conservation
- Society member Corrine Fisher

in response te community
concerns ahout some of the -
proposals in the state govern-
ment’s planning white paper,

- due 1o be released this month.

The message of the network is
that residents have as many
rights as developers.
“We are specifically concerned
about the proposed expansion
of code-complying develop-
ments, which would mean that
buildings such as new indus-
trial buildings and new

housing would go ahead in the
space of 10 days without -
community comment;’ Ms
Fisher said.

\ “The Better Planning Network
|is not anti-development, but

wm ara nra.racnnncihle devel-
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the salon where she works and ask fora

_ have lived in the shire for almost 50
years. Only one wants to downsizeto a pools/gyms they don’t want — and
‘it block, and she 1s looking Torone of  many hate underground car parking,

' and, most importantly, they want to

VSN
happened, even had the gall to walk into ‘
many years and [which] is part of what
makes 50 many of us want to live here..
_ Some people (of any age) love unit :

“living, but lots (again, any age) abso-
lutely hate the idea. They find them
socially isolating, financially draining
__ often having very little real say over
strata levies, especially in bigger blocks
with corporate or absentee owners, plus
excessive fees for lifts and features like

haircut. No, it isn’t fair!
name suppplied, Sylvania Waters

Units get a blast

Re “Alarm at high-rise” (Leader, Feb-
mary 19). .
T know several elderly people who

the older style ones, as she finds the
newer architectural styles and fitouts Many new apartments are designed
totally impractical. All the otherswant  for younger couples, not older people.
villas because they are manageableand ~ No windows in bathrooms, spa baths
they can stay in their own home longer;  thatare dangerous to get in to and out of
if you're getting arthritis, very little nat- -
ural light, noisy, no natural air flow so

finding it unsafe and badly lit.

keep most of the sense of community

L t/ L /
they’ve worked hard to be part of for

they need to pay for airconditioning.
We need to show some respect for
people who worked hard to be part of
~ — and have created s0 much of— the
shire community they love, and now
feel is being taken away from them by
proposals like this.
Not old yet, online comment

Box Road blues

The Box Road intersection should be
closed. I live on the big hill in Box
Road, Sylvania. During peak hour, [it] is
like a freeway. There must be thousands
of cars travelling this route every day. [
can hardly get out of my driveway dur-
ing these times (the speed limitis

~+ 50km/h — more like a speedway).

K.T.C., Sylvania

3

1 \ 2‘(‘2/ (?D

[poere
your view

+

Six storeys wrong

: 5 4 & S A
To build six-storey developments opposite IOV\V{sE WEBCHAT

two-storey housingfsuch as Richmount Street
Cronulla, is aesthetically wrong. There has to bea |
more gradual increase in height in any new plans |
The other issue is homeowners’ warranty insur- :
ance, which I believe is not required for any devel- !
opment over four levels — so the owners will have
to coverany defects if the builder disappears.

— o -

K. Adams, Cronulla

EN TP P SR Py P

: LeRben R
Way of life threatened
Re “Alarm at high-rise” (Leader, Feb-
ruary 19).

I'hope this is a wake up call to al shire
residents. You all will be affected in
some way, whether it be having high-
rise built around or next to you,
overshadowing or more and more
traffic congestion,

7 Ts good to see residents have some-
where to go to discuss issues in the
Cronulla-Woolooware area that
affect them.

‘Why do people want to remain in the
shire? Because it is not crammed full of
high-rise like Wolli Creek, Bondi or
Hurstville and’it has a relaxed, unique
holiday-like atmosphere.

This will all be lost. People are des- 3

troying the r
ing in the shi
If it wasn’t for concerned residents |
there would be no heritage sand dune -
there would be no sand dunes atall. |
Greenhills would be 1000 dwellings '
with no playing fields or lagoon areas. |

There would be a 14-storey square |
concrete block built across the plaza 2
next to Dunningham Park. The areas
facing the beach would all be 15 storeys
if the Liberal council had its way in the |
1990s. Cronulla would already be the
Gold Coast.

There really isn’t enough room to list
achievements of numerous groups over
the years.

I amnot agaianent, Tam

on they want to stay liv—%i

26 /?//; _

Z&/z//;

ndtold, rich or semi-retired. The people
0 attend these committees spend
mbich of their own time working for
nothing while working full-time and
raising families. A huge thank-you to
these people for trying to keep the shire |
the beautiful place that it is so our chil-
dren and future generations can experi-
ence its lifestyle. :
Fussos, online comment

Development across southern Sydney,
especially of the high-rise kind, drew
many online comments this week:

“My. question to

the 3 wise menin
the photo, Where
will you live when
you are unable t0

walk u
m;%aqfud/ rs, care for your lawns and you get

10 a Stage where your house is just too big
and you still want your independence!
Simple answer is UNIT LIVING and, hey,
there ain’t enough-around for all you baby \\

r%

poomers to fitinto” Posted: spongebrit ™ 7’0 v

live ;.
“We should look at the bright side, to builda | j g
residential building, you would need a Mt
certain minimum land size. In Cronulla,to L}/ 7
achieve this, you would need 5 or more N

properties. So | cannot see how you see

these changes to be taking place quick.

Relax, all, the shire will always remain the

way we know it. Don’t hit the panic button.”
Posted: Carmel

“Wolli Creek is a joke, it js.Leggo city-no
parking at the railway station, narrow streets A
are a joke especially since Woolworths was
_putthere ... and units are almost the same
© price has a house:in the area. How could
* Rockdale Council allow Woolworths to be
built there where the streets in the area are
Jucky to be one-car wide?” Posted: Fay

previous council and did nothing to
implement it, knowing it will not be re-
elected. The second thing, what's wrong
with Wolli Creek? It houses the highest
percentage of professionals in the state,
went from a wasteland to one of the
suburbs, some amazing architecture an
use of new materials”

Posted: Shazza

“The housing strategy was developed by the/
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m Owner keen

fo ‘capitalise’
on investment

By Murray Trembath

FOR DETARS PLEAL Y
COUNGHL 0N 9710033

THE Kirrawee brick pit site, which
has been approved for a major res-
idential and retail development, is
up for sale.

Owner Henroth Investments is
seeking a company with experi-
ence in similar large-scale projects
to either buy the property or enter
into a joint venture.

development could look.

The Planning Assessment Com-
mission approved the company’s
concept plan for 432 apartments in
nine buildings above a shopping
centre last August. :

Simon Muirhead, divisional dir-
ector for selling agent, Savills Aus-
tralia, said there had been “a very
good response” to pre-marketing
and advertisements in major
newspapers-on the weekend.

“A lot of major players in the
property industry are looking at

Sales pitch: An artistimpression, released by the selling agent, of how the

it,” he said. “[Henroth Invest-
ments] are not specialist residen-
tial developers and they are
looking to either sell or partner
someone with expertise in large-
scale developments.

“Like everything, it’s an asset.

“They acquired it six or seven
years ago and it went through a

very difficult DA (development -

application) process and they are
looking to capitalise on their
investment.”

AR

Appeal to the council: Robyn and John Galvin.

§ PRICE ‘T00 HIGH’

[ Should the sale be a cause
for concern?

Have your say
theleader.com.aii

Expressions of interest close
March 27.

Savills’s advertisement said
there was likely to be strong
demand from tenants for the
shopping centre, which had
approval for two supermarkets,
specialty shops and parking for
1150 vehicles. ;

A news release said ‘“public
access will be provided to a
9000-square metre park with a
lake, as well as pedestrian and
cycle pathways”.

“The planned retail component
of the site will provide an attract-
ive shopping destination for the
local community, with a focus on
everyday = convenience-based
retailing and will include an
open-air dining and cafe precinct
with adjacent piazza,” it said.

" “The piazza will provide a
unique alfresco ambience.”

Picture: Chris L

Smeﬂand'mﬁ@_mw

said the council couldntafford o buy
the site. 7 e

He was responding to a letter to
Leader from Kirrawee resident R
Galvin, who saw the site advertisel

. The Sydney Morning Herald..

- Mrs Galvin and her husband John saic
it was a great opportunity for the. '
council to purchase the property and

- develop it for shire residents.

el :

n

CrJohns said the previous council

zoned the site and the state govern-
“ment approved a major development

He said the the asking price “would b

well out of the range that council coul

On)



‘PS61
ur 91IS 3y} 0} paAouwr ‘uriIy
uedlIoWYy ue ‘siaeq@ 9djred
uaym paruefd azam saurd s
UOSBAI 3] 1N0oge IAISN[OUOIUT
sem 110daJ [BIUSWIUOIIAUD S [ID
-Unod 3Y) pres winqioyy, I|

‘pres

Y ,‘paLox)sap uaaq sey jeyl
jIewipue] Iayjoue isnf st 1y,

aoeds

U313 ay) aaxasaxd o) ayqrssod

SUIYIAISAS JUOP dABRY p[nom

s[rounod jsed pres J [BI19pa]

pue juapisaid [1ounoy airys

PUB[IaYING IIULIO] B SeM Aey
I3yje] 9sOYM ‘uInqIoyy, I

«TBIA JO 9UII) 3} UO SUIpuadap
‘SI9Y10 JO S]0] pue SO0)BYI09
Mor[q 3I9M I} ‘WI0110q Y}
punoJe ageioj pnom syoN(,,
‘pres ay ,‘Suiog
pue Suruwiod spirq 3y} [[e Yum
[00[INo [NyIINeaq e Sem 11 pue
WY} 03Ul 1YSII Padoo] oM,
*I[2) Sa11ouW 0§
UBY] SIOUI 9I9M S33I} Y} pIes
yeamg elapy Sururofpe ur jun
£A1039B] pajeAd[d UB WOIJ SSaU
-1snq SuUIpIeMIO] pUR SWOISNd B
sajerado oym ‘uInqroyy, 13194
‘AemsSuny sy
Suofe pue sjsaxys Surpunoxins
ur pajueid ag 0) saax) (09 I3
-1nj © 10y Aed pinom 1adopaaap
aY] pue s3I} dANRU (09

YJIM pade[dal aq pinom Adyf,
‘anjeA [B2130]0933 MO
Ym ‘sarads payrodurr ue arom
A1) pres ‘saurd ejerpex ayy
Jo [eaoway ay) paroidde yorym
‘[IoUNo) °JIIYS puB[IdYING
‘UOISIAIPQNS [eLIISNpUl
10]-0F ® 01Ul pajIaAuod Suraq
ST ‘(19Z1Jqd 191e]) SIAR( IdIeg
Aueduros peannadsewseyd Aq
pardnodo AjeurSiio sem yorgm
‘f113doad peoy exremen ayy,
)[9aM SIY[) UMOP INd
JI9M ‘9IS [eLNISnpul yeqsurie)
® JO I3UI0D 31} Ul }S910§ ueqin
[ensnun ue pauLIo] YIIYm
‘saax) aurd 00S ueyl FYOW

yreqwiall Aeunpy Ag

‘9je3s9 JeLysnpur
Ue Joj fem a)ew 0} paj|a} uaaq arey saaiy gos “Jesuj -uejd plo 8y} jo ojoyd  &sc
[enae siyy Jo 1aulod Jysi doy auy uj uaas aq uea 3saloj ol HeWpuUE| [eao] ;




7 Con UWT"/O/

L

theleader.com.au

The Leader welcomes letters to the editor.
P

clarity or legal reasons. Anonymous let
- will not be published. Preference will be -

given to letters which allow publication of

author’s name and suburb.

Loss of identity

Re “Alarm at high-rise” (Leader, February 19).1
commend the setting up of a precinct committee to
monitor high-rise development in the shire, partic-
ularly Cronulla. So called “blanket rezoning” and

the lack of hands-on involvement by Sutherland

Shire Council in vetting individual developments
will see the shire lose its identity. Looking at his-
torical photos one can sec how we’ve already lost

the open spaces and that special seaside village
feel within the space of less than 50 years. If the
community doesn’t take some responsibility and
act then we’ll deserve what we get: another con-
crete jungle, like Surfer’s Paradise.

Jan La Riviere, lllawong

your view

/’-45"],“'77\ /7 /

ur letters to about 200 words

/7

¢

-~ previous Labor government’s spiel Where a -

. v/({bu'r view

Hot topics were volunteer vets treating
peéts of owners who cannot afford the
service, shire development planning
controls and advice for the Dragons.

“l am simply.
heartened and
warmed to see
thereis
considerable

Supportfor :
these volunteer i o
vets and others who have given their time :
and money to help in this under-valued area
of community support” Posted: Michael

“Miranda and Caringbah are better sites
because they are closer to Sutherland
Hospital. Would suit medical facili es7

aged care”” Posted: Shane 3

“Loftus has many streets with no‘footpdths. 7
With one road in and one road out, when
there is a delay on the Princes Highway,
Loftus, traffic is gridlocked. Why doesn’t the
council get real and negotiate ‘car free’
areas and improve human-powered:
transport opportunities such as walking,
cycling, and wheelchair or stroller tracks?” g

Posted: 0ld Salt 1
“As with ALL other developments, the
residents [West Menai] are played
conveniently for fools if there is a buck to be
made by developers. The bushfire hazard is
real and present, WHO will take :
responsibility when deaths occur in the :
bushfires which will certainly occur in the
future? This approval looks like a copy of the

minister overrules his department head or

- tréeshave been

_ Nothing can
_ replace them.

ST PGIN 7 i/\ i||

Stories on trees cut down at Caringﬁah
and fears about patient care at St George
Hospital drew comment.

“l am totally
disgusted th
0se beautiful

C own.

They were a sight for the spirit. | would look at
them and marvel, even as | drove along
Captain Cook Drive. To visit them and
experience the profound sense of peace and
presence they held was a wonder in this
dense urban and commercial environment.
Shame on the people who decided the trees
should go. We have lost more than you will
everknow.” Posted: AMD :

o /f’“/

; justignores them” Posted: Ray Van

“Steve Price needs to sit down an%e a

drink. Drink some water... DRINKWATER.
Posted: mike on his bike

. LERD aii
Pines for the chop "7(3 /13
Re your story and the pine trees oh th
old Park Davis site (“Urban forestis |
lost”, Leader, February 28). The trees}
were planted in the late 1950s by the
then general manager Theo Whlte to
provide timber to make the timber cases
for packaging of the manufactured
goods. There was a shortage of suitable
materials at the time. How do I know?
My uncle Bill Gribble was the mainten-
ance man for many years. They were
destined to be removed.
Peter Lewis, former shire president

Trees a refuge »@’

Re “Urban forest is lost” (Leader, Feb-
tuary 28). I felt both saddened and

L aidaing

angered over the felling of the Park

Davis forest. While I realise the trees

were not natives, their long standing

was an urban refuge for many bird spe-

cies, in particular the black cockatoo

that has a penchant for this tree species.

There isn’t much more to add — they’re |

gone. If nature could communicate with

man what would it say? I think I know.
Glenn Hawkins, Woolooware

Pool out in the cold

In the Leader (February 26) Sutherland
Shire Council advertised tenders for
amenities renovations at Sutherland and
Engadine leisure centres.

As aregular swimmer at Caringbah
Pool, I would like to remind council that

there are actually three leisure centres in
——
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By MurmyTrembath =

SUTHERLAND Shire Council has

added Loftus and Kirrawee to a
proposed redevelopment zone
over which it is prepared to hand
over planning control to the state
government.

The council decided this week to
extend the area, centred on Suther-
land business district, which it
nominated late last year as an
urban activation precinct.

If the council’s submission is
accepted by the government, it
will appoint a planning team and
tip in millions of dollars for new
infrastructure.

In return, the council will be rep-
resented on a planning commit-
tee, but the government will be
the consent authority.

This could lead to more concen-
trated development and higher
apartment blocks and other build-
ings than the council might nor-
mally allow.

The decision was made under
delegated authority by the devel-
opment assessment and planning
committee.

Labor councillor Phil Blight
lodged a rescission motion that
will be dealt with at a special
meeting next Monday.

Councillor Blight said the coun-
cil, “led by a past Rockdale coun-
cillor”, was “changing the whole
nature of the shire without a man-
date”.

With the council also nominating
Miranda- -Caringbah as an urban
activation precinct, most of the
central areas of the shire would
feature tall unit blocks that would

threaten homes in the area.
Councillor Blight said traffic, par-
ticularly at railway line crossings at
Loftus and Sutherland, would
become worse.
“Urban activation means crowd-
ing more and more people in and
not the amenity and lifestyle shire

residents love.There is no guarantee

of any additional infrastructure,” he
said.

Mayor Kent Johns said incorpor-

ating the TAFE and university
buildings at Loftus, Kirrawee brick
pit and the railway stations in those
suburbs “makes sense”.

Education providers would be
encouraged to expand at Loftus

utheriand CBD.

and this would help attract

improved public transport infra-

structure. ;
Councillor Johns said it was also

sensible to integrate the Kirrawee

brick pit site and the surrounding
area given the development was
already approved by the NSW Plan-
ning Assessment Commission. He

denied the Liberals had no man-

date for the planning changes and
accused Labor of “hypocrisy”.

B What do you think of the

council’s decision?

Have your say
theleader.com.au

erthe raliway lineat
id ¢ a report by counc;l

- There could e improved public
& transporc to the Royal Nanonal -

light rail track:
bus from Suther

The report said expandmg the zone

~ gave the Sutherland plan “greater

strategic potential” and would
enable itto beceme a major centne

Sutheriand Kmawee and Loftus
/ d

range of
recreahonalfa mesa d public

of low- densrty residential develop—
ment between Sutherland and
Kirrawee and between Sutheﬂand
and Loftus, which could be
considered fora h;gﬁer—densrty
development :

“The aim would be to deliver both
jobs and housmgto this weli
semced and accessible Iocatxon it
said. ‘
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West Menai facts ‘ignored’

The National Parks Association of NSW (NPA) is
seriously concerned about the process followed by

the Planmng Department in its assessment of the -

West Menai land development proposal put for-

ward by the Gandangarta Aboriginal Land Coun-

cil (“Not suited for homes”, Leader, March 19).

The NPA is concerned that the corporate gov-
ernance of the council has not been investigated in
an open and transparent manner; that the full costs
of the GALC proposal, mcludmg additional costs
of infrastructure, have not been included; and that
many of the impacts of the development on the
biodiversity of the site have not been considered.

NPA wishes to make it clear that we do not
favour any development of this area.

NPA’s written concerns about loss of threatened—
plants have been dismissed. The senior consultant
[has] said that “at least some” of all endangered
plants would be in the proposed conservation zone.
This is not acceptable.

These are rare and endangered spccwq and their
habitats are threatened. This government has stated
thatit is interested in preserving the connecting
corridors within the landscape and it has backed
that statement up by funding an extension of the
Great Eastern Ranges Initiative.

Yet when there is a proposal that w uld do irre-
parable harm to such a concept, orfe government
department goes out of its way to" 1gnore the values
of such corridors.

Further, NPA notes with dismay that the actions
in relation to this development proposal 20 against
the very claims made by the current government
when it was facing election. Tt ﬁromised there

would be community consultation in regards such

developments.

In this case the community has been ignored and

a proposal for development that is seriously com-
promjSed is being advanced.
Brian Everingham
president, National Parks Association of NSW
Southern Sydney branch

Experts opposed plan

The Department of Planning and Infrastructure
evaluated the Heathcote Ridge site for potential
housing opportunities and reported the site was not
suitable at this time for housing development due

_cing that financial burden-on our council, and ulti-

~ ment’s assessment and announce the site is ear-

+

when I was Lprimary school, 60 years ago, our |
_school was on a very busy main road. We were
lined up along the side of the road and drilled to:
“Look to the right, 166k to the left, look to the righ
again. Are vehicles coming? Can you cross the
road?” When we said we could, we walked quick]
across the road. Running was not allowed,
: dawdhn~g was 1ot allowed There wasn’t any ped=
estrian crossing.

A pedestrian crossmg was drawn with chalk on
the school yard tarmac and we were drilled on
standing at the pedestrian crossing and waiting for
the vehicles to stop so we could safely cross. Somy
of the boys played the parts of vehicles and a fun
time while learning was had by all.

The onus was on us to safely cross the road.

Why isn’t that happening now?

Ifthere isn’t a crossing near Menai High School
how about the bus pulling into a school driveway
or approach, collect the kids and get back on the
route? It would take only a minute or two, not
enough to mess up the route timing. :

Yvonne Jasper, Kirrawe

to numerous negative constraints including envir-
onmental, infrastructure and strategu, concerns.
What should be of great concern to Sutherland
Shire residents was the identified inability of the
 developer to fund the required infrastructure, pla-

- mately on us. Yet on March 16, Barry b’Farrell -
and Brad Hazzard saw fit to ignore their depart— o

marked for nnmed1ate action.

Bnmwyn Mamiy;l\n?;(
Start small

High-rise housing will not increase affordability. It
will not make it easier for children to live near their
parents. It is not a shire problem, it is the same
across the whole of Sydney. I live in Menai; I could
net afford to buy near my parents in Canterbury, so

in Menai. It’s not close but it is not the other
side of the world, either. Children growing up in
the shire have to save [hard] to buy a house/apart-
ment in the area. You have to forgo things to get a
house near where you grew up. If you live in
Caringbah you cannot buy something in Engadine
or Menai, Rockdale or Sutherland. If people can’t
afford existing units in areas like this they won’t be
able to afford new units in areas where they cur-
rently live. You have to start somewhere, and it
may not be where you want to live forever, but it
may be a start.

Beware: extra ‘school’ days

In regard to the various letters regarding school
zone speeding fines. The last day of the school
term was December 21 for all NSW public
schools, and all school staff were at work up until
this day, including myself. The last day for student
was Wednesday, December 19 as teachers receivex

o pupil-free days at the end of term for profes-
sional learning and planning for the next year. Thi;
occurs every year — it is not a new occurrence.
Every year NSW public schools also have as pupil
free days the first day of terms 1, 2 and 3, and
while no students are at school they are official
school days; and school zones are in operation.
Independent and Catholic schools may not have
pupil-free days at these times so these students
could be at school on these days. With the upcom-
ing holidays I thought it best to advise everyone
that at the beginning of next term there will be fwo
pupil-free days for public school students only.

So while your child, neighbour’ child, grand-
child etc may not go back to school until Wednes-
day, May 1, the official school term starts on
Monday, April 29 and school zones will be
in operation.

Jennifer, Menai

Rushed housing draft

I think it is unreasonable for Sutherland Shire
Council to expect residents to adequately read and
comment intelligently on the Draft Housing
Strategy being proposed, given the limited time
frame allowed of 30 days (which includes Easter
and school holidays). Why is it that other councils
(Blacktown, Byron Shire, and Canada Bay) are
permitted 90 days for review? Please act in the best
interests of your ratepayers and allow the comment
time to be three months.

Tony Cashman, Cronulla
l"—-_"

Safety drill

Bravo to Stephen Griffiths re pedestrian safety

(Your View, March 14). I have been saying that Anne, Mena




By Murray Trembath

SUBDIVIDING existing home
sites will be easier under state
government plans to meet
new housing targets.

A  new  metropolitan
strategy, released this week,
set a requirement for south-
ern Sydney councils to facilit-
ate the building of at least
42,000 extra homes during
the next 20 years.

While new apartment

= New home target set

blocks were expected to
provide many of the new
dwellings, the strategy also
foreshadowed a range of
other measures, including
making the subdivision of
existing blocks easier.

This would be done by
“removing minimum lot size
regulations that stifle produc-

tion of more compact hous-
ing designs with small
backyards for example”.
Changes in the 1990s that
allowed the subdivision of
existing blocks for Torrens
Title, dual-occupancy dwell-

were being destroyed.

The government will detail
its proposed changes to
planning laws in a white
paper to be released shortly.

Other measures included
in the metropolitan strategy
to boost housing numbers
included urban activation
precincts, - which have
already caused controversy

ings were scrapped follow- in Sutherland Shire.
ing community outrage,
with claims neighbourhoods CGONTINUED PAGE 2

“m Jobs will grow
~m Hurstville will
- least 5000 new jo!

GY ADDRESSES HOUSING NEEDS |

m Kogarah will be a sp
precinct, providing an'e: .
m Sutherland will have increased capacity fo :
tainment services and mixed-use development.

comet and good views of Jupiter.

‘dren, $20 families.

S, tsligN

Picture: sames rwvuen

Planning control pc

By Jim Gainsford

SHOULD planning controls covering
Sutherland, Loftus, Kirrawee, Miranda
and Caringbah be handed over to the
state government?

Sutherland Shire councillors debated
this on Monday with most opting to go
ahead with the proposal to nominate
the suburbs to become one of the state
governments controversial urban activ-
ation precincts where planning controls
are handed ,to the government in
exchange for infrastructure funding.

Last year, the council nominated Mir-
anda and Caringbah as urban activation
precincts and recently added Suther-
land, Kirrawee andXoftus.

Mayor Kent Johns $aid the chances of
getting two urban ac¥jvation precincts
in the shire were very slim.

“My preference is for Sutherland to go
ahead. We want to make Sutherland a
regional centre again.

“This is about providing the infra-

m Council favours ceding role fo'state

structure for growth in the area in road,
rail, education facilities and recreational
areas.” :

This week's debate was triggered by a
rescission motion lodged by Cr Phil
Blight wanting the council to reverse its
decision.

“A  consequence of being an urban-
activation precinct is that you are activ-
ated in an wrban sense, and that means
high-rise,” he said.

“The detached single dwellings are
being replaced by five storeys or even 12
to 16 storeys.

“Under this proposal, Kirrawee is clas-
sified as an underdeveloped area.

“Everyone who lives in a single,
detached dwelling could be seen by the
council to live in an underdeveloped
area.

“People did not vote for state govern-

ment bureaucrats to:be deciding what

‘heights and density we have.” -
Cr Diedree Steinwall said she was

shocked at Loftus being added to the list.
“We don't have enough information to
give up our planning controls,” she said.
Cr Steve Simpson said the move was

~about providing jobs. -

“Trains and roads are packed because
professional people have to leave the
shire every day to go to work.

“It is time to look at employment in
the the shire, along with affordable
housing and transport hubs.”

Cr Blight's rescission motion was
defeated, with an amendment by Cr
Peter Towell calling for the council to
withdraw its nominations for the sub-
urbs to become urban-activation pre-
cincts and for more nominations to be
exhibited to the public for 60 days.

wer may shift

Cr Towell said the council was hand-

_ing planning controls to the state gov-

ernment on a wing and a prayer.

“The only jobs that will be created will
be in construction and unfortunately
that is not a long-term job that stays in
the area.” ?

He said potential infrastructure fund-
ing is calculated on the annual yield of
dwellings in the each precinct, not on
on any formation of jobs. 4

“We have a situations where-instead
of individual projects being taken over
by the state they will be handed to sev-
eral suburbs.

“] think before we proceed we need to
ask the people who have spent their
lives paying mortgages in these areas
what they think. This is not too much to
ask.”

Grassroots res\mion group Save

Our Shire is opposed to sweeping plan-
ning changes sought by Sutherland Shire
Council. More in the Leader next week.

BRI




Action: A new‘residen‘ts’ action grou
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Save Our Shire has bgenformed in & ©
_ response to changes to planning. Neil:.
\ deNett is front right with the group.
Picture:Chris Lane~

By Jim Gainsford

“We have no political
affiliations but are a mix-

A NEW grassroots resid-
ents’ action group, Save
Our Shire, has been
formed to oppose sweep-
ing planning changes
being pursued by Suther-
land Shire Council.

SOS chairman  Neil
deNett said the group has
been formed in response to
planning proposals in the
Sutherland Shire Local
Environmental Plan and
the move by the council to
nominate Miranda, Caring-
bah, Sutherland, Loftus
and Kirrawee to become
urban activation precincts.

ture of people from all
political parties including
Liberal, Labor and Shire
Watch,” Mr deNett said.

“We have no problem
with the way the council is
running the shire. They are
doing a good job. But we
are worried about the pro-
posed planning controls
that, if implemented, will
change the nature and face
of the shire forever.

“There are so many plan-
ning changes. We have the
planning White Paper, the
draft LEP and now the
urban activation precincts

B Are you aware of the
council’s planning changes?
Are you worried about

what they are proposing?

0

proposal. It is overkill. How
are people supposed to
cope with it?

“Speaking to residents, it
is clear that most who live
in the affected areas are be
unaware that the council
has proposed their suburbs
to become urban activa-
tion precincts.

“And they would have little
knowledge of what it means.

Have your say
theleader.com.au

Window locK plan‘will
help keep children safe

By Sarah Whyte
EVERY apartm& above

ground level in NSW will be
required to fit safety devices
to prevent children from fall-
ing from windows.

Over five years, all windows
above the ground floor in
existing residential strata
schemes must be fitted with
locks or safety devices which
can prevent the windows
from opening more than 12.5
centimetres, or the width of a
baby’s head, Trading Minister
Anthony Roberts said.

The proposed safety meas-
ure, to be enforced in May,

will cost between $10 and $40
per window.

The move has been widely
applauded by the Australian
Medical Association, peak
strata corporations and the
NSW Opposition. :

“Some owners and tenants
will already have safety
devices fitted to their win-
dows but this will ensure any
child living in or visiting an
apartment above the ground
floor will be safe,” Mr Roberts .
said. =i ;

It is estimated that by 2030,
more than 50 per cent of the
NSW population will live in‘a

_strata scheme.

:a ' ‘l;‘

During 2011 and 2012, as
many as 39 children aged
nine or younger were hospit-
alised after falling from apart-

ment windows. o

Last month, a toddler fell
15 metres onto a slab of con-
crete at Eastwood.

_ The proposed law endorses
the recommendations of the | .
2012 report — preventing | -

children falling from residen-

tial buildings — by a West-
mead Children’s Hospital
- working party:.. Lo

The Owners Corporation
Network ~said it would
encourage owners to install
the safety devices.

- 4 :

i /,/// s Y

“The whole of Waratah
Park is included in the
urban activation precinct.
You have to wonder why
they are handing control of
the park to the state gov-
ernment.

“And the bushland be-
tween the Sutherland Shire
swimming pool and the old
bowling green site has been
earmarked for high-rise
flats.

“This is 13,346 square
metres of public open
space being handed to a
developer under the LEP

“We are deeply con-
cerned that the council did
not consult residents at all

about handing over two
large areas of the shire tc
the state government as
urban activation precincts
without consulting resid:
ents at all.

“They didn’t have
nominate these areas, the!
just volunteered them.

“And they didn’t ask any
one in the shire befor
they volunteered them, le
alone residents wio liv
there.” 7/

Residents who want more
information on the group ca
g0 saveourshire.org.au, or
visit the group’s Facebook
page Save Our Shire.

roads.

moment.

| joke. .

roads.

| I'mnot anti-development but some planning h
: ¥ ; as
| to be'done to accommodate all the extra cars ogn the

L@wnlé/%/l;’ //

Pressure on roads

Just wondering with all this new de
S ! . velopment
going on in the shire what’s being done ?0 fix the

The politicians think it’s fine to a all thi
deyclopment _but with the Sharkies?l()}rr%:ﬂiﬁltshls
Beach, the brick pit and the old Caringbah High
site all going ahead in the near future, there wigll be
thzlrllsands m}?re people living here. .

nyone who does the commute over i
Cook Bridge and through Brighton to t}(lj; Ichtat;n
every day knows how bad the traffic is at the

What’s it going to be like in five years? ]

Taren Point Road has turned into a ¢
! u ar park at
peak hour and trying to find a park in Crgnulla isa

Josh Briggs, South Caringbah 1 |
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The Leader welcomes letters to the editor.
Please keep your letters to about 200 words

_ andinclude a daytime phone number for
clarification, Letters may be cut for space,
clarity or legal reasons. Anonymous letters
will not be pubiished. Preference wilkhe
given to letters which allow publicationof

author’s name and suburb.

Zoning alarm bells

A warning to Sutherland Shire residents to care-
fully read the letter from Sutherland Shire Council
notifying intended changes to the zoning and plan-

“ning controls in the shire. As the letter states: “The ;i
draft plan has implications for al/ property own-
ers.” These changes will affect your suburb.

Turge all residents to strongly object to the
implementation of new zoning legislation,
whereby council waives its responsibilities of plan-
ning control for development in the shire, handing
all power to the not-so-moral state government.

Stop feeding us propaganda council, get back to
your obligations, and work for your community.
Don’t sit on your hands shire people — I urge all to
oppose these changes, by contacting council, and
fight for a better standard of living that suits us and
not that of the developer. Our land lots, roads and
infrastructure are at their limits. I can guarantee if
we don’t put up a fight, our little piece of paradise
will become just another dirty, overpopulated sub-
urb like those popping up around Sydney.

: Linda Gymea

I'received a letter from Sutherland Shire Council
last week (March 26) dated March 15 stating that
we can see the Draft LEP until April 17 (now
extended to May 1 — see story in this edition),
which affects us all with changed boundaries,
development conditions and usage.

The document is 72 pages of legalese. It seems to
- me that this is the usual way that bureancrats stifle
debate by not allowing sufficient time for consid-
eration and reply. All ratepayers should read the
draft plan and see what lies in their future,

Sid Ford, Gymea Bay

“Parking at
Cronulla is
inadequate. Very-
little commuter
car park.

Retailers do

| Posted: local .

|

i need to park somewhere if they are to operate

1 the busi#ess that attracts shoppers and .

3 sﬁﬁéﬁﬁ run the risk of fines. The council -

needs to address this issue urgently”
Posted: Land of the Hobbit

| “This is typical of Cronulla Chamber of

3 Commerce which shows no regard for Cronulla
V residences, eg Sharks development, but when
they want to develop Cronulla CBD or req’uce
customer parking, it wants their support.

*

Demand more time

So the LEP exhibition period has been extended to
May 1. This is s#ill not enough time to properly
consider this proposed legislation. Residents in
other council areas were given 12 weeks. And
these aren’t minor changes we are talking about.
The proposals (especially in ordinary residential
zones) will affect everybody. Bigger houses, fewer
trees all the way to Illawong, Heathcote East,
Gymea Bay, and Como. The whole shire. Write to
Sutherland Shire Council ssc@ssc.nsw. gov.au and
demand more time. And a clearer explanation.
Jenni Gormley
chair, Sutherland Shire Environment Centre

Menai warning

Traffic traffic traffic. That’s what will happen if
this ludicrous proposal to develop 2400 new home
sites in West Menai (Leader, March 19) goes .
ahead, which the O’Farrell government and plan-

ning department are hell-bent on allowing.

Traffic will not only increase in volume but
quantity — multiply 2400 home sites times two
cars per household and you have 4800 extra cars
competing for space on Woronora Bridge at 8am
each morning as well as never finding space at a
local super-market again.

Bush fire danger! In January 1994 when Como
West and Jannali went up, a resident of Bangor
asked “Where do we drive t0?” when an SES
adviser called on the Friday nighttelling residents
to be ready to evacuate. His reply was: “You don’t
drive — you walk out”.

Do we build two extra bridges to span Woronora
River, as well as throwing in an extra one at Alfords
Point, or accept our fate and perish? I think not!

Menai residents should be very concerned about
this absurd proposal and letting their political rep-
resentaglves know the answer is NO!

Elaine Greenfield, Bangor |

B VIORE OF YOUR LETTERS PAGE 12




e e
- A"S{ﬁma" population LT' /g

Oyster Bay

|
Re “Population now edging closer to 23 million” \
(Leader, March 7). =

Two Australian population milestones excite
public debate: 23 million and 36 million. |

In 1994, The Australian Academy of Science |
examined Australia’s population choices, stating R
that, in its view, “the quality of all aspects of our |
children’s lives will be maximised if the population |
of Australia is kept to the low, stable end of the
achievable range, . . . to approximately
23 million”. g ,

A 1994 parliamentary inquiry led by Barry Jones
found there was strong community support for the
stable population option.

In 2001 Philip Ruddock, the then immigration
minister, told the 2001 Sutherland Sydney’s
Population Future Forum that: “The figure of
24 million is approximately what the Australian
Bureau of Statistics projects for the year 2050, ..
The most important feature of such a population is
that it would be stable — not increasing and not
decreasing— and no longer ageing”. -

But Australia’s population will reach 23 million
in May this year. And it wili not be stable.

Kevin Rudd’s 36 million, “big Australia”
outraged the electorate. Rudd was removed and

politicians of all colours declared they were against
a population 36 million for Australia.

But under Labor, Australia’s population is
growing at 1.6 per cent a year. At this rate it will
double in just 44 years. The Coalition promises 1.4
per cent a year population growth, doubling in 50
years. No matter who is in power, Australia’s 2050
population will far exceed 36 million and will still
be growing.

Electors will be livid when they wakeup . . .

\ Gordon Hocking, Oyster Bay -
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Gordon Hocking (Your View, March 19)isso
i G - S 5 - o
ngrhhe reason why we are now faced withmassive |
increases in high density in the shire i thatour 4
~ politicians meekly accept that Sydney’s pppulahg;
i going to increase forever and hightise 13 the only
A come up with. L ;
* They do not seem to care that our chidrelt and
-~ gfanthﬂdxeﬁ‘ ‘could be denied the joy of a back-
yard where they can play, create vegie and othgr
gardens, learn about nature and get plenty 0
V -exggxzxm costé follow to ensure children can’t
fall out of unitwindows.
falll'lgilit;nﬁxe children aged nine or younger were
hospitaliéed after falling from apartment windows
during 2011-2012 (Leader, March 19). -
~ When one looks at the map of Apstraha and
notes that relatively small dot that is Sydney 1t 18 -
mind—n&jbing to realise that nearly one quarter (i
our total population is crammed in there. (Actually
22 percentnow:) .
Where are our visionaries: et
What about very fast trains, deg:lcntrghsatlo
d yet feasible plans for our future: /
gr%Smadlgf, one cannot help but feel that the poldtical
 clads has allowed itself to become flooded with
intellectual pygmies. . a0
mt(gl&f;ol?tilc)i};inseem to have lost their creativity, |

. ton and vigour, Electors wake up!
s gDrJean Leyendekkers, Caringbah {

ne*wiod:1apesjay)

/

)

i
- >
L D
L m

=

-9 Jjm a3ualageld *paysiiqnd oq Jou M
| SnowiALouY ‘suoseal [ega] 1o uejo.
e\dsj%,ma aq few sioe1 ‘uojesnelo

T

b7

=
o
2
@
&
)
3
=
=
i
Y
=
o
@
g
L nd
=
@
@
=
e
=

o
o
=
3
=
=
@
S
-0
=
e
s
"N
(—3
g‘
2
173







4 uaaq Apeale sey

Ui s| pue (juauidojerapiano
H uapuadapuj

n

TV VG AUUR ADU IIY MOUUSnTl)
0} J9A0 papue
EpusWILOdal S Ye1s [1ounog)

ud

W Buiysnd si jjauey,0 Aue

Gl
JIOUNOI 3L 8SiADE 0) S8R} M), BY

3ol e .jemauai u

P 8jeas-a3ie} 0} Ao,

IADE JBLIO PUB [oUB JUALUSSASSY PUB SuLes

UL'(1€ Menuer Yapear)

U} U} SYUBPISal pUe Justuwwancs ajes 9

, POJIEO-0S YNl
DI sjpued Liosi

‘au

Y "SJUBPISAI 19A0 S1ad0jaNd)

JBMaUBI Legin,

Ajjeas)
aU1 Jo SIBqUiaL 6T JOIN0 T JBLA BIR S108) o

J1P8YNsLI0I B Jou jjim Seale asal
Seale sWos 10} Ayjiqisuodss
%995 30U PIp S{jaM Ja1ad S
2lIYS puepaLpNg sufede

theleader.com.au

23/3/13

SUTHERLAND Shire ratepayers
~~will have to bear an “immense”
cost for generations if the state
 government goes ahead with its
decision to include the West
Menai development in the
Potential Homesites program.

Landowners were asked to
nominate large sites for the
program that could be
developed for housing within
three years at no additional cost
to government.

Planning Minister Brad Haz-
zard announced on March
that Gandangara Local
ginal Land Counci
Menai proposal was
seven sites in NSI
included in the prog
had the combined pote
provide 15,850 dwellings.

Sutherland Shire Council has
made repeated strong submis-

1to

sions to' the state government -

identifying fundamental weak-
nesses in the proposal, includ-

ings, dual occupancy and
multi-dwelling housing such as
townhouses and villas.

The design of the proposed
area will also result in excessive
ongoing costs to the council
due to road design, stormwater
management and bushfire haz-
ard protection.

The council decided this week

= Infrastructure may bring debt

with the planned urban release

ing its potential exposure to
bushfire hazards.

nnin g
ght its concerns

area at West Menai in an
attempt to secure the best out-
come for residents.

“The cost to council will be
immense,” Councillor Peter
Towell said. o

“The mere fact that there can

be 2000 blocks completed |
before any contributions need. |
to be made for roads leaves this |

development open to never
being completed.
“There is no way

er to be s
Councillor Steve Simpson said
the Planning Minister had
made a mistake by including
West Menfai in the program.

“If this goes ahead, then rate-
payers will be
generatio

~ maintain the roads and infra-

structure once this becomes a
public place.”

B What do you think of the state

in the Homeslte

Haveyoursay
theleadercomau




@Q

Log on to have your say
and read more feedback
at theleader.com.au

Email your letters to
leaderletters@ PO Box 25, Kogarah, NSW, 2217.
fairfaxmedia.com.au Fax 9588 8887

" Write letters to: Your View, The Le

Plea for next generation

I see the Save Our Shire group (Leader. March 26
are again complaining about the proposed plannin
changes. I can’t help but notice from their group
photo they all seem to be well in advance of 50,
therefore a big chance they own their homes. They
probably worked hard and good Iuck to them.

My point is: what about the young people looking
to start out and are driven out by ridiculous house
prices? They end up moving away and their childre:
are lost to our schools and their money to our shops

The knock-on effect is endless. Do we pander to
the older generation who want things how they we
or make some sacrifices and stop the young famil-
ies, who are the lifeblood of a solid community, le:
ing in droves?

I want my kids to be able to afford to buy and liv:
in the shire, and the state government’s and counci
plans may be the only way this might happen. The
are two 51des to this story, not just one noisy one.

Vaughn, Mirar
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High-rises fear

Re the letter “Plea for next genera-
tion” (Your View, April 2). Unfortu-
nately, in some Western societies
there is inadequate regard given to
our elders for their experience and
knowledge. Seniors have experi-
enced the tough and good times in
life and know when impending
actions are unsustainable,

This senior group are whistle
blowers warning us that council
actions are destroying our shire.
Their website saveourshire.org.au
needs to be carefully studied prior to
passing hasty judgment. Do we seri-
ously want our offspring to be
stacked up in high-rise units and their
kids deprived of a backyard? We all
know that is not their goal.

Sutherland Shire Council’s LEP
has mapped out circles 1.6 kilo-
metres in diameter, where affordable
homes with backyards are to be sacri-
ficed for high density, Many of these

homes are brand new. Once these are

X

destroyed, homes in outlying areas
become unaffordable. The council
has no idea how many families with

Defendin=S0S [ g/‘f / /2
Thank you to all of those people who gave up their Sat-
to set up an information stall to inform shire res-
idents of the draft LEP 2013. I did not receive my leticr
until March 28. It should have been our councillors
holding information booths like this for the residents.

&

kids, of which there are many, will be | ike this
displaced by unit construction. Some | 1 have found the Save Our Shire [SOS] website and
homes are occupied by the elderly ] facebook page extremely helpful. We need more resid-
who wish to age in their place. ! ents in the shire to be like these people. :

These residents do not seem to % v : Kasey, Woolooware
matter. Our elderly and our younger
generation deserve better, | S i :

@ Baluk, Miranda I am in my 90s and in my life have seen significant
ST : - changes to Cronulla, which was once an innocent

r2;

LEP will lead to overcrowding

I am disturbed by Sutherland Shire Council’s proposed
LEP which promotes the prospect of yet further over-
development in Cronulla and especially South
Cronulla, which is already suffering from over-
crowding.

If the council proceeds with this plan to allow more
and more units, Cronulla will end up looking like the
Gold Coast.

The big difference being that South Cronulla has

only two 1 that lead to nowhere. This already
causes significant traffic congestion, which will
markedly inct

: is already at capacity and there are
no prospects for improvement in the foreseeable future.

Decentralisation not easy \/
While agreeing with Dr Leyendekkers fe:

Sydney’s population “High-rise not the splution”
(Your View, April 4), I think Bob Carr (th
premier) said 10 years ago “Sydney’ full 3 having

national parks on both sides and a mountain
(§ma}l) at the back the only possible further er:;ag;
ston 1s to areas like Goulburn or the Central Coast.

Decentralisation sounds

good but there is very

little industry these days to supply the jobs required

and without jobs nothing

much will happe

We certainly need one or two major cities\on the
east coast, it will be no easy job getting thenfo the
stage where they self generate the work and ser-
vices that people will want to move there. -

R ——

Jim Butterfield, Cronulla

ning controls is that they do not

the South Cronulla peninsula.

back to Kingsway.

and Surf Road.

Build new access road

A glaring omission from the Sutg:}ri

land Shire mayor’s letter nominatir
proposed changes to zoning and plat

address traffic getting in and out of

Access to the peninsula can be
gained only via Gerrale and Cronulla
Streets both of which are regularly
“gridlocked” with traffic extending

Vehicles often take more than 20
minutes to go from Kingsway to the
pedestrian crossings at the station

That can mean a matter of life or
death for emergency vehicles trying

to save someone’s life or putouta -———
fire. The peninsula urgently needs a
third access road that is not affected
by pedestrians crossing the roads “en
masse”.

A road could easily be constructed
around the perimeter of Tonkin Park
joining up with Searl Road thereby
providing an unencumbered route
from all sections of the Shire to Nich-
olson Parade and the Peninsula.

If someone were to die as a result of
an ambulance not getting through in
time councillors may well remember
that sitting on their hands on this
issue might create the perception that
they have failed to exercise their duty |

of care toward residents and visitors. |
Hank Laan, Cronutla

-

seaside village. The desirability of living here is
being eroded and I cannot understand why.

‘We should stand up and be counted and let the
council and the state government know what we
think about this plan. :

Our home is worth saving.
| g 13 lenpe
Roa s‘}' n't keepﬁi}

Regarding the letter by B. Every (Your View, Aplié.
The newly elected Sutherland Shire Council, with
their LEP, want to turn Sutherland Shire into a ghetio
by allowing 12-storey residential flats. Not thinking
about infrastructure — some roads are already a car
park. The shire needs a fot of upgrading but not high-
rise building. We givetheman“F”. -
: ~ Connie Marquette, Sylvania

Bob Baker, Cronuila

We don’t need high-rise
: ; - @ ke i - 7 ]a.
Please nomore high-rise in South Cromul!
Wha:lizﬁxemaﬁerwith the mayorand S
ire Council? ; :
m’rigr};ﬂx: alreado y regular traffic gridlockin
Cronulla and an acute lack of parking.
Onmostdayslamunabletoparkmycarany-
wherenearmyunithlShellewach. :
Myvisitor§havemparkstreetsawayor3ustwaik :
on- . - »
ﬁo&:hlz ﬁady an intolerable sitnation w}:ncg will
' + worse if we keep cramming more and
?x?(lx)rreg;e:;ﬂe into this confined area with its limited
roadaccess.
The attractive easy i€
is worth preserving against
dollar-greedy developers.

e

lifestyle which we enjoy here

the onslaught of the
Ts anybody listening? /'
Does anybodyhcir%f -
eip
Will anybody help John Larkin, South Cronulla

S e —
s L

B £ ;
this amendment is sneaky and nndemocratic.

7 = lenni Gormley,

- chair, 7t Shire Environment Centre



/High-rise for p

By Jim Gainsford

MORE than 13,000 square metres of public
open space at Waratah Park, Sutherland,
could be used for high-rise of up to nine
storeys under Sutherland Shire Council’s draft
local environmental plan 2013,

Waratah Park has also been included in the
area nominated by the council for an urban
activation precinct, This means if approved,
planning controls for the park would be
handed to the state government.

The proposal is included in the draft Suther-

m Plan to use public open space for units

land centre strategy, which is a supporting
document of the draft LEP.

The council voted last year for the potential
southern Sutherland development site, which
is outlined in the Sutherland centre strategy,
to be extended further south to include 13,340
square metres of Waratah Park, to the bound-
ary of Sutherland Leisure Centre.

This has been done at the request of Mir-

anda RSL Club, which is pursuing a major
development of the area.

The council also amended all maps in the
Sutherland centre strategy to reflect the
extension of the potential development area
precinct south to the northern edge of the
Sutherland Leisure Centre and adopted a
maximum height of 30 metres, or nine
storeys, for this precinct.

ark

This can be viméin the Sutherland centre

building heights map in the draft LEP

“It is very hard to spot in the LEP as it
doesn’t mention anywhere that it includes
public open space,” Save Our Shire repre-
sentative Jean Baluk said.

“The dangerous precedent is that other
clubs or organisations could be looking at
rezoning public open space for develop-
ment,”

L Heritage resuval vIsiwis w wuiunivia USHHITGLS! ) CHUJUG Tvaie o

ammnas . |

Planners tﬁ?n%ﬁage public input

By Murray Trembath

PLANNING and Infrastructure Minister Brad
Hazzard admits it will be “a mighty chal-
lenge” to get communities involved at an
early stage in deciding what sort of develop-
ment they want in their area.

“But we are up for the challenge,” he said
when releasing a white paper and draft legis-
lation for a radical, new planning system.

It would see councils and residents jointly
develop a strategic local plan, under a public
participation charter.

Once that was in place, development
approvals would be “ticked off” quickly,
without consultation with neighbours, if
they met the criteria. Y

Councils would be encouraged to use social
media to engage their communities and

o m————

m Fast-frack approvals
aim of proposed law

provide 3D images to help explain plans.

Mr Hazzard said the aim was, within five
years, for 80 per cent of development applic-
ations to either not require approval or to be
“fast tracked” by a private or council certifier,
or council planner.

Most of the remaining applications would
be dealt with by “independent experts” on
regional planning panels, independent hear-
ing and assessment panels and the Planning
Assessment Commission,

Following further public consultation until
June 28, legislation will be finalised and

introduced into Parliament later this year, Mr
Hazze;rd said. :

He has scheduled a meeting with re
sentatives of a coalition ofgconmtﬁg:i‘?;
groups, including several from St George and
Sutherland Shire, who are opposed to the
sweeping changes.

The Nature Conservation Council of NSW

and Total Environment Centre gave the new

system a “failure” mark of 6.5 points out of 15
after assessing it on 15 criteria.
However, they were pleased with the public

participation charter.

& What do

youthinkof  Have yoursay
the proposed  theleadercom.au
new system?

10-DAY CONSENT RULE

1o beapmmdmaww"m‘“%m
a private or council certifier if it complied with
pre-determined rules. Examples indudedm%new :

overshadowing, privacy, height and appearan

Bxamples included a development of up to 20 villas
ortownhouses,
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By Jim Gainsford

SAVE Our Shire has lodged a com-
plaint with the Department of Plan-

ning over Sutherland Shire Council’s’

decision to exhibit two local environ-
mental plans (LEPs) simultaneously,

The draft LEP 2013 with its 65 zon-
ing changes affecting every residen-
tial lot in the shire has been on
exhibition with a closing date for
comment of May 1.

But the council also advertised an
amendment to its current LEP 2006
— known as amendment 20 — and

T

Doub\le i)

isplay prompts

then put it on public exhibition too.

To add to the confusion, both LEPs
deal with the same matters — changes
to floor space ratios for family homes,
reduction in landscaping require-
ments and new foreshore controls.

Save Our Shire spokesman Neil
deNett said the simultaneous exhibi-
tion of two LEPs was a deliberate
action by the council to confuse res-
idents and pre-empt a result for the
main exhibition of the draft
LEP 2013.

“Significantly, everything that is in
amendment 20 is also contained in

2% \?z‘?{_‘)

(*

omplaint

the draft LEP 2013,” Mr deNett said.

“Both documents are exactly
the same.

“The only reason they are exhibiting
the amendment 20 LEP 2006 is to get
the changes through sooner,

“If amendment 20 is approved, it is
effective immediately.

“We believe that this has been a
deliberate action by the council to
confuse residents. . v

“Residents would be confused as
to why the same material is exhib-
ited at the same time in two differ-
ent documents.

“Amendment 20 is designed to
get an earlier result with less
public scrutiny.”

Sutherland Shire mayor Kent Johns
said there was no hidden agenda.

“Amendment 20 is to rectify anom-
alies. It was never intended to be a’
comprehensive LEB” he said,

“It is a localised issue, while the
draft LEP 2013 is a comprehensive,
shire-wide document.

“This is being done with expediency
but also transparency.

“And that is why I am advertising
these issues.”




DPP—
‘Perceived bias’ / //

Miranda RSLS push as the developer to use public
open spaces for units (Leader, April 18) and Suther-
land Couneil's decision to accede to the club’s
request raises an interesting issue.

Club president Kevin Schreiber, Sutherland
Shire’s deputy mayor, declared a pecuniary interest!
in his role as club president, and whenever the mat-
ter came before the council he did not take part in
any debate,

However, as deputy mayor of the majority polit-
ical party voting to take public land for the benefit
of the developer, is there not a perceived or appre-
hended bias?

Resigning from the council would create at least
the appearance of an impartial and unprejudiced
decision. Any vote by the council on the develop-
ment while the club’s president is on the council

Concrete shire

“Greening the shire” logos previously adorned Suther-
land Shire Council vehicles. “Concreting the shire”
would now be more appropriate. .

Our concrete-promoting shire will have less open

| space if approval is given to the Miranda RSL Club
/ proposal to transform parts of Waratah Park Suther-
land (Leader, April 18) into another nine-storey high-
rise complex.

An energy gulping, sunlight deficient, shadow pro-

ducing, congestion generating, vertical concrete
jungle. A noise producing living environment for fam-
ilies where children are cooped up inside with TV
instead of enjoying healthy out(f;or sunshine and
open space. :
The description “Miranda RSL’ used on the council
website refers to the limiteq liability public company
“Miranda RSL Sub Branch\Club Ltd”.

Its 2012 annual report shoys that the company oper-

does not create a good image,
2 George Miller, Sutherland
7/ )a
e

ates a licensed club within the suburb of Miranda.

It is not connected with The Returned and Services
League of Australia Miranda sub-branch, but seems to
be in a relationship with an unidentified developer.

In the club’ annual report, president Kevin Schreiber
(also shire deputy mayor) wrote that “it should be one
of the biggest commercial development undertakings
of any NSW licensed club to date bar none”.

Sutherland Shire residents need to be active in pre-
serving our open space way of life.

‘We need to write now to council, councillors and
MPs seeking rejection of this attack on sorely needed
public open space and existing community
facility sites.

J. Brett, Miranda

Poor planning

Re the article “High-rise for park” (Leader, April 18).
Part of good town planning is to break up developed

L)

areas with a zone of green space. Waratah Park is a
good example.

Why pander to developments that represent poor
planning? The whole of Sydney has poor traffic flows
because of poor planning and infrastructure
which adds to the cost of business and the frustration
of commuters,

Glenn Eccleston, Caringbah

Disclosure missing

Why would council sell public open space (a finite
resource) to a developer (Leader, April 18) while
at the same time pushing for more and more
high-rise flats?

‘Why hasn’t this so-called biggest comr
opment of any NSW licensed club been fi
closure by Sutherland Shire Council? T}
Our Shire, and the Leader.




High-rise agenda hidden

I viewed with interest the 7.30 Report on the ABC
profiling the Sutherland Shire’s proposed changes to
zoning and planning controls, ;

The easy argument is that the residents of the Suther-
land Shire overwhelmingly voted for a Liberal domin-
ated council, so if they don’t like what the council is
doing they will just have to suck it up.

The Shire Watch group has made the point that the
Liberal councillors never campaigned on a sweeping
reform agenda; this has only become apparent post-
council election.

If any Sutherland Shire residents wish to see what
the future will look like, I suggest they take a visit to
Hurstville — then they can make up their own minds

if that is the kind of future they want for the shire.

Mayor Kent Johns declined to be intefyiewed for the
program, Quentin Dempster left an open iyitation for
his response in next Friday’s program.

I’'m interested to hear what mayor Johns has to say.

John Gunn, Jannali
A 5/B  Lews ;
Hold { pl!{Iic debate -~

Plans for development (overdevelopment?) by Suther-
land mayor Kent Johns were proceeding quietly, even
secretively, until 10 citizens — the Save Our Shire
(SOS) group —made public an intended huge leap in
high-rise development and huge reduction in the
shire’s landscaped area,

An explosion of protest has followed, reported by
ABC1’s Quentin Dempster on April 27.

“This means overdevelopment, overcrowding and
traffic congestion”, says SOS, “an end to the leafy-
green and water-views beauty of our shire, an end to
what three or four generations of citizens have fought
to preserve.” ST

As a long-time resident I am shocked by what SOS
has uncovered. So much so, indeed, that I am moved to

take action at once, so I ask mayor Johns to publicly
debate the issue.

Remember, the shire’s inotto has been “greening the
shire” —not “concreting thishire”.

A public debate is the only\way to go. Will mayor
Johns front up, or will he evade? He must know he
is being talked of as wanting to create a
developers’ paradise.

My claim to be a representative citizen is based on
data that I reluctantly mention: over 60 years in the
shire, one of the ex-AIF wave of settlers, built my own
home at Como, always active in community groups
such as progress associations, often a writer on shire
history, a secondary teacher for 12 years, OAM for
services to the environment, twice Citizen of the Year
(1995, 2010), founder of Sutherland Shire Environ-
ment Centre in 1991.

Come on, mayor Johns, will you publicly defend
what you are doing?

R.D. (Bob) Walshe, Jannali

Amenity sacrificed
This Liberal-dominated council has betrayed the

Leave us alone

Phew, mayor Kent Johns is hopefully not far off
leaving us for federal politics since his preselection

for Werriwa, Ope would have to question his sincer-
ity and dedicatidn to the shire in view of this move.
There will be t many hoping this means we

don’t now have to\continue with his unelected
agenda of concreting the sky across the shire. .

I'mean who was he really doing this for? Nomin-
ating large tracts of our shire to be developed with-
out our consultation, without improving our
transport infrastructure and without affordable
housing for our shire’s younger generation.

Do us a favour: please go early, focus on your
new job and leave us alone. s

Banksy, Como

people of the Sutherland Shire who trusted them to
deliver environmental outcomes that would be a
balance in trying to accommodate a growing popu-
lation and support an already fragile environment.

This council has doubled the targets set by the
state government for high-density dwellings thus
reducing the overall tree canopy and landscaped
areas which are the lifeline of our community.

Why take these drastic measures? We need
transparency and full disclosure from this
Liberal-dominated council.

Shame on this mayor and his mates for
attempting to destroy the amenity of this beauti-
ful part of the world.
lennifer Fitzgerald, Cronulla

PIa?p/ co

ing doncerns
While the LDP for the Cronulla area is perhaps in

- the long-term interest of the development of the
area, there appears to be some concern associated
with the building heights.

Why has the mall area been subjected to height
development of up to five floors on the eastern side,
and to that same height on some of the western side?

Also, what consideration has been given to addi-
tional parking spaces for the additional population,
and also what considerations fiave been made for
increased traffic flow itito, in and around the
Cronulla road system as well as exit measures from
Cronulla by road due to increased vehicle usage.

The mall is dependent on sunshine, and the
increased building heighis of the mall may cause
excessive shadowing in the mall,

By all means, look to the future, but please let’s
not have Manhattan in Cronulla, Let temperance
be the rule of our development, not an overindul-
gence of creating population towers.

: _ Glenn Giese,Cronulla
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Appalled by rezoning plan \

While our attention will be diverted to Canberra
and Treasurer Swan’s latest deficit effort, Suther-
land Shire Council will be conducting a public
hearing to determine whether the Entertainment
Centre site should be rezoned from community to
operational land usage. The only reference to this
meeting was a few weeks ago buried away in the
council notices. :

It is now listed on the council's website without
any information as to the intention or an agenda.

The notice identified the site by address only, 30
Eton Street, not by its current usage. Are they try-
ing to slip something through? i :

Is Sutherland Shire Council preparing to sacri-
fice more of our precious community land for the
few greedy developers who plan to turn the shire
into Manhattan in the south? What is next?
Developer sponsorship of council’s meetings?

As a Sutherland Shire resident and ratepayer of
30 years I am appalled at such consideration being
given by our council to rezone the land on which
sits a jewel of the shire. With my family I have
attended countless concerts at the centre and been

/ﬂ;&gy grateful it was so affordable and close to our

me.
Make your feelings known. Contact Sutherland
Council on 9710 0333 and voice your opinion.
Better yet, attend the meeting on May 14.
Connie, Heathcot:



By Jim Gainsford
- TWO shire Liberal MPs have stepped in to

ensure planning decisions for Miranda and
Caringbah are retained locally rather than
Sutherland Shire Council offering them to the
state government.

Miranda MP Graham Annesley, the Sports
Minister, said he could not support the coun-
cil's proposal to nominate Miranda-
Caringbah as one of the state government’s
controversial Urban Activation Precincts. -

He was backed by Cronulla MP Mark
Speakman, who expressed “serious concerns”

“over the proposal to the mayor and a number

of councillors.

The council nominated two areas of the
shire for urban activation precincts, one for
Miranda-Caringbah and the other for
Sutherland-Kirrawee-Loftus.

MPs support local pian

® Council backs away
from Miranda proposal

Under the proposal, the council would hand
planning controls over these areas to the state
government in exchange for infrastructure
funding.

In a mayoral minute at this week’s council
meeting, mayor Kent Johns said the
nomination of Miranda as an activation
precinct has caused “significant concern” for
some residents and been withdrawn.

“These concerns were further [stressed] by
the Member for Miranda Graham Annesley
who requested I meet with him to discuss the
precinct, the timing of the request and the
possible impacts,” Cr Johns said.

Mr Annesley sougZ a briefing from the
Department of Planning and Infrastructure so
he could be fully aware of the direction this
activation precinct would lead the local area.

“Mr Annesley during our discussions made
his position very clear that at the present time
he could not support the activation precinct
and I respect that position.”

Mr Annesley said he understood the need to
cater for future housing requirements in the
shire, particularly for young people who want
to stay living in the area.

“But my preference is that we do that
through the normal planning processes with
council rather than handing powers over
without local control,” he said.

“We campaigned on handing planning
controls back to local councils.

“And it’s my clear preference that these
decisions are made locally.”

ning control

Mr Speakman said he also Yupported the
withdrawal by the council of its nomination
of a Miranda-Caringbah urban activation
precinct.

“Once the Department of Planning and
Infrastructure received the nomination in
March, 1 obtained my own briefing from the
department and expressed my serious
concerns about the current proposal to the
mayor and a number of councillors.”

Sutherland Shire Labor councillor Diedree
Steinwall called on the council to also
withdraw its nomination of Sutherland,
Kirrawee and Loftus as an Urban Activation
Precinct in view of Mr Annesley’s stated
concerns about the possible impact on
Miranda.

“It is quite significant that a state
government minister is worried about Urban
Activation Precincts,” she said.
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d fears of
development

FROM PAGE 1

ami

Some residents have asked.

the council for R3 medium

bounded by Leonay Street to
- The LEP 2013 has classified
| this area as R4 high density
L abor councillor Died(ee
Steinwall said many y&sxdepts
had contacted her with their
“They are anxious about the
change in the character of their
area and the overshadowing

concerns.

are from nine metres to 16-20

. meres.

- The area in question is
| east, The Grand Parade to the
 south and the eastem side of
| Vermont Street to the west is
" currently designated as Zone
. 4 local housing.
residential. Changes in height
density as a compromise.

s
" Leftin limbo

e

tion from concemeq sidents
in Kurrajong Street ifi partic-

that would follow with high-rise
“I have received a long peti-
ular. These residents are

development to their neigh-

bourhood; she said
ential and what this will bring"
to their quiet residential area

extremely apprehensive about
the leap in zoning from locgl
housing to high density resid-

—3.
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Change ur

thoroughfare and could easily
be line-marked.

Peter Tee, online comment

Lcan see it now. Monday,
council workmen paint white  else.
lines for designated parking,
Tuesday, council parking
officers issuing parking tick-
ets for vehicle being six

. aking a mark inches over white line.

§ Re “Call to introduce ‘deter-
mined’ parking” (Leader,
May 9). I have written about

WillyWatt, online comment

The problem is all units need
to have at least two car spaces,

this exact problem for years Many of the streets are parked
now. One idea was to intro- out because most unit owners
duce angular parking for (couples, families or those
example, along the extent of sharing) own two cars so one
Parramatta Street on one side,  has to go in the street,

as the street is a wide enough Fussoes, online comment

They have done this local to
where I am and the parking
spots struggle to fita Corolla
in them, let alone anything

Bird, online comment

A sensible and cheap solution.
Nick, online comment

} I ning lane call work has become a nightmare. Any time between

' * 8.15amand 8.30am the traffic Jjam starts at Yala Road
Just me or does the traffic coming home at night and does not clear until

you get past Tynans corner at
i Taren Point Road become needlessly congested  Sutherland,
continually blocking the left-turn lane into Can someone at Sutherland Shire Council please

n Cook Drive? It seems like an easy solution to explain why we need such a wide garden bed in the
ke all of the left-turn lane “Left Turn Only”,

- middle of the Old Princes Highway, Sutherland,
resent, a huge traffic jam builds up back towards between Glencoe and Auburn streets? Wo go from two
Biidge as drivers continuing south try and get lanes and one merging lane to two lanes and back to
il a few car spaces by pulling into the left Jana and  three lanes and one turning lane at Tynans corner at
King the traffic flowing towards Cronulla, The Sutherland. The traffic every morning is horrendous,
¢ continuing south on Taren Point Road already

Itnow takes me 40 minutes to get from Bangor to
other lanes, There is little more infuriating Caringbah.

iiving someone inconsiderately pull in frontat Sue, Ban,
second, blocking the entire lgﬁplane. / 6/ \5 ,// 3 w";"’gor
Rod Clarke, Cronulla Bll"d a bri ge

ffic gettin g worse [ refer to John Briggs’ letter “Pressure on roads”

; (Your View, March 26).
il Bangor and travelling east each morning to Not only are John’s comments valid in regard to

Captain Cook Bridge and Taren Point Road, the same
applies to Tom Uglys, and with the further develop-
ment of the Greenhills Beach precinct plus the Sharks
development coming on line, the traffic problems are
only going to be exacerbated — especially as there is
only one entry/exit to the Kurnell peninsula. This latter
problem could lead to a major disaster in future years,
I'would think that this is a

n area the government’s
infrastructure committee should be researching, with

the view of having a bridge linking Kurnell to La
Perouse. While I can understand the cost factor of
such a project would be substantial, the cost of doing
nothing will be much worse in the long run, Such an
option, if linked up with Anzac Parade, would allow
southbound traffic a further route out of the city as
well as lessening the burden on both Captain Cook

NITY groups have = ;
Ea%glbgg thle statge gO\}?ernment More time has beeg grl‘lghw:d
o i, e 0 e e

4 state gov 's new dr
;rll:rrxlx%iex)lsg ;;Stttégl.)roposed e m%tmpplitan strategy for

1 came after a  SY ney.
fo'Il‘}&?n agtp el‘?ISW Parliament  Planning and Infrastructu)‘rf
House organised by Better [nistgr,Brad‘H‘agza;qsai
Planning Network, comprising ormal exhtplﬂontpglriod
more than 350 community en extended un

| George and Sutherland Shire.

. of the government’s consulta-

. said.

and Tom Uglys bridges. This would also allow the res-
idents of these new developments on the peninsula to

~ have an alterative route out of their area,

lain Winton, South Caringbah |

I

, ) ineiding with
groups including several in St on»thg itring

Spokeswoman Corinne
Fisger said Planning and Infra-
structure Minister Brad Haz-
zard “needs to make real and
meaningful changes as a result

tion process, and not just pay
it lip-service”.

Ms Fisher said changes were
particularly necessary in com-
munity engagement in devel- ’
opment applications. _ Detalls: planning.

“Within five years neigh- nsw.gov.ati/sydney.
bours will onlyz%ave a nghtt (t)c%
comment on 20 per cent e

ent applications in 8 What do you thin
?ﬁgﬁloggghbogghood,” she proposed new planning laws?

Have your say

“People are also angry at the theleader.com.au

restrictions on objector appeal
rights, because these are seen

" as grossly unfair when developers appear to be able to objec

mge’ of planning and development decisions.”
aml}ii(;her sai othgr concerns included the minister h_g\lr(l)rg
the right to alter strategic plans, including local plans, wi

 further community consultation and the risk of corruption.



)ff our m

nd Entertainment Centre — re-classified:
ant centre land use under review (Leader,

al worry: that Sutherland Entertainment
.be turned over to some use other than the

Sutherland Entertainment Centre has long played a
vital part in building and maintaining “community”
in the shire. :

Let’s ensure that it continues to be available as the
unique place in the shire, to fulfil its role for school
entertainment events, performances by recognised
Australian entertainers, Seniors Week specials, John
Franklin Christas lunch and so very much more.

pany? Who stands to gain financially from the devel- :

opment? P

The land in question is part of d large triangle
bounded by Rawson Parade [old Princes Highway],
Acacia Road bypass and the railway line.

This area, with the exception of a couple of small
house blocks, is all recreation area, i.¢. bike track,
football fields, athletic fields, swimming pool com-

arge community facility for performances

herings. Hands off our entertainment centre, except to plex, PCYC, beekeepers club etc.

+in the shire fulfils this role? upgrade it as a community space! As the shire’s population increases there will be an

; for money to be increasingly setaside by ] Elizabeth Pemberton, Jannali  increasing demand for recreational areas. The shire

hire Council to upgrade this facility — Z aﬂ # 5/ / has already lost some playing fields at the $harks

) be disposed of for some alternative pur- CIub e e development; we must not lose any more.

.residential development and/or shops/ g The proposed development would massive
Re the proposed development of the ems with the limited vehiclelaccess under

s of Sutherland Shire we need to be club site at Waratah Park, Sutherland, by

s that what makes an area a high-quality =~ (Leader, April 18). use of the

is not just good coffee shops and beautiful
: most important attribute is a sense of

I would like to give support to the letter by George
Capsis (Your View, May 16). Is MirandaRSL Cluba
club for the members or a pseudo development com-

‘Property glut Lz?/{//

current panic theme being espoused by gov-
ernkent authorities is we are desperately short of
ey : Nbthing could be further from the truth. ;
We are about to see a proliferation of home units

a on the Sydney market early to mid 20 14.
/ 7/ prl«?xrn the Sutherland Shire through to the north,
4 oo i / ; : east and particularly inner-western suburbs there
.com.a ‘

will be an oversupply of rental apartments. Liter-
revourvie I

ally thousands of units have been sold off plan fto
sicomes letters to the editor. -

sz/s7/9 i

Let’s see Rockdale, Hurstville, Wolli Creek as
warnings against the debilitating effects of
unbridled high-rise development. And let’s honour
past generations’ battles to “keep the shire green
and its water views unobstructed”.

Bob Walshe, Jannali

Asian and local investors. e
Securing a tenant will be the next major hurdle
for owners and agents. :
Councils and planners have jumped on the band-
wagon increasing heights and allowable floor-
space ratios, which will ensure ever declining

 to about 200 words. in a once beantiful and stylish city. i

B et fin S o e uge pricstopay orsuc /- Precinet needed
Letters may be cut for space, ‘misguided progress. The decision by Sutherland Shire mayor Kent
nlmﬁommmmouslelﬁls S Wes, Cronulla Johns to withdraw Miranda as an activation pre-
iblished. Preference will be s s cinct must, in the minds of many, be viewed as a
s which 'B“Wf;ﬂ“b“caﬂm of | deal done among Liberal mates — Annesley,
1 and suburb. i | Speakman and Johns. :

S : = Mr Annesley apparently said he could not sup-

3 port the council’s proposal to nominate Miranda-
a’s future { Stop development Caringbah as one of the state government’s contro-
! i The lengthy attempt by Councillor Croucher to versial urban activation precincts.

i with Hank Laan’s concerns (Ygur justify sudden huge development in the Shire fails So why is it OK to allow Sutherland-Kirrawee to
}about getting trafficinanoutot to convinee (Your View, May 9). remain one of the state government controversial
alla peninsula. ? First, because he presumes that only such devel-  UAPs?

-em cannot be widened and I don’t |
der Cronulla coming any time soof. |
»ark area seems the only solution

opment will guarantee “jobs and homes” to resid-
ents’ children; but such an objective has never
before been taken seriously as a council problem.

Mr Annesley states: “We campaigned on hand-
ing planning back to local councils, and it’s my
clear preference these decisions are made locally”.

d Shire Council reclaiming the Our children have always made up their own So local decisions only extend to Miranda-

£ Gunnamatta Bay with similar Cg“" minds, and life has determined their individual Caringbah and bugger the rest of the shire!

sir widening of the road between the choices, whether to live near or far. Mr Speakman expressed “serious concerns”.

»s Club and ElouraRoad. t Second, he laments as “irresponsible” that What, those concerns don’t exist in Sutherland-
»-lane road could link Tonkin Stree “peighbouring councils” will have to “make provi- ~ Kirrawee? :

¢ Road, thence leading onto sion for our children”. They never haveinthe past; ~ Inmy mind this whole issue of UAPs and how it

¢ Road. Inmy view Searl Road and

A s s alveady nor have we for their children. Let a natural two-
1t at the railway underpas

way traffic continue.
Third, he wants very high-rise around rail
centres, to discourage car use. Surely we’ve had

has been dealt with by Cr Johns and his party faith-
fulis a real concern.
Mr Johns, Liberal candidate in the forthcoming

sf the former Fisheries site will be federal election, is this how the Libs will do busi

oroposals resuit in additional traffic enough experience of that kind of high-rise? ness if they form government? z

iroblems at south Cronulla. g:cﬁons | _Anyway, by greatly increasing the shire’s popula- Garry Dunne, Kirawee || |
the usual range Oftomszsc gl tion, as his proposals will do, car use will rise i
:how marny cappuccino mac, ! (everybody wants one) thus defeating his intention H
port? In my view all he buildings on S et Traffic nightmare g

- agree with Sue of Bangor “Traffic getting

worse” (Your View, May 16). As soon as the

" Bangor bypass was finished, it used to be a bril-
liant run all the way to Sutherland. H er, about
a year later, as soon as you approach tiie merge of
traffic from Bangor, the traffic just chmes to a stop
from there all the way to Suth Ibelieve it
has something to do with the lightsat Acacia Road

. and Princes Highway at Sutherland but would love

if Sutherland Shire Council and the RMS could
lookinto it.

T am in full agreement about the shire’s dire need
of “aged care centres”, but that won’t be achieved
by increasing our population numbers.
~There has been shire development for over a cen-
tury, and it has been acceptable when it has been
gradual, well-planned and notified locally.

‘The council’s proposals are bringing joy to big
developers, but will only bring congestion and
increased rates to the rest of us.

Far from helping our young people, the propos-
als will confront the young with stiffer property
values. :

1d be demolishediand the area f
i
ks ruickshank, Cronulla |

ey concern

interested in what development
ﬁt%fglrllim. A development application
therland Shire Council fora six-storey
t Gymea. It will be at Kingsway and
treet North where at the moment ftwo
d. If it goes ahead the ook of Gymea

d not for the better.
it an B. Watson, Gymea

Paula, Menai
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THE proposed Urban Activation Precinct (UAP) has been
described by Sutherland Shire Council as the future of the
region but residents of Kurrajong Street, Sutherland, sayitisa
ticking time bomb hurled by the council into the middle of
their street. . ; : b o A #

Parts of Sutherland, Kirrawee and Loftus have been
nominated by the council to become a UAP where, if accepted
by the state government, planning controls are handed over to
Planning NSW in exchange for infrastructure funding, But
Kurrajong Street residents said their homes have been
incorporated into the UAP without their knowledge or
consent,

“It would seem the council forgot to ask its residents,” said
long-term Kurrajong Street resident Karen Hughes.

The council has said it would receive about $5 million in
infrastructure funding in exchange for handing over planning
powers of Sutherland, Kirrawee and Loftus, :

But Mrs Hughes said she has heard that the final amount will

RESIDENTS’ DES

ARIE and=>sneridan de Gruiter have
lived in Kurrajong Street for 35
yearh 0 :
They have raised their family here
and Mrs de Gruiter (pictured) has
been disabled for 25 years and is
confined to a wheelchair.

“This is my home and my life;” she

said. “All my memories are here.
and they want to take it from me.

“We have made our house wheel-
chair friendly. This is a home, not a
house. How do you replace a
35-year-old garden?

“We are too old and too sick to
move. I'm sick and tived of this
| council and this state government.

“Why do we vote them in when they
don’t represent us?” -

Mr de Gruiter said while they
received a letter informing them
about the rezoning under the new
LER, they still had not been offi-
cially informed that their street has
been included in the proposed
Urban Activation Precinct.

“It seems it has become a
communist state where people
f have no choices,” he said.

2 e

ing her property,
CONTINUEDPAGE4 23D J/ /3

m Planning control move
sparks development fears

really depend on the number of flats that are built in the area.

“We have nightmates of our houses being bulldozed,” Mrs

Hughes said. :

“The elderly are upset and worried. The anger is so thick it is
tangible, ‘

“Some are suffering ill health, psychological pain and
anguish due to the spectre and the unknown of the UAP”

One resident, who did not want to be identified, said the first -
she heard about the proposed UAP was when she received a

letter from a developer saying it wanted to visit and speak with
her about purchas

AT

Y ARY

Rising anger: Residents of Kurrajong Street, Sutherland, say the
councikis trying to hand over planning controls overtheirstreet to the
state government without their consent. Pictures: Lisa McMahon
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By Jim Gainsford

SUTHERLAND Shire residents have endured
“repeated hits” from the council with endless
planning changes, a councillor said last week.
Labor councillor Diedree Steinwall unsuc-
cessfully called for the council to withdraw its
submission to the Department of Infrastruc-
ture and Planning on the draft Metro Strategy.
The strategy aims to accommodate an extra
1.6 million residents across Sydney by 2031.

In its submission, the council said Suther-

land’s potential to accommodate some of this
increased population was underestimated and
the area should seek to take more,

Cr Steinwall is concerned about the council’s
comment in its submission that “Sutherland

/3

m Council aims for regional centre at Sutherland

could make a greater contribution” to the
metro strategy and that “Sutherland Shire can
deliver more housing opportunities”.

“The whole thing is about furthering greater
development in the area, [ don't know what the
residents have done to deserve this,” she said.

“The residents have taken repeated hits from
the council with the draft Local Environmental
Plan, the Urban Activation Precinct, the pro-
posed development for part of Waratah Park

‘and the change of classification of the Suther-

land Entertainment Centre, from community
to operational land.
“It seems to me that Sutherland residents

have been continually hit by all these things.

“I don't think it is necessary that we also say
in the Metro Strategy that we want more.”

But mayor Kent Johns was quick to disagree.

“It is council’s wish that Sutherland become a
regional centre,” councillor Johns said.

The Metro Strategy forecasts jobs growth for
the shire at 7 per cent over the next 20 years,
while for some parts of Sydney the forecast is
27 per cent, he said.

“If Cr Steinwall believes that below-average
employment growth is something we should
offer to our kids, then she should tell her con-
stituents,” he said. “We are here for economic

Glidnenye

growth. Cr Steinwall does not want to keep up.
_ “We would never be and never want to be
another Hurstville. But we could be a techno-
logical growth area and our kids will not have
to travel outside of the shire for university or

. affordable housing,

“That’s our vision here, It is not always a vision
that is shared. But if we do not look at growth
then other regions will get the opportunities.”

Deputy mayor Kevin Schreiber said 86,000
people left the shire for work each day.

“We have got to have jobs and got to have
plans for people to live here,” he said.

But Cr Steinwall said: “The council is saying
‘let the developers in and they will build high
density and miraculously it will create jobs'.

“There is no talk about infrastructure.”

!
|

2NN ¥ R

RSL Club’s pla
We are indebted to Ggbrge Capsis for reviving

discussion of Miragda RSL Club’s plans for a
multi-storey development on publicly-owned
land near Waratah Park, Sutherland, including
the PCYC building (Your View, May 16).

1t is not the case, however, that the club has so
much money it can undertake such a venture.
On the contrary, its finances are not in great
shape.

The strategy fits neatly into the O’Farrell
government’s policy, contrary to its pre-

lection commitments;yof attracting major
developments and inviting proposals which
would get sympathetic treatment in cabinet
ithout the hindrance of proper community
consultation,

And it has the blessing of all the local Liberal
Party functionaries: the shire council, four state
MPs and the RSL Club’s president, deputy
mayor Cr Kevin Schreiber.

As Sydney’s population grows by 1000 a
week the need to retain public land for present
and future public requirements such as health,
recreation, social and cultural purposes
increases correspondingly.

There is certainly no case for public assets to
be alienated in order to prop up a private club.

Only a storm of protests could offer any hope
of rgjection of this unconscionable scheme. t

It ghould be emphasised, too, that Miranda
RSI{sub-branch, an entirely separate and
respcted organisation, has no connection with
~ the club except as a tenant and has no part in

this scheme.
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' By Murray Trembath

. ANGER over recent development moves by
Sutherland Shire Council and decisions by
“independent” panels spilled over into a forum

at Cronulla on. Proposed new planning laws,

The fo was attended by about 70 people,
several of whom vented their feelings about a
range of matters, including the draft local

envirofmental plan, urban activation pre-
cincts, Sutherland Entertainment Centre,
Kareela Shopping Centre, Sylvania Marina and
the Cronulla Sharks development.

One speaker said he didn’t get any informa-
tion from the council and the only way he knew
what was going on was by reading the Leader.

Senior Department of Planning and Infra-
structure officers, who conducted the meeting,
repeatedly had to bring discussion back to

changes outlined in the white paper, upon

which the new planning system will be based.
. The meeting was told legislation would be

e S o &7 L / /IJ‘

Developme

introduced in the spring session of Parliament
and elements of the new system would pro-
gressively be introduced from early next year.

Asked about the council’s plans for an urban
activation precinct covering Sutherland, Kirr-
awee and Loftus, a departmental officer said it
would take time for the new system to be fully
implemented and development needed to con-
tinue in the meantime,

The officials said they had to “find new ways”
fo engage the community in preparing stra-
tegic plans for their areas, which is a corner-
stone of the new system.

The department was looking at how this was
done overseas and by some NSW councils and
was recruiting people with expertise in this

area.

M Did you
attend the Haveyour say

meeting? theleader.com.au
What did you think of it?

B

Vaiting in limbo

e: “Urban renewal process” by David Roberts

Your View. June 6).

Iaman “owner left in limbo”, in an area pro-
sed for urban activation. Like many others state-

ide, we sit and wait for some faceless bureaucrat
 decide the ir lives and homes. off'to overseas investors.
The area cited in the article co 122 homes,
ainly villas. ng people. including thosc

ith families have already entered the housing

g A

market and made their start. Some have built new
homes on subdivided land. Few, if any, would be

considered land rich.

Council documents suggest the area could be
units for young people working in the city.

Do families, the ageing and the elderly not have
the same need, that is, to be in close proximity to
‘transport and services? Do we all want to live in j

units? I think not.

Do we need to destroy an established area with
newer hiousing to create more units? It does not

make economic sense.

Perhaps, David Roberts, a better answer would be
to petition the government, both state and federal,
to stop the massive loss of new housing being sold

B MORE OF YOUR LETTERS PAGE 18 _»u’/é |3
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Your View

gl

Karen Hughes, Sutherland

Z
Sutherland’s ‘heart’ /

; Re the article “Growth strategy undef challeng
' '(Leader, June 6).

I quite understand councillor Steinwall’s obje
tions. As Sutherland is a very old area of Sydne
there is quite a bit of history here that should be
| retained — old hotels, Sutherland Entertainme:
Centre, Masonic hall, school of arts, to name a-

I feel very strongly about the entertainment
centre and if it were to go I really feel Sutherlan
will have lost itsheart. -

- While “itiscouncil’swishtobecomearegiox
centre” it may not be the wish of others,

_ Animportant issue like th should go to all re
' § | idents in the form of a ionnaire.
‘ Not good enough m#or Johns!

tricia Rasmussen, Sutherl

/II:

————

!

i 2 =

pt out of precinct

e article “Owners left in limbo™
pader, May 30) is about the very real
neern of affected residents as to the
ure of theirhomes. |

t is a human story anil did not delve
o the technical , i

oo co [/,
LCHDW [3]¥ 17

allow modifications, but does not
provide the opportunity to reject
the scheme. s

The City of Sydney Council, in its
submission, recommended “before any
sites or precincts are included in the
program, there should be consultation
with local communities and consensus

mself (Your View, Ju reached with the relevant council(s)
derstanding of the p regarding their inclusion”.

determine whether an area will be an Mosman Council also posed the

ban Activation Precinct. option of not proceeding at all.

“irstly, it would have Once the process is started you are
ng to do if council had asked theres-  locked in. The state planning depart-
nts and wider community ifthey had  ment has full control. 7

nted Sutherland, Loftus and Thirdly, two of our Liberal MPs
rrawee to be offered as a precinct. made their own inquiries and found
ey did not. that they could not support a UAP in

secondly, the commumity involve-
nt comes at a later stage and may

Miranda-Caringbah. Council with-
drew the nomination.

Council should reconsider the nom-
ination of Sutherland, Loftus, and
Kirrawee and withdraw it.

Our two other Liberal MPs should

urge council to do so.
Neil deNett, Bundeena

It’s ‘open slather’

It is distressing though net surprising to
read (in “Growth strategy under chal-
lenge”, Leader, June 6) that mayor Kent
Johns accused another Sutherland Shire
councillor of “not wanting to keep up”
when she challenged the current coun-
cil’s gung-ho approach to development
in the shire.

The “open slather” attitude of the
majority of councillors is the result of
the strong influence of developers.

The idea seems to be that any ens
prise which makes money for a
developer is OK because it gives
some tradesmen work for a few
‘months, no matter what it does to t
shire’s lifestylk. ;

Building accommodation to cros
more people in to the shire won’t ¢
ate lasting jobs for those extra
residents.

We need a council with creative
ideas both for encouraging enterpr;
which will provide work and for
ensuring that housing is attractive ¢
well-planned, with good amenities.

Hang in there, Cr Steinwall, and
keep speaking up for us!

: Bruce Hanna, Heath

{5l MORE OF YOUR LETTERS PAGE 22
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The officials (plannmg assessment commis-

sion) said they had to “find new ways” to
engage the community in preparing strategic
plans forthe area.

I was under the impression that this was what
the meeting was all about: community engage-
ment and consultation. It appears that the resid-
ents do not want this LEP, so what part of no
don’t they understand?

Finding “new ways” . . . this is to try to con-
dition the residents into accepﬁng something
that they do not want.

The residents are saying that they do not want
this LEP, but the government appears to be
going alkead with it anyway. They call this con-

\ t we lived in a democratic society.
Ron Wllkinson, carlng)ah South
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Mark Campbell, Cronulla

do they continually give appr

lopment with no thought for

such as more parking stations and
Build more parking stations and stop sending your

revenue-making parking officers to prey on the
unfortunates who cannot find anywhere to park.

Sutherland Shire Council hasa Iot o

st
Nt
TSN deve

S
~3.

73/ Roads to nowhere

Council mulls ove

Shire to be in 20362

&:ER?::ZM'(M council want Sutherland ! Regional-City Status
“This is the big question raised in a council llke‘y for SUtherIand
Jott on the state government’s recently

éf; ased draft Metropolitan Strategy for where no regional city has been nominated.
Sydney to 2031. “Either Hurstville or Sutherland needs to
~ The strategy caters for a population growth take this position,” the report says.
of 5.6 million residents in 2031, an increase of “Gutherland should be identified as the
1.3 million, regional city of the South subregion.”
It nominates six regions reflecting the eco- The South subregion will have the lowest
nomic geography of Sydney, with regional cit- population growth over the next 20 years —
ies identified as the “capitals” for four of these approximately 6 per cent, up from 609,000 to
subregions. ; 685,000. Population forecast for other regions

‘Sutherland Shire is in the South subregion, of Sydney range from 18 to 36 per cent.

The council fas taKen a “mét‘term" view in

planning, the report said.

“Council’s policy direction has essentially
looked to résolve current issues and concerns
of residents.” ,

A key decision for the council is whether it
wants to change this approach. The report
suggests a number of ways to see Sutherland
become a regional centre (see panel right).

The council will decide whether to use these
ideas in its submission to the state govern-
ment on the draft Metropolitan Strategy.

i Should Have your say

a regional city? theleader.comau e

Sutherland be

SUGGES

r shire’s future

TED INIT!

A

‘education precinct.

' Designate Lucas Heights
logy cluster to expand ANSTO
commereial capacity to provi
w Establish Taren Point Busin

.
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- posed zoninlg

By Jim Gainsford

SUTHERLAND Shire Coqggu .

has received 2131 subn
sions including more

1800 objections to aspeets of

its draft Local Environmental
Plan (LEP) which puts in
place zonings for all land in
the shire.

A special meeting of the
council was due to discuss
the findings last night.

The response has prompted
council staff to recommend
“significant” changes to the
draft plan

They also called for it to be
re-exhibited before it is
referred to the Minister for
Planning and Infrastructure
for approval.

Key concerns were the pro-

changes,
ings and the
the

multiunit dwel
implementation of
housing strategy,
“Many considered that the
plan does not preserve the
shire’s amenity, the lifestyle
of residents, or sufficiently
protect the natural environ-
ment,” according to the
council report on the public

exhibitiongof the draft LEP.
“Many whre concerned [it]
promotes oj¢rdevelopment.”

But some s\ibmissions also
welcomed more develop-
mant natential and imnraved

g il
nal submissmn count
wed that 1911 were

gainst various aspects of
the draft LEP, while 220 had
no objections.

There were 538 which
objected to the plan in gen-
eral and 34 that supported it.

On the issue of loss of local
planning to the state govern-
ment, 273 submissions were
against it and none were for.

Other concerns included:
loss of lifestyle (648 submis-
sions against, none for); loss
of amenity (998 submissions
against, none for); the three-
storey heights (742 against,
none for); changes to floor
space ratio and landscaped
area = (785 submissions
against, three for); and
changes to development
standards including lot size,
width and subdivision (857
against and five in support).

The report said the aim was
to find a balance between
growth and amenity. It said
residents wanted a public
hearing and longer exhibition
time for the plan.

B Did you make a submission
on the LEP? What were
your concems.

Recommendaﬁons in the
COUHCll report on the draft LEP;
———————————— s

' Sutherland Entertainment

Centre reclassification: Itis

recommended thatthe reclassi-

fication from “community” to.
“operational” be postponed
untita development application
or concept plan in line with
community expectation for the.

- site I recelved

Waratah Park (Mlmnda RSI.
dovelopment concept):

Many submissions objected
1o the proposed zoning, height
and floor space ratios (FSR) of
the site.

“There is a misunderstanding
the open space had been
rezoned in the draft plan to
allow residential flats. Thisis -
not the case. Waratah Park
maintains its zone of RE1 Public
Recreation;’ the council staff
report states. But it recom-
mends the remaval of the

controls on the Iand»zoned REL
Public Recreational located
north of the jeisure centre.

The proposed development by-

the Miranda RSLis located to
the north of Waratah Park on
land formerly used as a bowling

_club and currently used by the

Sutherland Croquet Club and
Sylvanvale Foundation.

The Miranda RSL club has
also made a submission.
seeking an increase in the FSR
from 1:1 to 3i1 and use of the
site predominantly for residen-
tial flat development.

The council report says some
residential use may be kept, but
it should be in conjunction with
an educational facility or high
quality aged care, including the
Sylvanvale Foundation.

Crown Lands has also made a
submission supporting an

-aducational comnonent.

~ rezoning: There is significant

' However, taking a strategic view,

~ to bring about revitalisation and
redevelopment. Submissuons
; also p Cr
Kunajongsmet, Sutherland buildlngﬂalgﬁt‘
community coneern about loss
of amenity in the area if itis

- rezoned. It recommends against in Cror

the proposed R4 High Density
rezoning of Kurrajong Street.
But the council could praceed
with rezoning along The Grand
Parade, Linden Street and the
west of Vermont Street,

th
Caringbah centre: Redevelop-
ment of sites in the centre of
Caringbah as exhibited in the
plan would result in more urban
environment, including some
loss of views and amenityfor
somme existing residents.

I élloWlngi”éix storeys.

gofScoutlandat
Bundaena' lany objected to-

the centre is considered tobe  rezoning of previous Scoutfand |
an ideal place for some at Bundeena to RE2 Private ,
increased density. Recreation. It recommendsitbe
changed to E2 Environmental
Cronulia centre: Submissions  Conservation with “recreation
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it did you expect?

:d up with residents com faining about Suth-

Shire councillors.

t did you expect when you voted for them?
rou really expect a council dominated by the
1 Party to not be the developers’ best friend?
rou expect them to 70f slash council jobs?
rou expect them to nof stack committees?
'ou expect them to not bulldoze through

per-friendly policies?

'ou expect them to ot push high-rise devel-

t into new areas?

1did, then at best you were very naive.
tsquote US politigian Adlai Stevenson: “It is
: intelligent person [in the
‘oting forus— e need a majority.”

>ut doubt, thig has to be one of the most

it and divisive councils that the shire has

d, but they were elected with a huge major-

ugh to have ev:

eral councillors.

The mayoral minute last week stated:
is then to focus on the centres and there
the necessity to increase densities in
neighbourhood areas of lower density which are
reflective of our unique environment.”

_However, the changes to the floor space ratios
(increased) and the vital landscape areas (decreased)

ity; so, thanks to you, now we’re stuck with them.
William Hick, Engadine

Over-development shadow

Congratulations to Jim Gainsford for his excellent
coverage of the draft local environmental plan 2013
(Leader July 30 and August 1).
It now seems clear that the mayor’s grand vision for
the shire is not shared by the residents.
Democracy is after all “for the people, by the peo-
ple” and this seems to have been forgotten by our Lib-

“Our priority
fore removing
our traditional

in these areas means greater site coverage with bricks
and mactazand concrete, 8

With increasing numbers of multi-unit dwellings
and huge traffic increases, the word “over-
development” becomes a horrible reality,

Even the centres with the great increase in heights
and rezonings all cast a shadow over the shire.

Dr_kanleyelldeldeIs,Cam@an
Progress stymied £/<5/ /3
:gfs%?m ve it their v

ainsford

INTS on Kurrajong
at Sutherland have
eprieve with Suther-
ire Council deciding

push ahead with
) rezone their street
i density under its
scal Environmental
but this may only be

1%

d they will be left low

while lots facing the
Parade, 68 and 70
Street and 48 Ver-

reet, Sutherland, will

may be a hollow vic-
2 resident said.

ong Street is still
he area nominated

wants the public to
ade. :

SUTHERLAND SHIRE 2013 DRAFT LE

by the council as the Suther-
land Urban Activation Pre-

. cinct.

This means planning con-
trols for the whole area may
be handed over to the state
government in exchange for
infrastructure funding.

An estimated 200 residents
attended a public meeting
on July 28 to voice their
objection to mayor Kent
Johns over the upzoning of

i e

A Kurrajong Street resident
said: “It seems the council
forgot to askits residents.”

Kurrajong Street to high

{3

According to the council
report on public submis-
sions to the draft LEB the
proximity of the Kurrajong
Street precinct to the Suth-
erland town centre is suit-
able for development rising
from 16 metres, or four to
five storeys, t0 20 metres, or
Six storeys.

But following the commu-
nity outcry, the council has
scaled down the area for
proposed rezoning.

- “Given the level of epposi-—

tion to the proposed rezon-
ing of Kurrajong Street to R4
High Density Residential, it’s

recommended the council

reet won’t be rezoned, for now

IR

Reprieve: Our May 30 story on
the plight of Kurrajong Street

residents.

reconsider the proposed
rezoning,” stated the co
cil’s summary on LEP si
missions. :

Instead, the area can be
divided into two parts, the
properties facing the (Grand
Parade) overpass and the
Test.

As no objections were
Teceived from properties
facing the overpass itiscon-
sidered “appropriate that at
this stage only the proper-
ties facing the overpass be
rezoned to high density

%
,
i
E
?
!
!

Zone”.

Councillor fights 16-storey hei

L.OW DEr

sosal”: Councilior’?ﬁﬂﬁli@itat.the Caringbah
have a say before any

N ot

_ Blight said.

HIGH-RISE of up to 16 storeys, or 46 metres, would -

be allowed on the Coles site at Willarong Road,
Caringbah, under a late amendment to the draft
Sutherland Shire LEP. ;

Councillor Phil Blight described the proposal as
“horrific” and called for the proposed building height
for the site to be reduced fI’OIlg 11126 metres t(;. 20 metres
and to be re-exhibited for public comment.

“We should ask the public whether anything like
46 metres, or 15 to 16 storeys, should be built on the

ite,” he said. i : :
51“%Ve are getting these massive heights and densit-
ies all over the shire.

“This is not sensible develop;nﬂelnt and \mﬂygkiﬂbe
opposed by the vast majority of the conTmunity.

%%unciﬂgr Scott Williams attapked CrBhght and
said he had never menﬁone(]i) hfls concems in rela-

tion to the height at this site before. e
9'Iha’(’s becat%?e I have just found out aboutit, Cr

The proposal was one of a number of amend-
ments to the draft LEP given to councillorsjust over

ities committee, almost revealed some confids
information about the site before being cautioned
by the mayor.

)(Ilr Bligh¥ said a 46-metre development would be

.50 per cent bigger and higher than Meriton’s

‘Catalina development on Port HackingRoad. .
His amendment was lost and the 46-metre height
proposal for the site was included in the draft LEP |
to go on public exhibition. e e
“My peint is not to be proscriptive on the height
but to put it out zlxlnd see gvhat the public feels is |
opriate,” Cr Blight said. |
ag%rgg they won’?%et a chance. It will be re-|
exhibited but the decision is that the council will go

ith 46 metres.”
Aead wi — Jim Gainsford

vr
£



relopment rules ‘ignored’

0, no. Our mayor, Kent Johns, is completely

3 in asserting Sutherland Shire Council has more
‘tant things to debate than the principle of adher-

o rules (“Council approves unauthorised work”,
21 July 25). :

Phil Blight pointed out: “This is a developer who
s our building rules inside out”, yet the

oper, Allen Sammut, [apparently] made the deci-
0 ignore those rules and commence unauthorised
front construction on his property. !

rough lack of famili you have confused
siple, councillor Johns, with principal (as
meipality). =

‘herland Shire is apparently your little fiefdom to

.the rules at your whim.
Col, Miranda

Please explain l ( .13

Wish I had known when building our house a while -
back that we could just have gone-ebcad and built, and
then had the plans approved in retrospect.

Our plans took more than six months to be passed
and in that time the cost of the new dwelling wentup
four times. But then of course I'm not Allen Sammut.
‘What a farce! His neighbours have every right to
object. What's the point of lodging a DA when you
know you're just going to go ahead and disregard it.

Absolute disgrace.
Kerrie Trotter, Caringbah South

Notabloidtrash ~ CER0EK

As an avid reader of the Leader 1 find it a wonderfuily
informative publication.

Tt keeps residents of our beautiful shire informed an
educated on important issues.

But I must admit after reading the article “Council
approves unauthorised work” (Leader, July 25), I was
confused as to the point of the article.

Mr Sammut appeared to go through the necessaty

" steps to acquire approval for the structure.

It was co given the green light.
How did this story make its way on to page 3?
Please can we keep the tabloid journalism out of
the Leader?
Use the valuable editorial space for articles that
enrich the reader’s experience.
Justin Gallagher, address withhel

I MORE OF YOUR LETTERS PAGE 18
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DRAFT SUTHERLAND SHIRE LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN 2013

/3]s Leader

~ Mayor’s p

__for high-rise

 CrPesci also spoke against Cr

Steinwall's amendment, :

“This entertainment centre is costing us

4 $500,000 a year to maintain. We need to
S i :

_ the community forever.”
- Deputy mayor Kevin Schreiber said the
centre had become a white elephant.

_ "By making it operational you are leaving
it to what can:be done. It will not be
~ sold;" he said.

~ CrSteve Simpson said: “We have the
: opportunity to look to a jeint venture by
nd Entertainment Centre, making it operational”
: Cr Steinwall's amendment was lost,
rezoned, it doesn’t need to be reclassified.  had received hundreds of submissionson  meaning the proposal to reclassify the
“The entertainment centre is classified the proposal and all said they wantedthe  land now becomes part of the draft LEP to

e A
Sutherla

B

- ;
Upgrade needed: Councillor Carmelo Pesce outside

as community. The community has control ~ centre to remain as community. be re-exhibited.
of it. “All these people have grave concerns Cr Steinwall was also concerned about
payers. “Once it is reclassified as operational about the reclassification,” he said. amendments to increase height levels at
by Labor councillor  that leaves it open to other uses. We “To get an entertainment centre of some  three sites in the Sutherland centre from
rthe centre to remain  haven’t had the opportunity to discuss standard we are now looking at a the recommended 30 metres to 40 metres
e unity was voted down  what we want to do with it. 20-storey plan on this site to do it. (approximately 13 storeys).
global economy. It is an byl : “Once we reclassify it as operational it “Until we decide what we will do with it, These are at 40-47 Eton Street, 10-22
extremely difficult task to get 97 stibmissions just on doesn’t belong to the community andwe it should remain community.’ Merton Street and 1-3 Oxford Street,
this balance right.” ntertainment Centre. Of are not just talking about the entertain- But Cr Bruce Walton (independent) “Itis very unfair to Sutherland residents
The amended SSLEP 2013 ne was for reclassification and ment centre but a huge site around Peace  disagreed. to be burdened with such increases in
will be sent to the NSW 296 against” Cr Steinwall said. Park? : “We have said we will not be selling it height and density,” she said.
Department of Planning for “The entertainment centre needs to be Councillor Phil Blight said the council he said. “In fact we want to improve it. This amendment was also lost.

gate: termination, —_—

Once received, the depart- g’
ment will inform the council &>
of the required exhibition

ing which the
jill be invited to

in the meeting and minutes
section of the council's website:

“This entertainment centre willstay in

by FEEES S Y



Reports by Jim Gainsford

SUTHERLAND Shire Council made a num-
ber of last-minute amendments to its draft
Local Environmental Plan 2013 amid catcalls
from the public gallery on Monday night,
The LEP was on exhibition: for 44 days
(March 18 to May 1) but mayor Kent Johns
introduced a number of changes in a may-
oral minute that councillors received at
5.10pm, just before the 6.30pm council
meeting.
Some of the late changes introduced by the

e oy
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m Mayor's last-minute push for

mayor and due to be re-exhibited publicly
included a 46-metre height limit (16 storeys)
for the Coles site at Caringbah, and the
reclassification of Sutherland Entertainment
Centre site from community to operational
land (SEE STORIES PAGE 4).

Another change was an increase in recom-
mended height from 30 metres to 40 metres
for sites at 41-47 Eton Street, 10-22 Merton

high-rise

Street and 1-3 Oxford Street, Sutherland.

A call by ALP councillor Diedree Steinwall
to have the matter deferred for a week so that
councillors could read the contents of the
mayoral minute was defeated.

“It just doesn't reflect well on the 2131 sub-
missions we received from residents if we
don't take the time to treat their submissions
with respect,” Cr Steinwall said.

“It is negating the total value of the residents’
COMMENTs.? "2l ,

Cr Phil Blight also called for the matter to
be deferred for a week.

“Over 2000 submissions were received
from shire residents with the vast majority-

opposing the mayor’s intention to
massively increase development in the
shire,” he said. Gl oot

“We need sensible development that has
the support of the shire’s residents,”

CONTINUED PAGE 4 e R
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 SHARE YOUR VIEW

Justin Gallagher (Your View, August 1) you are so
gnng. Ihf;tt tv}:ergl not for the Leader we would not

oW W] e di ip called “mayor Suther-
land Shire Counm to. i

The current Liberal-dominated council led by
councillor Kent Johns is taking no notice of the
wishes of the majority of the shire. The only peo-..
ple who will benefit from the changes he proposes
are the developers.

We have seen what he did to Rockdale and now
he wants to do it to us. Not only that, but he pro-
poses to move into state government, and someone
else will have to clean up his mess. The roads and-
public transport cannot handle the load now; what
will it be like with all the additional development"

Perhags someone cag advise how to get the present
councillors remov:l_\

Alan, Oyster Bay
2 T]T3

‘fanning frustration

¥

mployment in local government mm/be tight at
'esent. | mean, why would any principled council
Ficer remain at Sutherland Shire Council under
«¢ current council?

mgbeenmstmctedbyooumcﬂtostﬂmﬁa

By Jim Gainsford
SUTHERLAND Shire Council
received 47 specific rezoning
requests to- be mcorporated
in its draft local environ-
mental plan 2013.

These ranged from a
request by Miranda RSL Club
to amend the zoning of land
north of Waratah Park, Suth-
erland, to build 500 units, toa
request for more community
housing at Menai.

Those accepted by the

-council have been included

* in the draft’LEP to be exhib-

“ited for public comment.
- Hammondville Care soughta
change for a site at 19 Kiama

-~ Street/88-110 Bellingara Road,

Miranda;, from R2 low density
residential to R3 medium
density residential. This would
be more consistent with the
site’s approved master plan for
seniors living, which the coun-
cil agreed to put on exhibition
for public comment.

There were 54 submissions
opposing the exhibited RE2
private recreation zoning for
land owned by the Scouts
Association at Bournemouth
Street, Bundeena. It was
recommended the current
zoning be retained and the
land zoned E2 environmen
conservation, with recre-
ational camps and ecotour-

ism allowed as an additional

permitted use.

The Bangor Residents’ Rep- |
resentative Group requested |
the council rezone all of Billa |
Road Peninsula to E3 envir- |
onmental management to |
prevent further expansion of
Inaburra School. But the
council report said the zon-

-ing was inapprgpri‘ate.

Two major. landowners on
the Kurnell peninsula, Bes-

maw r;?r Ltd and Breen Prop-
erty, s d

in the draft €

in a redu elop-

ment potential. Bf th sites.
Thepmcﬁs? on of the Bes-
maw and Breen land in the
LEP was deferred for further
discussion with the Sydney
Airport Corporation on the
appropriate level of residen-
tial development that would
be incorporated on the sites.
St George Community Hous-
ing objected to the loss of
development potential of sev-
eral of their properties at Menai
which would be rezoned from
Zone 4 local housing to E4
environmental risk, which pro-
hibits dual occupancies.
But the council said the bene-
of enforcing more stringent
evelopment controls in high
bushfire risk areas outweighed
the need for more affordable
housing in the Menai area.

LEAHSTL -

Ining views
anning blindside” (Leader,
i)
draft LEP does not $o far enough
eessing the housing shortages of
re.
ie submissions mentioned are
> letters typed by retired million-
7ho want to ruin our kids” future
ve them move out of the area.
Leader has also played a biased
only advocating the SOS view.
council was voted by the
ity, tens of thousands of people
lon’t think it should be intimid-
y a select few that think they
1e shire.

Carmel, online comment

{/g/ /2

Building needs

‘When anti-development types have it
their way, and sensible development is
stymied for 15 years, they call it demo-
cracy.

Now the council is finally making the
necessary plans to ensure we meet the
housing needs for our future genera-
tions they call it corruption.

We wouldn’t be in this position if the
shire wasn’t so anti-development for so
long.

We live in a city, that means big build-
ings and lots of people-get over it or
have a sea change.

All you young people should be so
thankful that this council (albeit pushed
by their Liberal state masters) have had

the balls to take on this issue and all the
vocal, noisy, selfish minorities.

Now you too will be able to afford a
unit in the shire, hopefully make some
money on it when it’s time to upgrade.
something bigger, then buy a house.

Vaughn,mm

Liberals’ policy

I’m a concerned shire resident. Con-
cerned that the majority Liberal coun-
cillors are selling oﬁ'andomtheshneto
developers.

If the mayor was genuine in his con-
cerns for residents he would have given
councillors a week to read through his
25 (or was it 35) page minute. I fear this
council is being run by one person.

‘Why would councillors ask for spot |
 increased density zones when they do \
not even represent that ward?

pllt
mﬂleshnefcr38years and final saved g
up enough money to move to Cronulla

- away from the development in Caring- |
‘bah only fo have the LEP changes j

where we are.
1 feel for the council staff who put a lot i
of work into reviewing the LEP submis-
sions and coming up witha recommend—
ation document only to be overturned by
mayor Kent Johns (some democracy). |
Alainant, online comment
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News

Roads

By Murray Trembath

SUTHERLAND Shire residents
battle the highest levels of road
congestion in Sydney, the final
report of a $250,000 NRMA study
has revealed,

Research found car travel times
between the shire and the Sydney
CBD in peak periods were 25 per
cent longer than from similar dis-
tance centres around Sydney.

The “Get Sutherland Shire mov-
ing” report says shire residents
spend 84 minutes a day travelling.

This compared with 78 minutes a
day on average in metropolitan
Sydney, even though average trip
distances were similar.

“This shows that Sutherland
Shire residents on average face
vels of congestion than

"riéd“ éx motorway, as the
No. for dealing with the
congestion problem.

Other récommendations include reviewing
signal phasing and signal co-ordination on
major roads su Taren Point Road and
President Avenue; upgrading Princes High-
way, Linden Stré% and Heathcote Road; and
introducing bus-based, public transport
improvements to reduce demands for private
vehicle travel.

NRMA deputy-president Michael Tynan said
“long-suffering shire motorists” needed both
state and federal governments to act, as well
as Sutherland Shire Council.

“We know the F6 Extension will immedi-

‘I‘iafﬁc flow woes: Morning peak period
traffic yesterday on Captain Cook
idge. Picture: John Veage

ity issues at major intersections

nd;;i e pacrty jssues.

m Peak periods
worst says NRMA

ately reduce congestion and deliver real bene-
fits to the community through reduced travel
times, reduced emissions and less wear and
tear on vehicles,” he said.

The report says Princes Highway was trying to
cater for inter-regional, intra-regional and local
trips “at the same time and in the same space”.

‘Sydney’s most congested’'

BUS TRAIN US

PUBLIC transport was al so:found to be

. Iletrafn frequencieé and travel tlmes :
OWE ) Sgdney CBD are comparat- :

"/from the CBD (and interme- .
ations) but the trénd is for a
ification of travel patterns which are
not well serviced by the fixed rail system.

“Buses are relatively poorly used within
Sutherland Shire. With limited services
and no bus priority facilities, there is little
incentive to use these services. -

“The growing importance of nnectlons :
 to Sydney’s southem and westem subne-
gional centres cannot be.

“Other north-south roads such a Heathcote
Road and Taren Point Road are similarly con-
gested as there is simply insufficient north-
south road capacity,” it says.

“At the same time, the limited number of
north-south routes means that intersections
with key east-west roads such as President
Avenue and Kingsway are source points of
congestion, with heavy turning movements
focused on these intersections.

“Long queues in turn bays are common.”

m Do you agree with the findings? e
Share your view at tyhelgade’r._t;pm.gqv B



' Beware theam
' Residents of Sutherland

M“‘?'Pleﬁ{neto con- |

abomyvhat We want for ourselves and
our children. Act - Write, phone or email the
council and say “N 207, ol

money made will only line the

which afe “saurce points of congestion”-

but will

meckets o el

; Road mentioned here), |

s abii foundtobe |
(page 1); “ ublic transport was also fo ol
letﬂnglgzxwlzl shire r&gidents” (page 3) —you will |
be sitting for a long time! e




By Murray Trembath

KENT Johns's turbulent
Year as mayor of Suther-
and Shire ended last night
amid allegations of special -
favours being given to
developers and friends
with Liberal Party connec-
tions.

Cr Johns did not seek re-election at a spe-
cial council meeting to choose the mayor
and deputy mayor for the next 12 months,

Cr Kent Johns

He announced he had referred the matters,
which were raised on the weekend in Fairfax
Media, to the Independent Commission
Against Corruption and the Department of
Planning,

Cr Steve Simpson was elected the new
mayor and Cr Tom Croucher the deputy
mayor at the meeting, which was scheduled
before the weekend media reports.

T e

FUNIG INnYyuiry cdis

® Focus on ‘special favours’ allegations

In a mayoral minute, Cr Johns said he was
confident that when full investigations were
undertaken, his actions and those of any
other councillors would be found to be
lawful, :

“I should not be a lightning rod for this
council and therefore I won't be standing as
mayor,” he said.

The council voted to ask the Minister for

Local Government for a full public inquiry.

Earlier in the day, Cr Johns told the Leader,
“The matters have to be cleared up, and and I
don’t want to be a distraction from what the
council needs to do.”

Cr Johns denied any wrong-doing, and
rejected suggestions he-aimed to provide
“windfalls” to particular developers through
rezoning proposals.

He said he had never received personal
gain from his roles on the council.

CONTINUED PAGE 2

By Linton Besser,
Fairfax Media

DEVELOPERS, home
owners and businesses
with Liberal Party con-
nections have been
shown special treatment
by Sutherland Shire
Council and its former
mayor Kent Johns.

In just 12 months since
Liberals gained 10 of 15
seats at the council, it has

of its most senior direct-
ors and the abolition of its
internal ombudsman.
Established members of
independent assessment
panels  have  been
replaced by hand-picked
candidates while decades

of pl controls have
been swepfaway.
Despite Rampaigning

for his spot oh the council
on a platform of “stop-
ping overdevelopment,”
Cr Johns, the failed Lib-
eral candidate for the fed-

undergone a restructure |
that has led to the sacking

m Radical pla

Active in the Liberal Party:
Matt Daniel. Picture: Nick Moir

eral seat of Werriwa, has
pushed through radical

-new planning rules that

will vastly increase the
density of building across
the shire, conferring
windfalls on a select list of
property holders.

At the same time, the
party has been soliciting
federal campaign dona-
tions from developers
who might benefit from

Special treats

nning rules

precisely these changes.

It is illegal for property
developers to donate
funds to state politicians or
local councillors but there
are no restrictions on
donating to federal can-
didates and their party.

A Fairfax Media investig-
ation uncovered docu-

| ments establishing Cr
Johns was secretly assisted
~ in drafting radical new re-

zonings for the shire by
Matt Daniel, a former
Sutherland Shire council-
lor and an undischarged
bankrupt active in the
party’s backroom.

Mr Daniel admitted to
Fairfax Media that he
advised developers who
were connected with the
Liberal Party and at the
same time encouraged
them to contribute to Cr
Johns's federal campaign.

CONTINUED PAGE 4

Public inquiry call

FROM PAGE 1

CrJohns said he had made “a lot of enemies”
by “trying to change the culture of the council
too quickly”. ’

“I probably upset a few pgople and that's
what is motivating all this”

Fund-raising concerns denied

FORMER state MP for Miranda, Graham
Annesley, denied concems by some Liberal
Party branch members overfinances for his
2011 election campaign had any bearing on
his decision to quit. i

Fairfax Media reported that, more than two
years after the election, conference workers
were unwilling to sign off on donation disclosure
foms because of concems about possible
developer contributions which are banned.

‘As the candidate | had no role in the financial
reconciliation of the fund-raising efforts for the:
campaign,’ Mr Annesley said. “That was
appropriately a function of the local executive
and the party centrally. :

“The state director has stated publicly already
that all accounts from the 2011 election have
been fully audited”

Menai MP Melanie Gibbons, a close friend of
CrJohns, denied receiving special treatment
when she queried a neighbour's development
application for the extension of his Woronora
home. Ms Gibbons said, based on the reply to
‘some simple questions” the mayor asked of
council staff, she had decided not to object to
the development application.

|
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ly Kate Carr
"HE South Sydney branch of

VIRES has condemned the clear- -

ng of the Kirrawee brick pit site,
laiming it is an “ecological dis-
ster” for Sutherland Shire.
Branch president Michael,
lesandro, of Miranda, said the
ite had been graded down to
)are soil and criticised Suther-
and Shire Council for not impos-
ng a flora management plan.
“The site is known to contain

:astern long neck turtles, more

han five species of frogs and
oads, ringtail and brushtail pos-

ducks and other water birds,
snakes (wood snakes and red bel-
lied black snakes) and blue tongue
lizards,” Mr Alesandro said. .

He said WIRES had been denied
access to the site, and that he had
grave fears for many of the anim-
als which had been living there.

“The management of the devel-
opment by Sutherland Shire
Council has been a total failure
and no provision was made for
the safe removal of the animals
before cleanng smned.

pit ‘ecoldﬁlcaliisiste

l Fears for fauna and ﬂora

tree which was thicker than
100mm and therefore prohibited
from being cleared.

She said a number of blue
tongue lizards had also been relo-
cated to nearby bushland.

“The works have included the
removal of vegetation comprising
of weeds and non-endemic spe-
cies such as the Cape Leeuwin
wattle, cotoneaster, golden wreath
wattle, lantana and large leaf
pnvet, the spokeswoman said.

T “p, s
ums, microbats, coots, moorhens, had been fined for removmg a ;:gg wildlife dunng the cleanng of

If you consider that 2031 submissions to the draft

Leader readers do not know who you are or what
you represent. You could be a developers® lobbyist.
LEP is not representative don’t blame Save Our

We endeavour to provide a service to residents to
explain issues that are complex and could affect
their lifestyle and the shire’s environment.

In this particular exhibition the council failed to
connect with the general public, despite the 83,000
letters sent to all dwellings.

It’s easy to criticise, Samuel, when you don’t give
Shire: contact the council and complain to them,

your name ( Your View, September 12).

2
RN

& -
~

Pit wildlife: The site was known to contain (above) ringtail
possums, eastern fong neck turtles and coots (below).

hewasi

the site and is working closely
with Sutherland Shire Council to
ensure the protection of any nat-
ive animals,” the spokesman said.

He said site was home to feral
cats, and clearing had involved
the removal of many noxious
weeds.

“We will continue to do every-
thing possible to protect natural
fauna on the site,” the spokes-
man said.
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Councillors Iobieél fér/support

AMONG sites Matt Daniel took a
behind-the-scenes interest in was a
major development at 531 Kingsway,
Miranda.,

He assisted the Tripodina family in
their pursuit of the development and
Fairfax Media established he lobbied
Sutherland Shire councillors to support
the project at the same time.

He said last Friday: “Itis my under- ~__

standing that Mr Tripidina [sic] is a
supporter of the Liberal Party. | recall
asking for support for the federal
campaign, however | cannot raca‘ll‘

O{@vd o

SUTHERLANDY Shire councillor
Hassan Awada is one of a string of
people lucky enough to have scored
a windfall rezoning under the
Liberal-controlled Sutherland Shire
Council and mayor Kent Johns.

In Jate 2008, Mr Awada, a nascent
property developer and operator of
childcare centres, paid $2.25 million
to buy 33-37 Seaview Street, Cronul-
la, where an ageing unit block was
ripe for redevelopment.

Fortune was on his side when Cr
Johns revealed that Cr Awada’s land
holdings would receive a favour-
able zoning,

It was one of dozens of zoning
changes announced by Cr Johns in
an extraordinary mayoral minute.

Instead of a 16-metre height limit,

‘the new plannin

By Linton Besser

instrument
‘woul ;
limit :
ity limit. ; i
Cr Awa one of Cr Iohnss Lib-
eral Party co es, having been

approved a $4 6 %ﬁﬂéﬁ

asking them for financial support forthe
campaign.’

Mr Daniel was assisting Kent Johns's
campaign for the seat of Werriwa.

Santo Tripodina, who together with his
family is a member of the Cronulla

.branch of the Liberal Party, declined to

discuss the site and the family's discus-
sions with Mr Daniel.

__MrDaniel also secretly lobbied Suth="

erland Shire councillors to support a
redevelopment at 748-750 Kingsway,
Gymea, urging them to send the

proposal to Increase density beyond

elected to C Ward
in September 2012,

Another benefi-
ciary of the new
planning instru-
ment was another
Liberal councillor,
Carmelo Pesce.

They declared a
pecuniary interest and left the room
when the draft planning instrument
came before the council,

Crs Awada and Pesce denied they
had held any discussions with Lib-
eral colleagues to urge them to sup-
port the rezonings.

“I can't remember discussing it
with anybody,” Cr Awada said, while
Cr Pesce said: “I don't want them
[the affected properties] developed
because I want to pass them on to
my kids”, .

Midway through last year, before
the elections that elevated Cr Awada

council and put it firmly
the council
redevelop-

Hassan Awada

ment of his site.

Under way: 531-533 Kingsway, Miranda.

planning rules to the Department of _
~Planning as a matter of urgency.
Mystery surrounds the identity of the
developer, who put an option on the site
18 months ago. The owner of the site
sald the developer was “very secretive”,

An application he lodged in 2009
(then valued at $3.3 million) had
been rejected.

Before joining the council, Cr
Awada donated $4230 to the Liberal
Party in 2010 and 2011.

The donations caused consterna-
tion for some Liberals because in
December 2009 it became illegal for
developers to make political dona-
tions.

Fairfax Media was told that before
his preselection, Cr Awada was
questioned by Liberal Party heavy-
weight Bill Heffernan and others
about his property activities.

But Cr Awada declined to com-
ment on this conversation, main-
taining it was confidential.

He said the Election Funding
Authority formally told him that
when he made those donations he
didn’t meet the definition of a
developer.

“Maybe after this DA I might
become a property developer,” he
said, “Until that stage I was not
deemed to be a property developer.”

Rezoning victory windfall

Mayor favours
Lib party figures

Cr Johns said Mr Daniel was one of many
people from whom he sought advice on
planning matters. He said he checked that

Mr Daniel did not have a financial or profes-.

sional interest in the matters discussed.

Mr Daniel, a property developer, and Cr
Johns have a long history of fund-raising in
the shire.

Cr Johns has defended his actions. He
admitted it was possible property developers
had donated to his federal campaign and said
it he became aware that anyone with a matter
before the council made a donation, “I would
want their contributions returned”.

“There were some people that wanted to
attend functions that had matters before
Sutherland Council . .. and I advised them
that it wouldn't be appropriate,” he said.

Mr Daniel, who has helped raise thousands
of dollars for the party in recent years,
remained a senior Department of Planning
official even after he went bust in mid-2011,
owing almost $6 million over a controversial
development in Kiama.

But the department refused to comment
on his tenure, its rules on employees enga-
ging in property development or whether it
restricted staff who were declared bankrupt.

Mr Daniel is now the deputy general man-
ager at the Liberal Party-controlled Liverpool
Council. Division of Local Government rules
state that where a senior executive becomes
bankrupt “their contract of employment is
terminated immediately under the terms of
the standard contract of employment”,

Mr Daniel said he had disclosed the bank-
ruptcy to the council,

The Herald learned Mr Daniel applied pres-
sure to Sutherland Shire councillors in the past
year to support certain development sites. He
admitted he discussed developments with

councillors but denied lobbying them and said |

he merely provided an opinion.
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i / systematic destruction of our quality of =~ Miranda — himselfa Liberal shire
ca nd'date S Stand life here in the shire. councillor from 1995 to 1999 — refuses
Overdevelopment once again hasreared ~ Residents feel there’s no point to comment (Leader, September 26).
its ugly head right across the shire. complaining because the Liberals have If elected at the Miranda byelection on
Over the past 12 months we've seena  sacked the independent council October 19, I’ll be standing up for the
Liberal-controlled council forcing - ombudsman, and the OFarrell shire again, calling the Liberal-
through widespread rezonings, more government’s new planning laws willtip  controlled councif and the O’ i
than doubling local building heights and  the balance in favour of the big state government to account
densities in Miranda and Gymea, and developers. - state parliament.
even indicating commercial marinas at Community oufrage continues ‘ Collier
Kangaroo Point. unabated over allegations of special Labor candidate for Miranda
Clearly, the Liberal councillors still favours to developers, donors and o
haven’t learnt the lessons of 1999 when  fiiends with Liberal Party connections, =~
Tturned the blowtorch on their open- alleged rezoning windfalls to a Liberal

slather approach to development

councillor and pressure on council s

during their yearsin control from 1995  (Leader, September 24). ;
10 1999. 4 Yet despite the allegationsand the | !
The new local environmental plan public outery the new Liberal ;7
(LEP) put together by the Liberals can steadfastly re: to scrap the dra
b&&%scribed asablueprintforthe ~ LEP and the Liberal candidate for
s : e—
ut t H time. After all, the LEP and the community trust by immediately a marked decline in the standard
h_e house "ght processes that produced itmustbe a suspending any further consideration of  shire living. A full, thorough, am:;) :

he giemsqu to further extend the ) fundamental part of the inquiry the LEP until after an inquiry is held. transparent public investigation mus
1blic exhibition of the controversial demanded by councillors. : John Mulcair, Cronulla  called for immediately.
aft Sutherland Shire local Some want nothing to change in the ! Warwick Kent Cronuila S
wironmental plan is a classic case of shire, but realistically, it must change to scruti needed [ I o1 3 :
1tting the cart before the horse. accommodate population growth. nyr - H 'd hi
The esstsentlg! first pnor:gl for new But it must do so in a manner that The recent grave revelations concerning o m acco“"table
ayor Steve Simpson an permits thoughtful, acceptable the Liberal mayor Kent Johns (Leader,  1hope enough S Shi
nmncillors is not the draft LEP but : development while retaining as much as September ZHZSy further exemplgﬁes the remogeents m%mg%lmmrﬁxdm Tepo
storing the reputation of the council. possible of our shire’s enviable lifestyle. necessity for greater scrutiny of persons  toreveal who our council is being rur
After all, councillors are supposed to The first challenges of the strength of holding public office. by. Now we know the real reason Cr
present all, and not — as recent media  mayor Simpson’s leadership will be Cr Johns was the former Labor mayor ~ Johns is not running for Miranda is
ports suggest — just mates who got how fast he visits the Minister for Local ~ of Rockdale and, since being electedto  because he is under investigation.
vours, or_coulc_l make fortunes from Government and whether he gains the the shire mayoral position, has presided This council was being 1 by the
wcouncil policy. : demanded full, independent inquiry overan ing and uncontrolledraft  “developers friend”.
Continuing to seek opinions on th into the workings of the council over the - ofule and regulation changes, ‘When s this man going o held
iP, which may be an irreparably last year. : The ramification of these changes, if  accountable?

maged piece of policy, is a waste of

He could also start rebuilding

they were to be implemented, would see

Steven, Cronu

=
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LEP review pledge
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FROM PAGE 1

“| have no intention of approving
anything until | have ticked off on

manager, he said.

Labor by-election:candidate
Barry Collier said the draft LEP
should be scrapped and the

all those boxes, | promise you process restarted. -
Cortaral: what Tl e & s that," Mr Hazzard zaid. ; h'Unr:hsswe bggin t;wth a clte'?n
By Murray Trembath ol “Certainly, what I will be doing is taking e said he would look at sheet shire residents cannot have
i, . MlnISter VOWS to away that message and asking how we go I whether the Planning Assessment  any confidence that the LEP is not
QUESTIONS over Sutherland Shire’s flawed about making sure this [LEP] is actually — gommission was the best bodyto tainted he said.

draft Local Environmental Plan (LEP) have
dominated the final days of the campaign
for the Miranda by-election this Saturday.

A community cabinet meeting in the
shire and the resumption of State Parlia-
ment this week put the spotlight back on
allegations of property development
favours being done by the Liberal-
controlled council.

Planning and Infrastructure Minister
Brad Hazzard met two groups of residents
to discuss the matters at the community
cabinet meeting and faced questions at a

reviewed appropriately and transparently

look at tainted plan

public forum at Kareela Golf Club attended
by about 130 people.

Mr Hazzard was asked to loud applause if
he would delay approving the LEP until the
Independent Commission Against Corrup-
tion (ICAC) had completed its inquiries.

He replied he would not approve the plan
until it was “reviewed appropriately and
transparently”.

Applicauions get special treatment

17/70/7

A TQITAL of 35 development applications
launched in anticipation of Sutherland Shire
Council’s controversial draft planning codes
are “too far progressed” to withdraw,

Instead they will be dealt with by a specially
formed independent committee of planning
experts,

The council’s draft Local Environmental
Plan 2013 has been put on hold, with Plan-
ning Minister Brad Hazzard this week prom-
ising it would be “reviewed appropriately and
transparently” following allegations the
changes favoured developers.

Also put on hold was amendment 20 to the

By Jln: Gainsford

to make sure that whatever is in there
should be there,” he said.

“We can't always get everyone's agreement
for what is done in planning; that's not pos-
sible. :

“But what we can get is a sense of integrity
about the process and I intend to make sure
that happens.”

Mr Hazzard said he would talk to the
director-general of his department.

CONTINUED PAGE 3

council’s 2006 LEP 2006. The amendment
sought to introduce the proposed changes to
zoning, floor space ratios, reduction in land-
scaping requirements and new foreshore con-
trols contained in the draft LEP. :

In one of his first actions as mayor, Steve:

Simpson sought to withdraw amendment 20
in a September 20 mayoral minute.

It was revealed at this week’s council meet-
ing that 35 development applications
launched under the draft planning codes
would need to be dealt with under an inde-
pendent planning panel “with some urgency”,

The make up of this planning panel was the
subject of a prolonged debate by councillors.

Councillor Simpson wanted the panel to be

S R

made up of an external in.uependent chair-

person with experience in planhing, dn
external advisor, the general manager and
two council staff members. .

But Goungillor Hassan Awada wanted three
independent planning experts from outside
the council, the general manager and director
of planning. ; .

Former chairman of the council’s Independ-
ent Hearing and Assessment Panel, Adam
Seton, was named a possible chair of the com-
mittee, general manager John Rayner said.

But this was not acceptable to Cr Awada,
who said that while he was not questioning
the suitability of Mr Seton, he felt someone
who had no previous relationship with the

review the LEP as requested by
the council.

The commission had never
undertaken such a task, he said.

In Parliament the next day, the
Opposition quizzed Local Govern-
ment Minister Don Page over the
allegations.

Mr Page urged anyone with
information to contact the Division

of Local Government and the ICAC.
Allegations in relation to code -
- of conduct matters at the council

should be referred to the general

amendment was carried.

But the real issue for Shire Watch Independ-
ents Councillor Peter Towell was not the inde:,
pendent panel members but what appearec
to be the revival of amendment 20. |
~ “Itis unfair to the community to bring baclf -
amendment 20,” he said. “It is introduci

LEP 2013 by stealth.

“There is an element of risk when you put in
a DA on an LEP that is not yet approved.”
Cr. Simpson said amendment 20 was not

being revived.

“The independent panel will look at [the
DAs] ‘under the 2006 LEP standards, without
the provisions of amendment 20,” he said.

W :
council should be appointed. Mr Awada’s =~ |

Mr Collier said the removal of
the council ombudsman by the
Liberals and “the appointment of
hand-picked individuals to their
planning panels” showed the
community had no real say in the
formulation of the LER.

He called on Mr Hazzard to
himself refer the allegations to
the ICAC, sack the council and
appoint as-administrator pending
the gatCome of the inquiry.

@8 Draft LEP reactions:
See story page 12

FA




: ents’ rights to object to a development local government to stop overdev

5 ; upi convincing mayor 0
By-election lesson. ,’”&‘Sﬁ"ﬁﬁﬁ%&m col%eagim would be negligible. ment in the shire. b
According to Scott Morrison, the “only ~ on Sutherland Shire Council to scrap Although reductions in fire aud'l‘AlFE G. Baluk,
reason for the ing by-election this seemingly tainted LEP and start services are of serious concern, the ele- L
result was . .. Mr Annesley’sresigna-  overagain with a clean sheet. phant in the room is clearly overdevel- 32—
tion” (Leader, October 24). : Barry Collier, MirandaMP  opment. : §
Whatovor planet Seoft Mortison is or, 3' ' | .{ .’ }Moc_lell%(ii 1;)3 rt;!::ttell;ebgegg:enlx)r:reﬁlg s
i i the same anning E
1(3?151;;:1;1;’:1%? P?;mﬂ’ldﬁfalgtwo . overdeve opment ?nent and enhanced by the previous 3 /
reasons for the loss of the seat — the In the space of just 30 months, the mayor’s mayoral minute, LEP2015Tas—
first of which was overdevelopment. swing in the state seat of Miranda has increased future building footprints, =
Mr O’Farrell correctly pointed to the changed from 21 per cent Liberal to 27  building heights and densities to unprg—_
“activities” of the Liberal-confrolled = percent Labor. : : cedented ?e%ufrgf gnn% :(e:;r;ir:ly reduce
cil, including the serious allega- To cause such an enormous change areas nee nds £
gi?)g]; referred to ICAC and the deg:, something alarming has happened and Rezoning of family homesd tc;hlgh
shire-wide concerns over theproposed  itisnotthe resignation of the former density has been boosted to deliver .
LEP (Leader, October 22). MP, Graham Annesley. more than double the h(lmsxx}g require
And rather than making a pathetic, MrAnnesleysavedMuanda— by the Departme: it of P ay:!nmg :
belated apology for Mr Annesley’s mid-  Caringbah from becoming a dreaded Rmdanfs have dchyg_re Ao fgantate =
term resignation, Mr Morrison should Urban Activation Precinct where resid- the incoming Miranda [P and §
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Pl‘anniggg‘pﬁbity questioné

Reply to Mr Sam Haddad’s letter (Your View,
October 8).

Mr Haddad, director-general of the Department
of Planning and Infrastructure, has thanked the
people of NSW for their contributions to the
white paper on the proposed planning reforms for
this state.

However, despite more than 5000 submissions
made on the government’s white paper several
months ago, the department is yet to release an
analysis of the issues raised in these submissions
and how they are being addressed in the revised
planning bills, scheduled for introduction to Parlia-
ment, possibly as soon as next week.

Despite Mr Haddad’s words about protecting our
environment and heritage, the draft planning bills
allow these vital matters to be overlooked every
time in favour of development, including inappro-
priate residential overdevelopment and mining.

While the government and the developers are
happy to see economic growth as the chief driver
of the planning system, most ordinary people want
a balance that ephances community well-being,
preserves our environment and heritage and sus-
tains the biodiversity upon which we all depend.

Most people also want to see the risk of corrup-
tion in the new’planning laws minimised. ICAC
has raised serious issues with the government’s
planning reforms, yet the government has
remained completely silent on how these issues
will be addressed in the revised bills, if at all.

Corinne Fisher
convener, Better Planning Network

B MORE OF YOUR LETTERS PAGE 22
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Unbiased reporting ‘/

Congratulations to the Leader for its coverage of
the current troubles involving Sutherland Shire—
Council’s Liberal councillors.

The coverage has been detailed and (as faras I
can tell) unbiased.

I have had great delight in pointing this outto
friends who have always seen the Leader as a polit-
ically conservative newspaper.

‘Well done!
Wiiliam Hick, Engadine

No warning given
In reference to the article titled “Troubled LEP on
Hold” (Leader, October 1).

A paragraph stated: “I do not believe that news-

paper allegations should be used to destroy some
five years’ work by the professional planning
staff”.

As a resident in one of the affected areas, I find
this statement extremely offensive.

_ Over the last couple of years, I have embarked on
extensive work on my property. If there was any
indication of what was being planned, I would not
have done this.

There was no indication of anything until earlier
this year, when the entire draft LEP was presented
as a fait accompli!

The public comments requested since (only after
an uproar) have been basically ignored. The people
that have planned this wonder why there is sucha
negative opinion of it.

Maybe they should look at the secrecy that sur-
rounded it, not to mention the major upheaval
being forced on those affected.

_The council is supposed to be there to serve its

' 1, for one, have no problem with change. Butto
present major changes with no warning and to
expect people to just accept them is not on!

: Peter, Miranda

So many questions

The recent revelations about Sutherland Shire
Council and particularly about Kent Johns raise
more questions than they answer. .

The PwC report made a numbet of recommend-
ations, so why was the first of these recommenda-

1o/%

tions acted upon the removal of the Ombudsm
Office and the closing of the Women’s Rest Ci
at Cronulla? -~ " ke

What qualifications did Matt Daniels have t
secure senior positions within the NSW gover
ment and Liverpool Council?

Did Matt Daniels apply for any recently vac
positions of senior officers recently sacked by
Sutherland Shire Council, particularly that of
of planning previously held by John Brunton -
widely respected and recognised leader in loc
government planning?

What benefit have or will the people of the |
receive from the restructure recommended by
PwC?

A cost benefit analysis should be made pub

IfI have learnt anything after 35 yearsas a
servant, 11 of which were as the investigation
manager in the council’s Ombudsman’s Offic
that decisions must be open to scrutiny and, n
importantly, be made in the public interest.

Decisions must not be made to benefit the |
making the decision, any individual or politic

group.
Just a few of the questions I would ask if Iv
still in my previous position .
Bronwyn Ryan, |

Mayor did good job

I have lived in the shire all my life and am pr
call it my home. The shire has never looked s
clean and tidy as it did when Councillor Ken
Johns was mayor.

No political attack should bring down this
hard-working man. i

Thank you, Cr Johns, for upgrading Prince
Edward Park and fixing up the Cronullabea
front. The new extended golf links, entry an
paths at the Ridge Sporting Complex are als
great improvement.

You did a lot in a year as mayor and I thanl,

Sarah, address ml«m\

Rubbish spoils view 5

The walkways and areas around both ends ¢
tain Cook Bridge require frequent collectior
rubbish. This spoils not only the river but al:
beautiful walks and viewswe____.

Diane Hampel, Tan

_—__——_—-—————'——
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eral managerJohn Rayner

Survivor: Sutherland Shire Council gen
Picture: John Veage

celebrated 30 years of service in January 2012,

ng narrowly averted

tract which wi

rand deputy mayor.
» Picture: John Veage

jler times: Kent Johns (left) and Kevin Schreiber after their election as mayo

i john Ra

i er came wi
% vote of being dumped o , Mar
i the job during a dramatic Rayner’s cond : cle
own” with then-mayor because it wa ‘a "shake-tp” butit  “too close to councilstatt =
 Johns earlier this year. closed counc t have been done the  implement the reforms
Rayner was “saved” after Tynan told the ohns intended. recommended by the Price-
not hesitate in 5 Ol ‘waterhouseCoopers strategic

Jast-minute intervention -
e shire’s senior Liberal, !
ael Tynan, and a decision
Kevin Schreiber, who was
¢ deputy mayor, to change

general manag
led the role for 31 years.

“I couldn’t believe what
they were planning to do,” he

request'f § put to.a vote on

§ vote. said.
i “John Rayner has been a. | June 24 and was approved 8-7,
iports  from numerous 's senior wonderful example to the cil had oceurred ile he was  with Liberals Kevin Schreiber,
jurces that an intense powet il shire and runs a bloody good president. = A Steve Simpson and John Riad
j\,;igﬁ:e is continuing within council, even though he has  “We achieved it by having among those in favour.
ie Liberal-controlled council.  “Sutl had to put up with a few duds  the management and staff There was no explanation as
ome Liberal councillors, as mayors and councillors. working with us and the  to why Cr Schreiber told the
il by Cr Johns, are in conflict “When 1 found out at 3pm changes were SO extensive meeting he would vote against
fith senior staff and moder- on the day they were going to  they were copied by many the contract extension but
other councils,” he said. changed his mind utes

vote, [ sent an email in very
strong terms to all councillors.
-1 don’t know if it had any
~influence, but [ was delighted

te Liberal colleagues, includ-
fg new mayor Steve
impson, who are described
s “the old guard” or the

e

Sources said Cr Johns, as
mayor, asked Mr Rayner not to
seek an extension of his con-

ot

-

s T8

News _

Plan to dump
GM fails after
Tynan email |
1

Mr Rayner was not presen
at the meeting, which wa
described by one counci
' lor as “very tense’.
A number of councillot
who supported Mr Raynt
told the Leader he we
“extremely professional
and was prepared to carj
out the wishes of the eléi
ted members.
Some said
they feared
the plan was
to replace
him with for-
mer  shire
councillor
and property

until his contract v
terminated last month.g
He was named as a cel
ral figure in shire prope
development allegatio)
which surfaced on the ¢
of the annual shire ma’yﬁ(j
election in Septem
. which Cr Johns did

| recontest.

|, 18 Do you think ]
has done a good joh.as the
manager?

- -

Have vedf say
theleader.com.au
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Tyna“ st‘a“dsjﬁm and was part of am:scmaewedamc:k More particularly, a lack of feeling ager’s role is next to sainthood. The
e Sz on council’s business structure and cul-  and knowledge about Sutherland Shire.  shire’s general manager has 31 year
The Leader s front page article ture. : S Tt is not uncommon fo ensure reports  history and experience; councillors
(November 21) including my comments There is little doubt that most resid- have recommendations to suit given cir-  mayors come and go, but the gener
and decision to communicate with all ents would agree thata review of coun-  cumstances [although] I dopot suggest ~ manager remains to ensure direct:
councillors to respect the Sutherland cil (or any business) ishealthy from  that the PWC report was in  and stability. : :
Shire Council general manager’s wish time to time; but any success achi that format. He dispenses apolitical advice an
for an extension to his employment con-  is only achieved by co-operation, 1 make no apologies for my stand and reality could be described as the “c
tract has created much interest and mutual directions and respectbetween  support for the general manger and science” of the shire. His principle:
 seeking of further explanations. directors, rement and s : the senior executives of Sutherland refusals to bend to harassment a1
Ttis correct that T communicated with It is unknown if the Shire Council. i bullying no doubt assisted in creati
all councillors encouraging them to vote ' . John Rayner has the “runs on the the endeavours fo remove him.
against the former mayor’s intent. ‘board™, is extremely professional and a Thankfully, the experienced cour
1 wrote in my role as a member of anoth s  person of great integrity. Until recently, lors of various persuasions combir
Sutherland Shire community and a for- me  there has never been a whiff of corrup-  defeat this unprincipled attack, wif
mer councillor for 17 years, while also 1ote thi tion or mismanagement associated with  justice and decency prevailing.
serving as mayor/president. : ~ the council, for which the general man- Michael T. Tynan, Suth
Itis true that the plan to sack the gen-  some’ Al ' agermust accept credit.
eral manager and other senior executive  consulfant th 2 commercial bias and - Similarly, other senior management. lmwmsmﬂ /
staff has been rumoured for some time ~ not experienced in local government. Some suggest that the general man- in full at theleader.com.au
I\ A ————
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= receive anonymous leaflets full of

speech in Hansard). Shire residents are

velopment

As usual, Jim Gainsford writes as I
| believe a good journalist should write

untrue statements. no fools. G Bakik (Your View, October
The most blatant untruth is thatonly 5 31) has said itak.
per cent of the shire is up for redevelop- Dr Jean Rgyendekkers, Caringbah
ment under the draft LEP 2013.
The greatly reduced landscaping and H
increased site coverage prescribed Du mp new ti me'table
applies in all part of the shire. 1 note the continuing stream of letters

These two requirements will irrevoc-
ably change the leafy open character of
the shire. -

The huge increase in number and
heights of flats will ensure a Wolli
Creek-type character that will spread as
more and more rezoning occurs.

from people unhappy with the new train
timetable. 5 S

There is one easy way to fix the prob-
lems — revert to the old timetable.

The old timetable had been refined
over a number of years and was a very.
good timetable. :

The Illawarra and South Coast lines

; — with the aim of finding the truth
| (Leader; October 31). The recent Miranda poll is the only
' Notonly did he present the viewsof  one that counts. operate independently from the rest of
| the “Johnny-come-lately” group - Here, the majority supported the can-  the system so such a course of action
BLISS but as well the comments from  didate who was against all this over- would be quite feasible.
| angry residents who do not like to development (see Barry Collier’s Owen Heldok, Loftus
4 i z




By Murray Trembath

CONEUSION over terms of reference for
an independent review of Sutherland Shire
local environmental plan (LEP) has been
blamed on a bureaucratic “stuff-up”,

Initial details released by Planning and
Infrastructure Minister Brad Hazzard
included that the inquiry would report its
findings only to Sutherland Shire Council,

After this was reported on the Leader
website and Miranda MP Barry Collier
spoke to Mr Hazzard, the terms of refer-
ence were amended and expanded.

The main change was that the inquiry
would report findings and recommenda-
tions to Mr Hazzard, meaning the “buck”
will stop with the government and the
council won't be policing itself.

Mr Collier said the initial terms of refer-
ence did not reflect what he and Mr Haz-
zard had agreed upon at a meeting,

However, when pointed out to the min-
ister he had “sorted it out very quickly,”
Mr Collier said.

“I have to accept it was one of those
stuff-ups that can occur [in dealings be-
tween the minister’s office and depart-
ment],” he said. : /

Mr Collier said, in particular, Mr Haz-
zard had agreed for an examination of the
75 changes made to the draft LEP in a July
29 mayoral minute.

It had also been agreed any report and
recommendations should, in the first
instance, be made directly to the minister
and be available to the public.

Cronulla MP Mark Speakman rejected

the suggestion Mr Collier’s close involve-.

mentin drawing up the terms of reference

indicated the shire’s three Liberal MPs
had been “sidelined”.

/7/// //5 News

= Planning minister?%eversee outcome

Review expanded

~ ® Undertake public hearings, including oral

TERMS OF REFERENCE

The terms of reference for the review, to
- be conducted by “planning experts” John
~ Roseth and Meredith Sussex, are:

‘W Assess and advise whether the council

has prepared the draft Sutherland Shire
Standard LEP 2013 (draft plan) in
accordance with the Environmental Planning
& Assessment Act 1979.
W Advise on the appropriateness of the
provisions contained within the second
exhibited version of the draft plan.”
m Examine the 75 changes made to the LEP
by the mayoral minute No. 6/ 13-14, dated

- July 29,2013,

submissions by representatives of
community groups.

m Consider submissions and .
representations made during the public
hearings or received by the panel,

m Report findings to the minister arising

from the review,

“I was consulted with the terms of refer- |
ence and am happy with them,” he said. |

“The whole idea of transparency is not |
something Barry Collier dreamed up — it |
was something the council resolved to |
happen. ; e

“The aim of the exercise was for the
public to have complete confidence in
this process. Mr Collier was consulted so
that if he had any concerns they could be

Do you have confidence
in the review?

Teli us at theleader.com.au

addressed up front.”

= Independent experts to be called in

Shire planning

LERDS ¢ £
By Murray Trembath

THE state government has agreed to an
independent review of the contentious
Sutherland Shire draft local environ-
mental plan (LEP),

While the terms of reference have not-.
yet been announced, Miranda MP
Barry Collier was expected to tell Par-
liament last night he had received an
assurance they would include scrutiny
of the 75 changes made to the docu-
ment in a mayoral minute on July 29.

Planning and Infrastructure Minister
Brad Hazzard confirmed the review after
a meeting with the newly elected MP

A spokeswoman for Mr Hazzard said
the review would be conducted by
“highly-respected planning experts”
John Roseth and Meredith Sussex, AM.

“Mr Roseth is the current chair of the
Sydney East Joint Regional Planning
Panel with over 40 years of planning
expertise,” she said. :

“Ms Sussex, a city planning expert
who in 2011 conducted an independ-
ent review of the Barangaroo develop-
ment for the NSW government, also
has extensive experience in the public
and private sectors, predominantly in
Victoria.” .

The spokeswoman said the govern-
ment was “committed to the integrity
and transparency of the planning
system”,

to be ﬁge

s

viewed

MP LOBBIED HAZZA

Barry._(:gllier,;

Parliament lag

to “afull, independent public inquiry”,
which would give residents every oppor-
tunity to m and writte

_ submissions.

Draft terms of reference were being

finalised but the process would -

include a public hearing, which would
consider representations and any
submissions,

Cronulla MP Mark Speakman wel-
comed “the extra layer of transparency
that this brings to the process”,

B What do you think of the
indepeadent review?

Have your say
theleader.comau
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1 feel itis unpomnt to respond to Jillian Peta:;aon’s :
letter “Don’t blame Kent Johns™ (YourVi %

cior durmg the period of’ the develop— :
ment of the 2043 LEP I can attest that much work
had gone into the document which was about to be
released to the public at a council meeting two
months ago.

Kent Johns is to blame for the arrogant way he
used his position as mayor and a mayoral minute to
introduce extensive changes to the document an
hour or so before the council had to vote on it.

He then used his Liberal numbers and Liberal
aligned independents on council to stifle debate
and push his changes through without proper con-

.| sideration.
(| Mayoral minutes are not intended to be abused in
this way. -

‘What councillor Johns should have done was
defer any decision on his changes for several
weeks to allow proper scrutiny.

Just look around and you will see that there are
already significant changes to planning laws. For
example the significant development of a property
two doors down from where I live.

1 received no formal notification about what was
proposed for the block and now I notice that the
whole block is taken up with fence-to-fence con-
crete foundations and not a blade of grass. So
much for floor-land ratios.

Already builders and developers are doing
they like without proper council scrutiny and hid-

iiene )N
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Moderation the key

Critics of the current Sutherland
Shire Council are expressing
alarm at its “overdevelopment
. policies”.
A dozen years ago I wrote of a
similar council’s policies:
Overdevelopmentis a
- community’s perception that its
quality oflife is being eroded by
crowding, by excess of buildings

developer pre'f'erences Al ﬁw
recent pro-developer letter—wnters
respond to the critics by saying,
“You fellows want to stop all
development”.

But, in fairness, that has never
been advocated; rather a plea for
“sensible development” has
recognised a need for in-filling of
under-utilised areas, adding
rooms to houses, adding granny
flats, perhaps adding one storey,

R

Tell us more ‘7-/11 l 13

So businessman Robert Giardini is so
concerned about the shire that he wants
to both “save” and “protect” it (Leader,
November 5)?

We look forward to hearing his pro-
posals, which I'm sure the Leader
would be only too willing to print.

A cynic might say that Mr Giardini
has simply attempted an underhand pre-
emptive strike as the front man for
development interests, or that he is so
lacking in community consciousness

(1 that by registering these names he is

only concerned about making a fast
buck at the expense of those who really
care gbqutflge future of the shire — but

So come on, Mr Giardini, don’t be
shy. You wanted to use these names,
let’s see you on the front page of the
Leader outlining your plans.

and vehicles — which causes and so on, together with limited
congested roads, difficult parking, high-rise around rail stations (but
noise/air/visual pollution, no skyscrapers, please!).
overstretched services and loss of Let’s keep to the shire’s long
trees and urban bushland, tradition of “green, clean,
accompanied generally by rising ~ uncrowded, with unspoiled water
vandalism, insecurity, drug- views and inviolable national
peddling and crime. parks”.
Moderation: The thrust of the present council R. D. (Bob) Walshe
CILRIEIEICEE  appears to be mainly high-rise, Shire Citizen of the Year
which is the most profitable of 1995, 2010
where in our shire, and the same logic Shire (BLISS) must be kidding!
would apply to every subutb: (Leader, October 31).
Expensive high-rise apartments are If they thought the Libs lost Miranda
not going to solve this problem and solely because of Graeme Annesley
arguing that it will is specious. then they obviously didn’t talk to the

Stephen Dixon, Engadine

dgie argument

Iam not opposed to building new
accommodation in any established sub-
urb, but T am opposed to overdevelop-

ment and bodgie arguments.
For example, where I live in Bonnet

Bay there are some 700 houses, which
means some 1400 children overa gen-

eration.
Even if they all marry each other, that
implies that we will need another 700

Our children need inexpensive hous-
ing, given the land here is so expensive.
Town houses and two- or three-storey
walk-ups would be affordable, not
ﬁltai\smomus penthouses with high-rise
ifts.

When one sees bodgie arguments
from BLISS it is reasonable to assume
bodgie motives.

Michael Harrington, Bonnet Bay

Rampant development

Trall A T 2ok Fuavsanbnmn Cannavslnbman So

voters.

By far the biggest concetn was the
rampant development and total lack of
empathy shown by this council and state
government. J

I made a comment regarding the LEP,
deploring rejection of both residents’
and council staff concerns. Two weeks
later the stench became too much and
the papers, including the Leader; broke
the sorry story. -

Reject BLISS pressure and Save Our
Shire.
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By Munay Trembath

NEW  roadworks, land
clearing and a proposed
zoning change have raised
~ concerns that bushland in
. the Woronora Valley is being
prepared for a major housing
development
The p: vately-owned land is
~western side of
1, behind
t “and below
e}nstmg homes at Barden
Ridge.
Janine Burns, who has lived
in Shackles Estate since 1983,

had been unable to get
answers from the council
about the land clearing and
road upgrading.

She said a narrow, disused
dirt road, which had provided
] only access to Shackles Estate
! previously, had been widened
and extended into bushland.
Ms Burns said electricity

lines also have been

upgraded, ostensibly to
improve the service to
Shackles Estate.

“All these changes, ‘together
with rezoning in the draft
local environmental plan
(LEP), suggests the land is
being prepared for develop-
ment,” she said.

“It's very strange given the

said she and other residents

LEP hasn't even been
adopted at this stage.”

Another resident said: “It is
clear the developer has some
form of agreement from
council and Ausgrid.”

But a council spokeswoman
said the council was not
aware of any roadworks or
improvements and it was
“reasonable for land owners
to do so to maintain access to
their properties”.

‘It's very strange given
the LEP hasn’t even
been adopted at this
stage’. - Janine Burns

The spokeswoman said that
under the draft LEB the land
would be rezoned E3 envi-
ronmental management; it is
now zone 17 environmental
protection (low impact rural).

“Under the standard
instrument format [intro-
duced by the state govern-
ment to provide conformity],
there is no zone equivalent to
zone 17 environmental
protection,” she said.

“The best fit is the E3
environmental management
zone, which has been used
for land with special
ecological, scientific, cultural

Hctum' Lisa McMahon

” idents fear work
nals housing plan

or aesthetic attributes or
environmental  hazards/
processes where careful
consideration and manage-
ment is required.”

The spokeswoman said the
land was suitable for “a
limited range of develop-
ment”.

Permitted uses included
dwelling houses, bed and
breakfasts, boat sheds, envi-
ronmental protection or
flood ' mitigation works,
health consulting rooms,
home businesses, home
industries, recreation areas,
roads and secondary
dwellings.

The spokeswoman said:
“Simply because dwelling
houses are permissible does
not mean that it will be
developed for housing.”

Minimum subdivision
standards required a 20
hectare minimum lot size,
“effectively limiting develop-
ment potential to one
dwelling per lot subject to the
normal merit considerations,
including planning for
bushfire”.

= Do you know more about
intentions for this fand?

Have your say
theleader.com.au
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Properties snapped up 4
Its such a shame that shire families don’t stand a;
~” chance to look at properties before they are
| \\. snapped up by hungry developers.
~)

Ireceived a phone call today asking if T would
sell my home to a developer (known to the real
<\,  estate agent) along with the next door neighbour’s
} property, before the house was even photographed
~

for advertising.
1 I find it very disappointing that Sutherland Shire
il is willing to turn quiet, leafy, family- :
a d tS friendly streets into concrete jungles without a
Sent resi backyard in sight.
Repre 7 t 5 en : 5 § Furthermore, the fact that families are not even
%{egardmlgqﬂw ambgzlfouncﬂ Aplitievealed getting a chance to view or make an offer on prop-
Leacer, Novem : , ies as they are being stalked
Not only did Councillor Kent Johns and his asso- ~N g?;:? o ?’s &Iymfwbﬁng.by ey
ciateswanttqsackthegeneralmm%er.!ohnth pe Greg Sutheriand
Rayner and other senior council employees, they ; s Scasfe,
also wanted to getrid of the council ombudsman. - - -

With all the problems arising within the council
there seems to be one common denominator:
Cr Johns. :
Perhaps he is the one who should be sacked. This
would sort out a lot of the current problems and
stabilise Sutherland Shire Council.
‘ Then perhaps the remaining councillors could do
B what they have been elected to do — represent the
§ residents who put them there instead of the
developers or for that matter, the state government.
Rhonda Wilkinson, Cronulla

ings as thousands of vehicles spillonto  that the developers are “encouraged”
Captain Cook Drive in an effort to get to duplicate the road from Igl?-ﬁell
over the Taren Point Bridge? Good luck.  to Cronulla.

If they want this amount of housing in Frank Letterman, Miranda
the:a.reatbcnaumnelwﬂlhavetobeg y e
built from Kurnell to the city. Angry Ubeml '

al’

oy i /gamekxent,cmnuua o
e/ ; TI'have been a Liberal
’l%ﬂci coming €% v e

TR

I W e 400 : this current state governme-

houses in the Greenhills Estate, 600 ' f'Wow; another 2000 iguses directly Every ti transpo-

units at the lﬁgmdub,%ﬂtown | under the airport flight path! talkbvﬁur?;i?(?l tgere ie 4

houses on f rngbah School site, ‘With that many houses there will be nota phone call -

and then the Cawarra Road industrial about an average 3000 additional very critical th-~

estate along_wrtixpropos’ed multi-storey  vehicles using the single lane road past  longerstops”

unit blocks in north and south Greenhills beach to the intersection Not

Cronulla andy01_1 have a recipe for with the Sharks and Woolooware High. 103

traffic strangulation. Let’s just hope the houses are required =

Just image the situation inthemorn-  to have double glazing as standard, and o
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HUGE CHANGES UNDER COUNCIL DRAFT LEP 2013

Sutherland Shire Council's new Local Environmental Plan which will control all zoning and
development in the shire is on exhibition for public comment. The proposals in the LEP will
irreversibly change the character of the Shire.

NO RIGHT OF OBJECTION IF BUILDING COMPLIES WITH THIS LEP..

5500 additional high density dwellings within 800 metres of centres more than double

the target set by the state government.

Unspecified numbers of additional high density dwellings beyond 800 metre radius.

Increased building height and floor space in unit zones.

4 storey minimum height of units -- 8 storeys the preferred height.

13,346 square metres of public open space in Waratah Park earmarked for 9 storey

development.

3 storey town houses introduced -- 2 storey height limit removed

No minimum lot size for unit, townhouse and dual occupancy developments.

Units and townhouses allowed on single lots. Amalgamation of lots no longer required.

10 Villas and dual occupancies allowed on internal lots -- will overlook existing backyards.

11.Torrents title subdivision of dual occupancies permitted. No minimum lot size.

12.Increases in floor space in all low density zones will allow larger houses (with bigger
footprints) and smaller backyards.

13. (Green) landscape area requirement reduced from a range of 40% - 55% to 25% - 30%
in all residential zones providing no room to plant trees.

14. The largest increase in permitted house size and largest decrease in landscape area
are in waterfront and environmentally sensitive areas.

15. Adverse impacts from increased floor space together with reduced landscape area

« Loss of Shire's tree canopy

- Less green screening between buildings

» Loss of privacy and amenity

- Increased heat in urban areas not absorbed by trees

- Trees around the shire waterways replaced by larger houses and more waterfront

structures degrades scenic beauty of foreshores

- Loss of trees able to link with bushland as wildlife corridors

 Less water absorption

« Greater run-off into council drainage system

« More pollution into creeks and rivers.
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SELECT ONE OR MORE ITEMS FROM THE LIST. WRITE YOUR LETTER AND SEND
OBJECTIONS TO THE GENERAL MANAGER, LOCKED BAG 17, SUTHERLAND 1499
BEFORE 1/5/2013. CONTACT COUNCILLORS.

Email addresses for all councillors are listed on our web site,
saveourshire.org.au



