
Dr Jean V Leyendekkers 153 Gannons rd, CARINGBAH NSW 2229 

Ph (02) 9523 2181 

2nd February, 2014 

Marian PATE 
SUTHERLAND LEE' REVIEW 
NSW DEPT. OF PLANNING AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
PO BOX 39 
SYDNEY 2001 

_ Dear Marian Pate, 
I have lived in the Sutherland Shire for most of my life and in every 
respect the Shire is my HOME (sweet Home), as it is for many thousands 
of residents. 

III llhII 1 
For the last twenty-five years I have been involved in Residents' 

Groups. I started the first Precinct in the Shire (South Caringbah) 

and was co-founder of CROSS (Combined Residents of the Sutherland 

Shire) incorporating Precincts and Groups. I have been a Bushcarer 

for all that time (see copy Leader article attached). As well, I have 

frequently been a witness for Council in the Land & Environment Court. 

Thus, I can, with some confidence, assure you that the draft LEP under 

review has the potential (via excessive high rise, rezonings and 

increased FSR but drastically reduced landscaping )to devastate and 

destroy the character of our beautiful Shire. 

What makes it worse is that such excessive overdevelopment is 

completely unnecessary. 

If one visualises this great continet/island of Australia 

then Sydney is just a small dot on the east coast. With a population 

close to 5 million (Bureau of Statistics) it has nearly 22% of the 

total population of Australia (23 million). Why should such a 

relatively tiny area with National Parks on both sides and a small 

mountain range at the back have such a massive populatimn? Ten years 

ago the former Premier of NSW, Hon. Bob Carr said: " SYDNEY IS 

FULL!". and he was so right. I pat ' 

said: " SYDNEY IS 



Herewith then my submission to your Enquiry; 

In my long experience of LEPs I know that the majority of residents 

will not have the time nor the aptitude to submit to Enquiry. Many :849 

have already submitted to the 1st draft. However, since late 2012 

many have managed a letter to the Leader, being very concerned at what 

could happen to the Shire. 

I sincerely hope that you will take their "silent voices" into 
-10ti2--?-0t4t 

account (see copies of lettercand articles published in the St George 
A, 

and Sutherland Shire LEADER) 

As well, I believe that such information should help you and your 

colleagues in your very difficult task. After all you are rather like 

detectives, seeking the truth, so that extra data should be of help to 

you. 

I ask: Can such excessive overdevelopment be appropriate in view of 

the unique leafy and bushland character of the Shire and extensive 

objections from the resident (as clear from their letters). As well, 

the high population of Sydney (22% of total Australian population). 
'"•• 

must surely be considered if one Ls- considering the appro7" p_riateness 

of the draft -LEP. 

Yours sincerely, 

p.s Enclosed are my previous and 
current-concerns regarding the draft 

LEP. 



W/R New< 

Shire leads in bushcare work 
News 

- Growing trend: Sutherland Shire has more bushcare volunteers than any other part of Sydney, volunteering almost 25,000 hours and providing more than $700,00( in free labour. Pictured are Michael, Lorraine, Steve, Alan, Jean, Bill and Peter. Picture: John ling 
By Jim Gainsford dons supported and managed volunteer pro 

grams across greater Sydney. The voluntee SUTHERLAND Shire had the highest number efforts represent an  estimated value o of regular bushcare volunteers in the greater To be involved go to the council's website: $5.96 million to Sydney in one year alone. Sydney region, a survey has revealed. www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au/Environmenti Sutherland Shire mayor Kent Johns said Ii The shire's 884 bushcare volunteers donated Bushcare, contact the council's Bushcare unit was impressed by the many civic-mindei 24,216 hours of their time last year, represent- on 9524 5672, email Bushcarassc,nsw.gov.au people who took time to ensure local bush ing an estimated $726,000 in value. ortake a look at Bushcare's Facebook page. land reserves remain in good condition. Their efforts are part of a growing trend in 
bushcare volunteering, number of people involved in environmentalt... The annual bushcare survey by the NSW volunteering activities in the Sydney region Have your say Catchment Management Authority increased by 54 per cent from 2009 to 2012. Hawkesbury-Nepean found'that in 2012, the In 2012, 27,971 volunteers and 61 organisa- 



Submission from Dr Jean Leyendekkers, 153 Gannons rd Caringbah 2229 
File No. LP/03/79340 

Ph:(02) 9523 2181 

September 1, 2013 

AMENDED DRAFT SUTHERLAND SHIRE LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN 

SPECIAL NOTE: 

(1) my main concern is Landscaping and Floor-SpaceIratios-proposed endanger 
the tree canopy and shrubbery (leafiness) of the Sire. 
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(2) Staff Report p45 Chap 8 
c, SITE COVERAGE: (i, 1,2,3) and II 1 strongly urge you to adopt this clause. 

G E N E R A  L. 
The Staff Report on the LEP 2013 considered). "the results of the public 
exhibition and consultation with public autho ities." (29/7/2013 CCL004- 
14 File No 12/03/638669) 
"significant changes were proposed in response to the submissions 
received." This is why the draft plan is being re-exhibited before ilIs 
referred to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. 

I should like to know why the Council did not really consider and debate 
the excellent Staff Report r It seems very offhand and undemocratic. The 
2131 residents who submitted seem not to have been taken any notice of. 

Your Mayoral Minute seems only to exacerbate the overdevelopment residents 

were particularly concerned about:, 

Your Officers' Report points out the key issues: 
(i.e. those submitted by the most number of residents) 
(1) Proposed zoning changes, (2) multi-dwelling development, (3) Housing 
Strategy and I think (4) FSR and landscaping should be added. 
SIGNIFICANTLY: many residents considered the plan "does not preserve the 
Shire's amenity, lifestyle of residents (massive flat increase) or 
sufficiently protect the natural environment." 

In the Mayoral Minute it was merely staf7d that the Council's priority is 
to focus on Centres and not increase densities in our traditional 
neighbourhood reas of lower density.. But this priority cannot be met as 
the INDAVer density akreas will be blighted by continuing multi-dwelling 
development which, with the inadequate codes for landscaping (in some cases 
reduced from 55% to 35%) and large increases in floor space ratios. 
WHY WAS THIS NOT SERIOUSLY CONSIDERED..' AND DEBATED? 
These are important resident-concerns! 
After all, in the Mayoral Minute it says "Council must listen to the Ree4c 
and aspirations of its residents" 



Then why weren't the submissions actually considered and debated in 
Council? 

Pro-development residents are obviously in the minority (Table pp4-9 Staff 
Report). 

It is a sure way to destroy an area (over-development) and the more 
intelligent residents realise this. One cannot increase the population for 
ever and ever. . YET the emphasis by the Council seems to be on accommodating 
pro-development residents and the developer lobby. 
It is ironic that "The consultation carried out for the exhibited LEP was 
in excess of the requirements" So what was the point when the residents' 
views were not really considered or delf9ated.?" 

Another point of concern in the Mayoral Minute is that the Deparatment of 
Planning and Infrastructure can apparently "make changes that do not need 
to be referred back to Council" 

MAIN CONCERNS, 
One of my very strong concerns is to the small landscaping areatin R2 and E3 
(i.e. 35%) This should be at least 45-50%. (previously 55% allowed tree 
canopy and shrubbiness (i.e. leafy environments) to be protected. 
As well, 30% in R3, which will probably have dominantly multi-dwelling 
developments is completely inadequate. Even in RI deep planting as a 
screening effect will be difficult to achieve with such paltry landscaping. 
The same concerns apply to FSR increases that will be very damaging to the 
environment. 
The ecouragement of smaller lot 

sizeO>dual 
occupancies in low and medium 

density areas will accelerate tree canopy and shrubbery loss. In other 
words, the protection of the Shire's unique environmental assets is 
entirely inadequate. 
2. Mayoral Minute: p 16 item 22 Chap 37: Waratah Park and Miranda RSL 
development. 

The Miranda RSL is to be "invited" to proceed with their concept as a 
"stand-alone planning proposal" 
The big question here is the fate of the 1300 m of public land. (actually 
bioshland - there is a sign indicating that Bushcare has been active there) 
The area should be deleted from any development considerations It would 
be very foolish if the RSL were allowed to make a planning proposal 
including this public land. The issue should be dealt with before the RSL 
submit their f(Pol-, PUBLIC LAND SHOULD NOT BE DEVELOPLED FOR PRIVATE GAIN 
AND COMMUNITY LOSS. 
I note that in the Staff Report (p27) it says "Waratah retains its zone as 
Public Recreatice (no mention of bushland) There still seems confusion re 
this, e.g. height and density controls - have these exhibited controls been 
removed as recommended by staff?? 

3. p23 Mayoral Minute: 43 (xxvi) I am concerned that this increase in FSR 
will result in tree loss. Safeguards should be included as deep planting 
is so important with such intrusive developments. 



4. The Staff Report p 45 Chap 8 FSR and Landscaped area recommends a 
clause be added 

XX Site Coverage i (1,2,3) and ii. I strongly support this addition to 
complement the FSR and landscaping controls. 

5.Has the Council properly assessed the importance of TABLES on pp4- 
9 of the Staff Report?? 

The overwhelming numbers are against the proposed LEP 2013. This should be 
of grave- concern to Council yet the proposed changes for above (Mayoral 
Minute) often seem to faV7̀ our the "for" columns: 

common conclusion in the Staff Report is that submission,are noted but 
th6y are ignored because of the constraints imposed by the State's 
Metropolitan Plan and market expectations. 
Why then bother to ask the resae-f—itsTHEY WANT? 

THIS IS NOT DEMOCRATIC!! 
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SUBMISSION TO THE SSLEP 2013 

To put things in perspective: 

The Liberals have a majority in the Council. This does not mean they have a 

mandate. There is nothing in their pre-election literature about the massive 

overdevelopment that the above document sets out. 

They have a majority in the Council because we have THE WORST FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT IN OUR HISTORY. Julia Gillard, in effect, gave you that majority 

(no mandate). 

However, being a conservative, I have faith in the Liberal Party. I appeal 

to each Councillor (Crs Towell and Blight should be supported - this is Local 

Government). Do not destroy the Shire, do not destroy Local Government. 

Underlying emphasis of LEP:( 

The key phrase in the LEP is: 

"TO BETTER REFLECT THE OBJECTIVES OF THE STANDARD INSTRUMENT" i.e. the State 

Planning instrument. 

Instead, this should be TO B M E R  REFLECT THE WISHES OF THE SHIRE RESIDENTS. 

In effect you are meekly giving up your powers as Councillors. This means 

you are not representing the residents of the Shire! 

How could you sell us out so shabbily? 

Analysing the LEP: 

I am a doctor of Science (Sydney Univ) and am used to analysing data. I 

found the 15,-.tesentation of the LEP very P C)(2 

How can an average resident adequately cover the huge, often obscure volume 

of information? 

In this respect, I refer Councillors to the LEP 2006. This was beautifully 

presented and clear. It is a tribute to the Council Staff. It seems that 

the State Planners were largely responsible for the above LEP. If so it 

shows how giving up your power to the State can result in a decline in 

r- vtcL-v 
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LEP "SPIN" 

Let's look at some favorite phrases: 

itprotect 
and enhance local biodiversity" 

" Endeavour to protect" 

With massive increase in density in all areas, via units multi-dwellings, 

dual occupancy, backyard open to all sorts of development, increased FSR and 

decrease in landscaping„ block size decrease, frontage decrease and so on. 

How can your "motherhood" statement ever be true?? 

Our wonderful tree canopy, understory, gardens, bushland will all be horribly 

impacted. 

There is just no REAL protection of these precious features of the Shire in 

your LEP. 

EMPHASIS OF LEP 

The aims and inevitable consequences are summarised by the following: 

"facilitated housing strategy" 

"greater floor space ratios require greater height" 

"Flexibility" (puts SEPP 3 in the shade) 

"Development potential" 

I I L o w  I I 

density - "zone allows for a variety of housing types and lot size" 

A new definition of "low" perhaps. 

"to meet the needs of the community and residents" 

"emphasis is on increase in supply of dwellings" 

These are a frightening collection - almost "threats" 

URGENT REVISION R7EQUIRED. 

(1) The floor space ratio SHOULD NOT BE INCREASED. 

(2) LANDSCAPING SHOULD NOT BE DECREASED as you intend. 



These two restrictions on development set the whole tone of the Shire's 

environment. 
c ka/rvi 

4-1" 
- 

A m a z i n g l y  theseArry vital restrictions on over-development (that is FSR and 

landscaping) originate from you,Councillors, not the State Government. 

I appeal to those of you who care about the Shire and do not want to see its 

unique qualities inevitably destroyed. 

There is no reason (that is no pressure from State Planning) why you cannot 

retain decent standards for FSR and landscaping. 

A s  well, it is important to restrict frontage to 25 or 30m (need at least 2 

blocks for multi-homes) for development of multi-housing. This avoids "gun 

barrel effects" (despised by all former Councils). 

TheNNP(Neighbournotificatiorliblicy)DCReffectively. This is obscure yet 

is an important feature associated with the LEP (i.e. development of all 

types) This should be clarified and be fair for residents. 

Cummulative Impact 

This is a priority for consideration. It is essential that controls are 

RIGOROUS so that they can be enforced. 

There is a need to prevent horrific OVERDEVELOPMENT in particular areas. 

The Voice of the People - democracy 

Finally, I enclose copies of letters and articles from the Leader (covering 

the last 6months). Twenty-three pages. These clearly reflect that the 

residentsVO NOT WANT THESE MASSIVE INCREASES IN DENSITY% 

The infrastructure cannot cope., You all live and hence drive in the Shire - 

you must be awarre of the problems of traffic, parking, and failing support 

systems. 

I can only hope that you will listen to the people you represent. 

I have been a bushcarer (active) for 22 yrs and a resident activist for 30yrs 

or so. Thus I CARE ,I CARE VERY MUCH ABOUT OUR BEAUTIFUL SHIRE. Z/7_ 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr Jean Leyen0Okkers 

/ 



Dr Jean Leyendekkers 153 Gannons rd Caringbah, 2229 NSW Ph: (02)9523 2181 

llth April 2013 

The Director 

Environmental Planning Unit 

Sutherland Shire Council 

Locked bag 17 

SUTHERLAND 1499 

Dear Director 

Li I 

,vv?"*Yo.fy-- 
ib 

re:File No LTP/06/386062 AMENDMENT 20 to SSLEP 2006 

Councils have come and gone and I have applauded some, others just made me 

sad and I worked hard to get them out. 

However, in my long experience this present Council (in regard to planning 

and environment) is the most potentially destructive one for the Shire. 

I have just sent a submission to you for SSLEP 2013. In particular I 

expressed my grave concerns regarding increases in FSR and decreases in 

Landscaping. These TWO VITAL ingredients of any Planning document shape the 

streetscape and local environment. 

How really nasty and unfair therefore to bypass the SSLEP 2013 in what might 

be perceived as a "cunning" action. 

Unlike the SSLEP 2013, few residents will probably respond. I read of it in 

last Tuesday's Leader (9/4/13) yet it was on exhibition on 3/4 and there is 

only 2 weeks to respond. This is grossly unfair and the reason is obvious. 

Only those residents familiar with the critical importance of these c two 

constraints on overdeveloped land will comprehend the huge impact on the 

environment. Very large numbers of trees mostly native ones will be lost 

(trees cannot grow in concrete and through brick walls). Sutherland Shire as 

so many of us know it and love it will lose its very character. 

SHAME ON YOU COUNCILLORS - this "TRICK" is disgusting. I am sure that 

the Hon Tony ABBOTT WILL be concerned at the way you are trashing the LIBERAL 

name. 
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In summary: I very very strongly object to the increase in FSR and decrease 

in LANDSCAPING as proposed in Amendment 20 of the SSLEP 2006 of Sutherland 

Shire Council in zones 1 to 5 - apparently almost everywhere. 

Yours sincerely 

//,/ 

,7 

DR JEAN LEYENDEKKERS 



STATE G-OVERNiviENT TO TAKE i.-)EVELOPiviENT CONTT.cOL OF YOUR LAND 
Council Resolutions 19-11-2012 & 18-3-2013 

Council Reports DAP024 -13 (12/11/2012) & DAP070-13 (11/3/13) 
Website: www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au 

Sutherland Shire Council voted to hand control of all its planning and development powers within the encircled 
area to the State Government without consulting you first. Your area will be known as an Urban Activation 
Precinct. 

Miranda! 
Caringbah area 
nominated as 
an Urban 
Activation 
Precinct 

/1-r,‘,"`( 

e a  c-e- ileeX 

Sutherland area 
nominated as 
CAI I 4.11 IJCAl 1 Activation 
Precinct 
incorporating 
Loftus and 
Kirrnwoza_ 

• i ile 6idie Gove111111Clii is eApeuieti iu leculie youldied ju iliyii iiseiiliyil Lief 

• Development proposals will not be advertised. 
• Neighbours will not be notified 
• You will not be allowed to object to any development. 
• Adverse impacts on you such as overshadowing, privacy, noise and loss of amenity will not be 

considered. 
Ask council to withdraw its application for the Urban Activation Precincts 

Write your objection now to the General Manager & Councillors and your State MP 
Distributed for information by: www.saveourshire.ord.au 

//d, 



STATE GOVERNMENT TO TAKE 'DEVELOP-MEW CONTROL OF YOUR LAND 
Council Resolutions 19-11-2012 & 18-3-2013 

Council Reports DAP024 -13 (12/11/2012) & DAP070-13 (11/3/13) 
Website: www.sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au 

Sutherland Shire Council voted to hand control of all its planning and development powers within the encircled 
area to the State Government without consulting you first_ Your  area will he known as an 1.1rhan Activation 
Precinct. 

Miranda! 
Caringbah area 
nominated as 
an Urban 
Activation 
Precinct 

z 
71 - 

Sutherland area 
nominated as 

I I  JuId4II 

Activation 
Precinct 
incorporating 
Loftus and 
KirrnwPP 

• I l b O L d i e  ( . . . 7 U V I  I !WWI l i  l b  u x p u u i u t i  i u  i e U i t e  y o u , d I e d  i u l  i i i y i I  I ' b u i l  i l y i  I d e l  i b i L y  L i e v u i t i p t  wi 

• Development proposals will not be advertised. 
• Neighbours will not be notified 
• You will not be allowed to object to any development. 
• Adverse impacts on you such as overshadowing, privacy, noise and loss of amenity will not be 

considered. 
Ask councii to withdraw its appiication for the Urban Activation Precincts 

Write your objection now to the General Manager & Councillors and your State MP 
Distributed for information by: www.saveourshire.org.au 
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By Murray Iminbath 

SUTHERLAND Shire Liberals 
have split over the  proposed 
Sharks development. 

Councillor Kent Johns yester-day 
rejected the  s tand  taken 

against the size of  the project by 
Cronulla MP Mark Speakman, 
Cook MP Scott Morrison and Cr 
Kevin Schreiber. 

Cr Johns and Cr Schreiber are 
prominent Liberals, b u t  were 
elected as independents because 
the party did not  rim .a ticket at 
the last council election. 

1 p  port what the Sharks are 
trying to achieve, a n d  I think 
there is an opportunity to come 
up with a good DA (development 
application)," Cr Johns said, 

"The Planning Assessment 
Commission will assess the bulk 
and scale, and think they will do 
that objectively. 

' I t  will be good for the area and 
good for the Sharks. 

"I understand the position of 
my colleagues, but  I believe we 
have to get some growth some-where 

and,  given some o f  the 
unpalatable options, a new 

s u b - u r b  dawn in that region would fit 
in nicely" 

Cr Johns said the project should 
not be compared with the Wolli 
Creek high-rise development he 
championed when he  was mayor 
of Rockdale in the late 1990s. 

"That didn't meet its commer-cial 
and retail obligations and, as 

I have said before, if I was doing it 
again, I would do some things 
differently" he said. 

Cr Johns said the council was 
"hypocritical" in  planning a 
12-storey apartment block over 
the Hay Street car park in 

C a r i n g - b a h  while opposing the Sharks' 
development. 

He did not  agree there would be 
huge transport problems with the 
Sharks' plan. 

"New suburbs in  Sydney's 
north-west and south-west don't 
have easy access to a railway line; 
[ours} has just been duplicated. 

"There are also good bus  ser-vices, which can be extended." 
Cr Johns said that h e  expected 

a n  integrated t ranspor t  plan 
would be drawn up, with the 
council and developer working 
o n  it together. 



News 

.chan 

Leader 

50 per cent of the;council. 
. I n  "A4vard, Liberal Party 
Candidates received 35 per 

'C'ent of the VoteOlitit secured 
two out of three councillors 
or 67 per cent, of •those 
elected. 

. ...'"Again in C-Ward, .41 • per 
bent of votes gave them tWo 
out of three cOlineillOrs. 

"In B Ward, 45 per cent of 
votes gave the Liberals two 
out of three cowicillors." 

,Councillors," cr -Blight said 
However 

they ......have 
s u p r  or their ctions; ' 

flh1E4l per cent ofv-iTters 
in the shire voted for Liberal 
Patty candidates. 

"That means 59 pe r  cent , 
voted for opposingyieWs. So' 
there is no ppu1arspporto 
for theirTlidies:' 
- -"Tr i ran  aberration that 41 
per cent of votes gave therri 

By Min Gainsford 

CLAIMS by ,Liberal coun-cillors 
on the new 

Sutherland Shire Council 
that the election result gave 
them a mandate for change 
has been questioned by Cr 
Phil Blight (ALP). 

"There is no doubt :they 
have absolute control of the 
.c6uncil to do what theY like, 
with nine out of 15 

Stories by Jim GaInsfOrd 

CHANGES to Sutherland Shire's development 
planning controls governing fOreshore build-ingS, 

house and garden sizes and removal of 
treefare now on public exhibition. 

----If adopted, there will be a new definition for 
'waterfront cottages", floor space ratios will 
increase to allow larger houses and landscap-ing,requirements 

will be reduced, develop-ment 
applications will no longer be 

advertised in newSpapers and neighbours will 
not  be invited to cOmment on DAs. • 

The Changes were endorse for ' iiblic exhib-ition 
after lengthy debate at on a s u er-Ian' 
Shire Council meeting, wit opinion 

diVided on7wh-&her ate changes were stream-. 
lining development or giving it a green light. 

Mayor Kent Johns said the changes were 
abOilt giving certainty to =t ins  and dads whO 
wanted to extend their homes, while council-. 
lor peter Towell said the moves were pro-developer 

and "directly against the character 
of the shire as'we knoW it". 

(Under the proposals, landowners will not be 
unduly prevented from removing trees that 
risk public safety. 

The Couneil will also change its policy of pur-suing 
reMoval of exiting waterfront structures 

where those struetures form part of the exist-ing 
character. of the waterfront. 

_ . . . Changes aplenty: Sutherland Shire Council's proposed 
l j e t i L l  developers at the expense of "mums an dads" 

A "waterfront cottage" will be a permitted 
development provided it was constructed 
more than three years before the proposed 
changes were introduced. 

Land will not be allowed to be subdivided to 
create a separate lot for a waterfront cottage 
but the size of new Or enlarged hoatsheds will 
be regulated by planning controls that focus 
on the existing character of the nearby water-, 
front. 

Development applications will no longer be 

changes to planning codes have been criticised as 
and the family home. • 

vertised in newspapers but residents will 
be directed to the council webSite: 

The practice of delaying determination of 
development applications for at least 20 days 
while neighbours had a chance to coinment 
would be modified. 

If a two-storey house is proposed in a resid-ential 
zones neighbours will be informed but 

not iriVsited to make a submission 
If an application is outside the code for the 

area, such as a three-storey house, neighbours 
will have 14 days to Make a subtnission. 

Floor space ratios are also set to change. 

, 
For exafnple, a ratio of 0.5:1 sets the max-Inurn 

deVelopment potential of a site as being 
equal to half the site area A ratio of 3:1 would 
permit floor space to be up to three times the 
site's area. 

Permitted floor space -ratios will increase 
froin 0.45;1 to 0.51 in low density and risk 
management residential (buslifire) zones. 

Landscaping requirements will be reduced 
from 45 per Cent of the site to 30 per cent 

The proposed planning changes are on 
exhibition for public con-anent for 28 days. 
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By Murray Trerribath By Murray Trerribath - appropriate to wait until a draft proposal had 
been prepared. The process of making a sub-SUTHERLAND 

Shire Council decided it did mission was also complicated by the local 
not hay enou h ti to make a meaningful government elections which made it harder 
s u  'mission o n  p r o p o s e d  sweeping changes to for councillors to meet and get consensus." 
planning laws. A White Paper, containing draft legislation, 

Submissions on a state gOvernment Green is due to be released by the end of the year 
Paper,, issued on July 14, closed on Friday With( Under proposed changes, the community 
no input from Sutherland one of the state's would-be involved earlier in planning deci-biggest 

councils.' 
, sions for their neighbourhoods and have little 

Aleobricir Spokeswoman said it was a Very or no say at the time development applica-dettiledilocitinetit 
covering .g broad r r ige  of tioris Were considered. 

matters. "In the c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e r e  w a s  Another change would see increased use of 
insufficient time to make a meaningful Vib- U l e  complying development system and more 
mission ," she said "Rather tban comrnentvn kcis ions made by council officers and "inde-only 

a small Part. of the piOposals, when all pendent" panels rather than elected council-issues 
are important, it was considered mote 'lots. 

Kogarah and Rockdale councils made sub-missions, 
along with several community 

groups in St George and Sutherland Shire. 
Kogarah Council wanted greater emphasis 

on community consultation at the strategic-planning 
stage but warned if it wasn't done 

properly it could leave many landowners and 
residents feeling disenfranchised. 

Rockdale Council said a shift in focus from 
development assessment to strategic plan-ning 

was to be  congratulated, although it 
would take substantial resources. It was con-cerned 

the overriding aim of the Green Paper 
was to deliver economic growth with the mar-ket 

directing development type and scale. 

View submissions: planning.nsw.gov.au. 

Planning change clarification 
As reportedby th6Leader,Stitherland Shire ' CoimciFrecentlyannounced.changeSto,plannin, 
development coritrols.goverriing foreshore - • buildings, house and garden sizes and removal of 
trees. Community consultation requirement were also altered: • 

However "Planning control under review" 
(Leader, October 25) ificortectly advised residents 
they could 'cOtrimentnow On the changes. 

To clarify, the council has agreed to amend its 
policies; which-will be exhibited and come into 
ffect at different timeS. 
Taking immediate effect, the council Will no - .onger require the removal o f  A wateifront structun 

Vhich has stood formally years and forms part Of 
he Character of the waterfront. 

The council also adopted a new approach for the 
eview of decisions on tree'removals. Whore an ipplication is refused by the council, an Applicant 

Riammoin 

can now request a formal review by an f independent arborist from outside the council. In 
coming weeks, the council will compile a new panel of independent qualified arborists and the 
new review system will begin. 

The council also resolved to make changes to the 
Sutherland Shire development control plan 2006 
(DCP) in relation to neighbour notification of 
development applications and to amend the current policies controlling tree removal. 

The policy change will increase the 
circumstances in which a tree may be removed and 
promote planting of replacement trees. These 
changes to the DCP will be exhibited for public 
comment within the next few weeks. 

The policy changes to increase the floor space potential of dwellings, reduce the landscaped area required on each lot and provide for the retention 
of waterfront cottages will be incorporated into the 
draft standard instrument local environmental plan 
(LEP). It is expected to be considered by the 

council before Christmas, then go to the state 
government before being exhibited for public 
comment in 2013. 

/ / / /  it--mayori.Sutheriand 
Shire 

Cr Kent Johns 

Neighbolurs need 'a say 
Re the article "McMansion fears for shire streets" 
(Leader „October 25). Sutherland Shire Counc. 
new changes to development proposals are ry disturbing. 

To think the council could consider not informing neighbours of applications is ridiculous. 
As a ratepayer, you should be entitled to agree or disagree with what will be build next door or over 
your back fence. It will open the floodgates for 
developers. Just what the shire needs:, more multi-dwellings 

and halved landscaping. 
The Turpins 

rACISnrCal Burraneer 

IY 

XV' 
_ 

A bad sport 
According to the Leader article "New suburb will 

WHAT PARTICIPATION? 
• The Bangor Residents Representative-Group 
said thesuccess of new laws would be 
utterly dependent on the :detail. Questions 
needing to be answered included how 
community participation would work and:who 
would be deemed'an expert or community 
representative'when expert panels and regional 

Owning hoards were chosen. •llielGeorges River Environmental Alliance said 
the Green r Paper proposed an enabling of devel-opment 

in a way that appeared to deny and 
reduce the rights of communities and environ-• 
mental stakeholders and negated vital environmental protection: 

be a recreation hub" (November 13) Sutherland 

Shire's mayor Kent Johns said the area desperately 
needed more sporting fields. Talk about being ( 

hypocritical, because Councillor Johns is a sup-porter 
of the Sharks building 600 high-rise units on 

the juniors' ovals. These fields could have been 
used more by the local sporting clubs to fix the 

shortage. Now the junior league will eventually 

have to find somewhere else to play as well. 
Fusses 2 V / I 7  Wooiooware 

Weeds gone mad 
As a former bushcare worker in Darook Park, irgri"." 

mays me to see the neglect of the past year. The 
weed wandering Jew has gone mad. Please some-one 

attend to this; on the north side it is covering 
everything, and with this rain will only get worse. 

Jennifer McEvoy 
Cronulla 



THE mums and dads 
of the,shireare *lieing 

.,....1.... .,.. .. useil i d a t i i i  oflInrat - .•;̀ . .! ..-• 4t*.:•• 15: 
to sell Proposed 
changeSlo Suther- - , • :4.4 -.• . :.,:. . . :. land Shire Council's 4, - ' 

. - 
e-tx ..".••• .kk- •- _ . dOel6tirriei-it plan- 

niXig codes. 
- Mayor Kent Johns ' ' • • 

said the changes - ., , . 
. . 

t-, would help "mums ',_, - -,.•- . 
Vi 

and dads" develop 
their land in wa3iS that - 'These are the would "best serve 1...•:- '-,- , i-,-..,_ niggesi cnanges in their families, but in 'a - - harmonious way". ' the shire for many 

But councillor Peter decades. 
Towell said the Neighbours will be changes would hurt .• • . ming on top of the people they sup- -, pOsedly:dimed to each other; More 
help. like the inner City 

"It's the mums and urban areas: 
dads who live next 

. , Cr Phil Blight door who won't have 
a right to have tly./ 
say" he said. 

"These are people who Moved to the shire for 
a certain lifestyle and have invested their life 
savings in their home and this is all going to 
collapse. 

"There will be McMansions popping up everywhere." 
Councillor Phil Blight said the changes aided 

dev o ers. 
"It he p evelopers as they won't need to 

discuss their development with neighbours 
and [will] increase influence a n d  power  of 
those doing developments over the mums and 
dadSliving next door," he said. 

"The proposed changes toNeighb our. Noti-fication 
Policy mean less chance for residents 

to k n o w  w h a t  deve lopment  is to occur around 
them. Removing newspaper advertisirietO Con-centrate 

on the internet disadvantages those 
who don't choose to use it, older people who 
aren't cOrifiderit with technology and tlidse:Who 
May not be able to 404,4614test qempri,e4t "ThechanieS-OnlY'COrisider height and bulk 
and.eornPleteljiigiibre proMetns*Iiii O`Veriz. 

. , , - - .- , shadowing, privaey or, 
, _ "People won't elteribe.notilledotOevelap- 

, ment if overshadOWihg;PriyacYpi:Views are 
. , the problems. 

"These 44-the biggest .Changes i n  the l t i re  , for many decades. Neighbours Will be  living 
on top o f  ea-dh o the r  morelike-illii-iliiii'T city 
urban areas. 

"Density of developthent Mei-eases I:1-61)3 145 
peVeerit to .54e0erititiresiden.t„i45are,4s:11:„, 
encouraging McNlarisipris biggerhO u s C.'S 
on.,sm.alle Sites With lesS landScapini.''::: i 

Iteduei g landScaiiing tiy:Orie:thirdt6"-ahali 
or more, c ariges e cltli tacter Of the shile.,,, 

, 
"In fu, , yOu ' ' liaVe tii. go tii a park fo , 

' , - -, see 'a tree:,, , . 
RAW.: rOUR SAY 

III Do yintsupport the changes 
to sOthetland Shiretoundrt 

planohig codOST 
theipador r am 
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Protect shire's character 
2016: Sutherland Shire, a once leafy, beautiful 
place to live is now inundated with concrete, brick 
and mortar; flats dominate the landscape and 
single dwellings are rare as hens teeth. 

The roads have become car parks as the huge 
increase in traffic is unsustainable. 

You feel as if you have won Lotto when you find 
a parking spot or a shady area when the temperat-ure is 30 degrees. 

An exaggeration, perhaps, but look at what 
happened to Rockdale and Hurstville. 

I believe that our new mayor was once the Labor 
mayor of RockcIale.Did he approve of all those 
flats atWolli Creek? 

Thank goodness we still have councillors like 
Phil Blight and Peter Towell (Leader, October 25). 

These councillors want to protect the shire'& 
leafy, open character and prevent the horrible scen-ario described above. 

Lambs to the slaughter: Road nois 
has found. 

Dr iean LeiendeldreiS 
Cadngbah 

Lambs to the slaughter: Road nbis and oor air quality are less of a problem for country people, a study 
11 L e 1 4 . 1 ) 0 ' L  Picture: Quentin Jones 

a p  
has found. 

illness link 
to living in the city 
Chroni Coungillors on same team 

In reply-to r Jean Leyendelckers (Your- View, \ 
November : • ' 

I would like to say that Jam certain that all 15 \ 
Sutherland Shire councillors are there to be a 1 
part of  the large team working to Make the shire 1 
a better place. . 1 

All councillors share Dr Leyendekkers' desire I 
to see the culture and beauty of  the shire pro- i 
teeted and enhanced. — • i 

i An example Of this is the adoption of  the 
change that requires each removed tree to be 

1 
I replaced by four trees. 

I would like to,enCourage Dr Leyendelckers to ' 
contact any or all councillors with constructive 
and detailed continent on specific it Mirather 
than using exaggeration or persona t t k s  on 

. - individuals. 
- 1 

Cr Totroucher 
I "  Sutherland Sh Connell 

By Deborah Reid 

AGEING city-dwellers are more likely to suffer 
from non-infectious chronic disease, such as 
type II diabetes and  arthritis, t han  their 
country cousins. 

The University of Sydney finding was based 
on seven years of longitude data for 1256 
people aged over 45 who had  lived in the 
same area for 20 years. 

The research also showed the odds of having 

a chronic condition increased by about  5 
per cent for every year of age. 

Lead au thor  Deborah Black said city 
people  were more  exposed to range of 
environmental  stresses, such as poor  air 
quality, high-density housing and lack f 
green spaces and shade. 

Professor Black said as people b ame 
older, their bodies were less able o cope 
with those stresses, which could accelerate 
the ageing process and intensify disease. 

Your View 
Concern was genuine 7"( 
COuricill,,Creucher was probably not awale of Dr 
LiYesidekkers' involvement iriplanning and triVir-onmerital*iSSiieS 

over the past 30  years in Suther-land 

Shires When,he.Suggested thatshe contact 
counCillors (Your Vie*, NoVernbei,15). 

Some of her achievements are: 
Foribedthe first precinct pomMittee in Suther-land 

Shire; cO4Otirider of cBOSk(afuiiiOn o f  all 

precinct committees) ; 
rnerrihaRSiitlie:r1pd Shire 

Environment Centresince its i i t d d i t o n ;  involved 

with Mishear& in the formation o f  Wattle Bird 

Reserve South Caringbah; attended Many Land 
and EavirOnthent0iirthoings: 

The most recent was to object to the propqsed 
residentiatflats development on the site of the old 
Bundeena Park Store, a del' elOpMent completely at 
odds with the.charaeter of Bundeend.: . 

Liberal couneillors aonsistently,supported this 
development. Independents and Labor voted 

against it. • 
Dr Leyendeldcers' concern about this council and 

the future direction-of development in the shire t 
_ 

very real. - - 
On Monday night a mayoral minute will recom-mend 

an urgent increase in floor space ratios from 
045 to 055 and reduced landscaping from 50 per 

cent to 30 per cent (25 percent if you keep a tree). 
How will this protect the culture and beauty of 

the shire, Cr Croucher? 
Amu. Nell deNett 

Bundeena 



it Plan 
By Kate tarr k 

A DRAMATIC new housing strategy. for 
Sutherland:Shire aim S 'fOr more than 10,000 
new Iternes over the next 20 years. 

Sutherland-.Shire Council is required by the 
state government to come up with a plan and 
the council• duly adopted one for public 
consultation on November 19. 

Once adopted, the new zonings will form 
part °lithe•cOuricihlocal'environment plan. 

But the draft. is proving controversial 
already; with some residents upset at -the- - 
extent of the proposed changes. 

Dramatic changes-are slated for Cronitlla, 
with significant height and density increases 
acrosS the-suburb, and at Woolooware and - Miranda: --": 

Height limits at Woolooware will spike from 
two gtuiegi--to-up to five (16-metre§ high) if 
the plan goes ahead, while parts of-Miranda 
have their height limits upped from two to : 
seven storeys (or 25 metres) under the draft 
plan. 

The. height limit for Militida centre is 
proposed to increase to 30 metres. ACG[yrnea_.„ 
townhouses are propdged for mudr-of_the, 
suburb. 

Another change includes upping the,height 
limit for the Housing NSW development at 
Sylvania,' from three- storeys -(or about_ 
12 metres) to a 16-metre thrift: 

Other areas are less affected; for example in 
Engadine the proposals equate .to just 200 

HAVE YOUR SAY 

SUTHERLAND 
Urban Centre 

inludlz.Stapleton 
Ave,tt:).0t,--:Park St,. 

. Boyle St and parts, of 
OxfoBelniont 

proyigions Made for 
btlildidgt'ef.up to 12 
'storeys in:partici:pr. 

_St, old Prince:5 - 
sitesincidding:Oxforo\ 

:High-Way-and:Met:tad 
S . ' •  

Pad block: 
bounded by The 
Grand Parade, 
..Vermont St and Kiiden" 
jong St -- :- New limit 

IRANDA 
• Urban:mitre 
bounded-by,King-sway,:Clubb 

Cr,'Klora 
Rd. 

: Town centrelirdit 
upped to: nine 
Storeys (30-61)-.-.--- 

-- _Areabounded by. 
--Kingway; F6-road 
'reservation;:railway..-.. 

\ line. 
Qld limit two 

:storeys 
New limit: seven 

: Storeys ,(25m). 
.*Jownhouses-_ 

.,.- „allowed throughout 
• :"significant sectiort 

_ 

Housing-strategy: ' 
SiOificant height abd density increases 
have been proposed across the shire. 
PIcture':lamara Vonlnskl 

• What do you think of the zonings? 

theleadercom.ao ,N visqu, have been proposed across the shire. - : 
.;.;.?T.P , ,..., 

% 1.1PIcture':lamara Votilns-k1 -,̀ ,-. - * 
Elouera Road, a six-storey or 20-metre-height 
limit is being proposed. 

.-,., , .... - ' ' A North Cronulla precinct member, Marilyn 
Urch, said the changes were drastic. ..,...: - 

- 4 "People should ring their local councillors 
and ask what is happening in their region as ....:. the rezoning changes are quite extensive at 
Cronulla :( ----2..--------,..-- - ,•-•%,,--, - ' 

Caringbah, Woolooware and 
----...,---.., ----.,-------z.."',--:--=.- M i r a n d a , "  Ms Urch said. 

: A 4 ------:'"-------_---. She said Cronulla residents would be 
"shocked" bythe changes. . . 

. - '- Sutheirand Shire mayor Kent Johns said 

. 
councillcur Johns said. 

-, . residents needed to understand the plan, was , . :4-. .....„,.. just a draft at this stage. - "What's lifiportant for the corninunity: to _ ,- 
. , 

understand is that nothing is set in concrete," 
. . 

"What we have developed so far is in line. 
1 --- with directiots from the state government to 

- -  make provision for -10,100: additional 
1 

_ 
dwellings by 2031, with at least 80 per cent of 

. . the housing growth close to town centres." 
limit is being uppedtd30 metres,: while Prince He said about 530 dwellings needed to be 
Street will be rezoned from a two=storerlirnit added annually to the shire to meet the target. 
to ,allOvv: for --nine-storey flats of aup-to ,- Cr Johns said the council was going to write 

to every resident about the proposed changes, 
F-Oi. nabst of North Cronulle, ceritred on and make them available online, as well as 

- - - - holding public presentations on the proposed 

extra:homes in 20 yeait'at abotit.300 
are planned. Accurate total dwilling increases' 
ale noravaiTable for most other s6la4rbs. 

Cronulla is-subject td some of the most 
significant changes. The urban centre's height 

limit is being iippedtd30 metres.; while Prince 
Street will be rezoned:from a two,storerlirriit 

" to :41.1.-OW: for --nine-s.tor,ey flats of )1p...to 
:30-metres high. 

nabst Of North Cromille., ceritred on 
a. a 

A snapshOtof 80MOlof the proposed zoning changesc1m 2: :1g..m3 
very important that the corrununit 

CRONULIA 
• Part of Gerraie St 
included inlOrban 
.centre up to 3-0rQ, 

Rea of Gerraie St 
to RiohmondSt - New limit six 
storeys (20m). 

Previous:two- - 
storeys (9m). 
• Prince St, 
;"..:NeW limit nine 

...storeys,I30m). 
— Previous: two --storeys 

for hbdWST-:.' 
up tothreelor flats:7`-- 

JANNALI 
-111 CominerDial . centre bounded by 
.White St, Railway 
Crescent and 
Robe-rts St 

New limit 2Orni 
. Old limit three--storeys, 

. • Part block-- 
bounded-by - Sutherlanct Rd, 
Mitchell Av and - 

;- Oxley-Av. 

Uld 
' 

limit: two 

ENGADINE 
• Block bounded by: 
BorciOd.Ay,-.01d 
Prince's Highway and 
Waratah Rd. 

New height limit 
six storeys„(20m). 

Previou§limit 
'Three stoi.eys., 

GYMEA 
Is Area bounded by 
Tafe, Milburn:Rd and 
Kingsway, zonings 
changed to allow 
townhouses. 

SYLVANIA 
• Sylvania 
Southgate Housing 
NSW site 

New limit four or 
five storeys (16m). 

liMit three 

I f s  also very important that the' corrununity 
knows hOw and when they can have their say 
on what happens in their area. These 
documents will help guide housing and 
development into the future, so they affect us all," Cr-Johns said. 

Details: sutherlandshire.nsw.gov.au 
or 9710 0333. 

CARINGBAH 
- - i l l a t e n  Point Rci, 

and area bounded by 
Willarong Rd, Dian'- 

. . ella St and Cadngbah 
.- North Primary School 

Oldlimit two' 
storeys. 

WOOLOOWARE 
• Bounded by 
Kiggsway, N i s  Rd,„ 
Denman Ave and 
FranklidRd. 
.Newdimit 16m 

.litnit: . storeyi(9m), 



By Thin Gainsford 

THE release .of'S'utherland Shire 
Councils draft housing strategy has 
beeri,metwith shock arid-iiiitrageby 
resident groups. 

MaYdr, ,Kent Johns said the draft 
strategy.was in line With state gov-ernment 

directions:, 
.131.it 'Central and North Miranda 

PreCinctlesicients Association sec-retary-Jean 
13aluk said the council 

was volunteering,.more areas for 

high density than  was actually. 
required by the state, government. 

"The original figure of another 
2700 higher density dwellings 
around centres was preyiciusly 
accepted by the Department  lof 
Planning and Infrastructure ( N A T  - 
to meet state government target of 
10,100.,additional dwellings for-the 
shire by 2031," Mrs Baltik said. 

"But the council's ifiew Housing 
Strategy has increased' this to 4269 
additional higher density dwellings. 

"The council is volunteering another 
1569 dwellings around centres which 
they weren't required to do. 

As recently as November 12, DOPI 
advised that the council would only 
be measured on the earlier target. 

"On top of these increased targets 
there will be even more density after 
the council voted to hand over plan-ning 

in large areas of Miranda, Caring-bah 
and Sutherland to DOPI under its 

new Urban Activation Precincts. 
"Once they do that, the council will 

have no control over what is built in 
the area. People will be horrified when 
they realise this." 

Bundeena resident Neil deNett said 
residents' ability to restriet change 
would be severely limited. 

"I've been involved in community 
campaigns since 1962 and I can say 
that what the council is proposing is 

, one of the worst steps in, the shire's 
history," he  said. 0 
CONTINUED PAGE 4 

Vote in the poll --\/ 
theleader 

III Have your say online or vote in the 
poll. So far, 61.4 per cent of online 
voters said the dld not support the 
housing stater], 20.5 per cent said 
they, did, 18.2 per cent said they 
supported some sections of it and none 
selected ' I  can't understand it". 

peveloper's paradise" / 7/v-have 
just read minutes Of Sutherland Shire Coun- ' 

il's envimnment and planning committee. It's ; 

very scary! A few basics: Green Street, parts of 

' Wills Road, Denman Avenue, Franklin Road 
(Woolooware), Kirkwood Avenue, Elouera Road, 

Prince Street, Judd Street and nearby streets (North 

t Crontilia), Willarong Road and Taren Point Road 

. (North Caringbah) to be rezoned six storey S and , 

)some eight storeys. Nine storeys for Cronulla and 1 

.i the suggestion of a 14-storey hotel on the corner of ' 

L,aycock Avenue, Cronulla. There are a lot more 
changes in other suburbs too. Detailed information 

, 
and maps can be read on Sutherland Shire Coun-cil's 

website. Our Liberal council has wasted no 1 

time in making the shire a developer's paradise. 1 

- 
. • • • • • • • ° . . " K n o w  1 

Woolooware J 

Walls of concrete 
I am concerned about the article "Planning cOn-trols 

under review" (Leader, October 25). 
This is an extraordinarily beautiful part of 

Sydney. The discussion Wasdominated by quotes 
about the "mum and dad developers" and the 
"mums' arid dads nexrdoor". 

+.24,„who live here are lucky,' but the parks, 
waterWays and ■iieWra' are enjoyedby many more. 
As a keen kayaker, I am only too aware of 
"holises" that present a tiered wall of concrete 
from the water. 

Natiie trees are replaced by inappropriately larid-i 
Scaped are-as that bake in our summers: I Often 
walk along Shiprock Road, and there is one house 
which, rather than providing tile usual facade of a 
double garage to the street, allows you (the humble 
pedestrian) to enjoy the view'across to Maianbat 

Pluming controls should ensure that views are 
shared and not only by homeowners. North shore 
councils have fought hardt&maintainthe natural' 
bush and natural beauty of their Waterways. 

The proposedradical changes in site landscaping 
requirements and a less regulated process for ; 
approving tree removal Will allow a more rapa-cious 

approach to development This will be to the 
detiment;Of shireresidents but also to other 
SydneysiderS andtOuriSts. 

Kan Rope 
Mirand 

Overdevelopment fear 
Given the recent local government election results 
gave us a Liberal-dominated council and the di 
tion the Liberal state government is taking r e x  Cl-ing 

development overall, we in the shire appear to be vulnerable to rampant overdevelopment. 
This is unfortunate as I personally found the pre-vious council took a balanced approach to devel-opment 

and allowed input from local communities in the planning and approval process. It is deeply disappointing that, reportedly, the 
currentcouncil seeks to limit or remove any com-munity input into development decisions, even to the extent of surre dering the authori to approv projects to state governmen 

As o i l e A n  —a--"---ne the removal of the previ-bus 
state government, lam continually disappoin-ted 
in the O'Farrell government's actions in areas such as mining approvals, reversal of conservation 

protections and development, without any planned 
expansion of infrastructure, such as hospitals, 
schools, emergency services, etc. 

It appears there is no middle road between 
Labor's disastrous economic management and 
Liberal's obsession with cost cutting and develop-ment, 

regardless of the impact on the community. 
Given there is a federal election due in 2013, the option of local, state and federal governments dominated by Liberals may not be that attractive, but the alternative is frightening. We desperately 

need a third option. KM Rope' 
Mirand i g n e r G r e g  Smith 

Engadine 



eration 

By Jim Gainsford 

AN AREA stretching from Miranda to 
Caringbah maybe  nominated by Suther-land 

Shire Council to be handed over to 
the state government for all planning 
approval. 

An urban activation precinct planning 
zone could stretch frOin Sylvania Road 
in the West-to Port Hacking Road in the 
east and thef!..ike ways intersection in the 
north to Karimbla Road in the south. 

Another zone is being considered for 
Sutherland Town Centre. 

The aim of the zones is to streamline 
planning approval to increase housing 
choice in areas close to public transport 
hubs. 

The council is investigating the suitabil-ity 
of areas to ;become zones but any sub-missiOn'to 

the state government would go 
batk to the coimcil for final approval. 

If the statOgove rn rri e tit accepts t i e  tWo 
zones at Mirentla-Caringbah and Slither-. 
land Town Centre as douneil's nominated 
areas, the bepertment of Planning and 
Infrastructurebbodnes tire planning 

, authority for those aree's,.}.eplacing the 
COU0Ci 1. 
Guidelines for building forthe precinets, 
inclUding'height aria density will be ; 
predetermined. No neighhourbood,ii 
consultaiion will Occur. - 

munity by giving access toAdditional 
major infrastructure grants from the 
state. goVernment. 

This will provide for any new _housing 
to have t h e  best infrastrilittiire possible 
and greater arneriity for the con-unto-ay 

lacg TO Me COLUIC11 uncu. 
If the government ,accepts the council's • today:and into the future, he said. 

Ursc;r% 'ne1177CP(i flint 70 O'er cen nominated areas, the bepar tment  of 
Planning and Infraqructure becomes the 
planning authority instead of the council. 

Guidelines for building envelopes, 
including height and dengitylor the pre 
cincts will be predetermined. 

If developments meet  these guide-lines, 
approval is issued through a com-plying 
deyeloPment certificate. 

Neighbourhood consultation will not 
occur, with residents notified of the 
development shortly before it starts. 

Sutherland Shire 'Mayor Kent Johns 
4 a i d  the -zones would benefit the 

c o r n - " H a v i n g  been. advised that 70 per cent 
of under-35s cannot afford a first home, 
real initiatives need to be investigated to 
allow our children to remain in the shire 

and enter the housing market. 
"This is why Sutherland was chosen as 

an area to provide greater housing stock 
but  only with improved infrastructure. 

We can't .provide additional houing 
-without providing additional infrastruc-ture 

and this is one Of the-136st ways we 

CONTINUED PAGE 4 



teitler 

Help or hindrance? 
, Re "High density'fc.iis" (Leader, November 29). 

People are attracted to the shire because It has 
minimal high-density housing. It is one ofthe few 
areas within commute Of the city witlitObn'i to 
move that is still affordable. This is the attraction 
for,eiTerY'One v,;;hO lives hote —it is not a concrete 
jungle like a lot of oilier Sydney suburbs. Within 
the very near future the shire will be on the band-wagon 

to high-density housing and an infraStnic-tare 
that cannot support it. - 

Usa 
online comment 

Density fears Sutherland Shire Councils housing strategy has resulted in mixed response. 
U,77: 

2 1 1  

r ligh-rise plan danger Residentslear high dens High-rise plan danger 

It 

ty push 
Prince Street, Cronulla, is a ribbon of bitunten 
along the edge Of what could best be described as a 
fortified sand embankment that is subject to sea \ 
surge. Now our Sutherland Shire mayOr wants to 
dig down behind that ribbon, sneaking in the back j 
from Mitchell Road, to provide Underground park-ing 

and then put nine storeys on top. (Leader, 
November 27). 

Mr Johns, have you forgotten about the red house 
on the other side of Prince Street that fell into the 
sea in the 1960s? (ref. Pictorial History of 
Cronulla, Kingsclear Books, p.62). 

To make it clear, at that time there was an eastern 
side to Prince Street. 

Kevin Corby 
Cronulla 

.̀ -̀slcigress lost 
No consultation: Sutherland Shire ( 
been met with shock and outrage by 

Council's draft housing strategy has 
y resident groups. 

. _ Cronulla with up to 14 
storeys, Engadine with eight 
storeys, ,ahd smaller centres 
like Gymea .and Jannali With 
six storeys, is a complete 
change to:;•_ the nature of the 
Shire as We kriOW IV" -- 

Shire Watch councillor 
Peter Towell asked the coun-cil 

to hold consideration of 
the Housing Strategy back 
and ask the Department of 
Infrastructure and Planning 
to hold an  inquiry into the 
adequacy of infrastructure to 
meet the housing changes. 

But only Crs Blight_ and 
Peter IScaysbrook supported ' 
him. 

"This is .n,ot about mums 
and dads wanting to put an 
extension on their home," Cr 
Towell said. 

"It's about getting units and 
multi-storey development,in-to 

the shire. 
"I think 'people are over this 

cram-them-in mentality 
"You have got to haVeScome 

1 7 k i  n n  " 

FROM PAGE 1 

"There will be a lot of dis-turbed 
residents when they 

realise the extent of the 
changes." 

North Cronulla Precinct 
Committee secretary Marilyn 
Urch criticised the lack of 
consultation. 

She said rates could go up 
with zoning changes to town-houses 

and flats and property 
values would diminish. 

"If you have a house that is 
surrounded. by high-rise it 
will be hard to sell," she said. 

"People have no idea what 
is about to hit them." 

Cr Phil Blight said the shire 
was going to c mite like. 
Hurstville. 

"Along with incre_ es to 
building densities and less 
space for landscaping over all 
of the shire, we now have 
massive increases in -height 
and bulk of buildings in the 
centres. 

rn,4,-,crhah and 

"I fail to understand why we 
are unable to resistthe govt 
bully tactics like Kuring-gal 
successfully did. Why &Why 
do we continue to allow 
ourselves to be the easy prey 
of the Liberal party? When 
you have a 20% margin in the 
polls, they owe you nothing: 

, , Posted: Large Niel( 

"Ten thousand new horhes 
equals atleast2o,006 more' 
cars. traffic in the shire is at 
gridlock now. JoUrneys that 
used to take teh minute can 
now take half an hour. We 
need Sbnie councillors with a 
grippn reality. No doubt that's 
too thuch to hope for 
Posted: Bella 

We don't want the whole of 
the shire to become a mass 
of 6-storey units crammed 
into groups that create traffic 
congestion. There are already 
plans for the, Sharks deVelop-tent, 

briOk pit in Kirrawee to 
have high 'density unit devel-oPinent 

There are top many 
over-developed areas in the. 
shire. We need to,sp,read out 
the population not cram It as 
Many as you can into areas 
that are already overCrowded 
and the rezoningOf existing 
residential property for 4 to 6 ' 
storey units. It is about time ) 
the residents stood up these , bully tactics': , 
Posted: Alainant 



News A 4 
Residents oppose new 

, council rezoning plan 
ALMQST,70 patiple:atteadecl -g011ig.Way over wtigis 
a' meeting of North :Cronbfia required by stale g-overn 
Precinct at .ment in the inetrokitan 
CroddRHigh.S.Chpol last planning -:itrategy, Which says Week;to*preSS thr Th.q.shii*lneeds an additional 
cdndernS,Pver zoning 10100 homes by 2031.. 
changes.ar4housirigtatgets. "The Previons'condOiliden-Cornmittee 

secretary tifiedSUffioient capacity for , Marilyn :1..10 said the roll up . 
7400 new homes meaning 

showed the-rising-14er Of an extra 2766 extra 'dwellings 
concerns at the planning to make the target 
changes under Sutherland "NtAhese'new Zoning - 
Shire Council's housing changes identify an extra : strategy,and Local Environ- 3681 dwellings, with areas in 
mental Plan. Cronulla and North Cronulla 

"We get a good roll-up have yet to haVe confirmed 
normally but we got thre,e numbers. 
times more than usual; she 'People should check the 
said "People are concerned maps on the council website 
about this housing strategy and see What is proposed." 

The Maps and targets are committee .chairman Ian 
changing from day to day Sinclair said many residents 

"Prince Street, Cronulla, atthe meeting did not 
was initially slated for nine suppert the proposed 
storeys or 30 metres and changes as shown in the 
floor space. ratio of 3:1, draft plan as they wciuld 
which was ridiculous Then significantly change the char 
they dropped that down to acter of the area. 
six storeys or 20 metres." The residents and the 

She said an area that committee will be Making 
included Bate Bay, Hume, submissions once the final 
Elouera and Kirkwood mads plans are available.. 
was orginaily six storeys (20 Shire Watch independents 
metres). i t  is nowscaled 

. 
councillor PeterTowell, who 

down to medium density town- addressed the meeting, said " 
hotises Of Up to nine metres or housing strategies were 
three storeys; she said. normally about housing choice. 

"In the whole of North. 
_ 

"But around the be.ach - Cronulla there won't be any suburbs wider this Plan there' 
single residences left, so " is less choice' inthe.form of 
people won't have a choice: 

. 
the traditional residential 

"There is no other area in allotment," he said. 
the shire that is totally i t  seems to be all about 
rezoned like this. high-rise; 

"Thit council seems to be — Jim Gainsford 

The mayor needs to get out of his office. 
Caringbah has been neglected for a long 
time, the layout of the precinct needs 
improvement, parkingis insufficient, and 
the traffic flow during peak perid s is 
dreadful. In relation-to Kogarah e should speak to the business Odle, 
hospital staff arid yisiters and sk them if 
the commercial district of Kog rah is a 
success. Posted: ross 

Don't build us in 
Re: "Planning control under review" (Leader, October 25). 

Asa returned resident of the shire I cannot tell you how good it was to move bask intb the area after a few years On the other side of  the Bridge. I was born and bred in the shire and am now In n '  retirement years. The shire has a wonderful reputation for its green leafy open development. -Changes to the planning codes are indeed giving developers of all kinds a free rein with the size of building blocks and size of  buildings. There will be little regard forprivacy, over-shadowing and green sPace around homes which makes the shire what it is today. The long-time residents of  the a,rea_will saydaiw.s_heir area is developed and changed. Who wants the shire to end up like so many other I 
jungles. 
Sydney suburbs, overdeveloped, crowded cement 

Marilyn meredim 
Sylvania 

wall concrete, look like monumental masons' mis-takes. 
The are graveyard architecture in • • contrast to sand, sea and surf. - The sea is a living, moving, pulsa .g, natural 

kaleidoscope. Nature sculpted delightful rock 
platforms and headland. 

The rock platforms 1. - been straight-line 
gouged with jac • . ers and filled with ugly 
concrete walls . • steps extending out to sea. Short length : eep steps can invite unknowing 
visitors to a ess rock platforms where rogue 
waves c. • h them into the ocean. 

J. Brett 
Miranda 

aa1131 

Chafing dollars 
I was surprised to witness recently a landslide 
majority of Sutherland Shire councillors voting to join the State Government Urban Activation Pre-cinct 

program. 

This requires them to surrender their power to 
represent their constituents on matters of develop-ment 

to the state government. 
They were not coerced: they did so voluntarily 

without worthwhile debate or public consultation. A 
The area chosen for the.program covers large 

parts of Miranda and Caringbah on both sides of 
-'the railway and will affect a huge number of  single 
homes. The carrot seems to be-that-the more high-rise 

units planned in the precinct the greater will be 
the funding promised by the state. In the many yeamoffolloWing council activities 
I have not seen so many councillors so eager to j quickly change the unique environment of 
the shire. 

. To get a sense of  what could be awaiting the pre-cinct, the development around Wolli Creek station is an example. To an already congested shire the latest decision is just  inviting more overcrowding. 
G. Baiuk 
Miranda 
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By Murray Trembath 

AN AREA centred on  the 
Sutherland CBD and cover-ing 

up to 000 metres around 
it has strong grounds to be 
chosen as one of the 'State 
government's new urban 
activation precincts. 

Mayor Kent Johns Said 
Sutherland had  recently 
been restored to the Plan-ning 

Department's urban 
centres list after beings 
removed from it about three 
years ago. 

This put  it in the same 
category as centres such as 
Hurstville and Chatswood, 
a n d  made it a more 
appealing option for the 
program than the council's 
other nomination, Miranda-Caringbah. 

The second option, an 
oval-shaped area following 
the ridge line east from Mir-anda, 

includes the Caring-bah 
High School surplus 

land site which Was sold last 
year. 
• Sutherland Shire Council 
voted in December to nom-inate 

both  areas for the 
u rban  activation precinct 
program Which is designed 
to boost  housing and 
employment near  public 
transport hubs. 

The government has om-ised 
to provide a t m of 

planners and infrastructure 
funding for selected pre-cincts 

but in return Will take 
full control over wha t  is 
built. 

Future awaits: The Caringbah High School site is in one of the areas nominated for the urban renewal 

program, ) f 
Picture: Chris-Lane 

/0 

State wd 
// / /5 zDro 
uld get full control 

Cr Johns said although the lirn 
Caringbah-Miranda option hei 
h a d  a lot going for it, he to 
believed the investment in a ldc 
new bus interchange and  bu 
commuter  car park a t  be( 
Sutherland "shows the pn 
government's mindset". 

"We would end up with a he 
mix of commercial and resi-dential 

development and  bri 
improved infrastructure, an 
including community fui 
areas," he said. 

Cr Johns said development II 
of the Sutherland CBD had co 
not  been viable under  the Ha 
existing local environment 
plan which imposed a height 

limit of eight storeys. The 
height limit had been raised 
to 12 storeys in the new draft 
lecal environmental plan, 
bu t  cciuld be  higher if it 
became an urban activation 
precinct. 

"That's the risk you take," 
he said. 

The upside is that they will 
bring in a:team of planners, 
and also provide generous 
funding for infrastructure." 

II What do you think of the 
cifuncil's nominations? 

your say 
theleaciencormat: 

URBANGROWTH NSW 
A NEW body, will help drive 
the urban activation *allot 
program. Former state 
Opposition leader John 
BrOgdO head:UrPenGrowth 
NSW, which replaeed-Landterni 

on January t It§ 
majoirt* is speeding up 
the building of new homes 
orL:Sydne0 fringes it will 
plan andfast-tracls urban-renewal 

projects to be - 
undertpKen by the Private 
sector,: Sites can be nbinin-ated 

by council§,•Pnvaie 
interests or the planning 
department. Councils will he 
ifiVifed to a Worki4g group 
buttbegovernment will have 
the final say, 
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By Jim Gainsford 

THERE have been a number of 
changes to the line-up of experts 
who will guide and advise Suther-land 

Shire Council on new devel-opment 
applications during the 

next four years. 
The changes announced by 

mayor Kent Johns are to the Inde-pendent 
Hearing and Assessment 

Panel (IHAP) and the Architec-tural 
Review Advisory Panel 

(ARAP). 
The IHAP is an independent 

forum for objectors and applic-ants 
on certain development 

applications. 
The 2013 IHAP panel includes 

seven specialists with expertise in 
law, urban .desi architecture 
and town p anning`EirfifiT-r 
comniunify representatives. 

The panel of five meets about 
every three weeks and includes a 
permanent chairman or chairwo-man 

(law), permanent ARAP rep-resentative 
(registered architect), 

two other experts and one con-t,„ 
munitv_reuresentative-------, 
'One .memi2gri from the 2012 

panel was reappointed. The other 
members did not seek reappoint-, 

Pker :Wells, who chaired the 
IFIAP since it was formed in 2003, 
did not seek reappointment and 
was replaced by Justin Doyle 

Councillor Johns thanked Mr 
Wells for his contribution. 

"The high regard that many peo-ple 
have for Sutherland Shire 

IHAP is due to the manner in 
which Peter Wells has conducted 
Meetings and respected the posi-tions 

of all parti4ants," he said. 
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e count -The 2013 IHAP members are: 
Alan Bright ( p l a g ) ,  Chris Hill 

), Helen Loqhhead 
(urban design), Erica Marshall-MTIelland 

(traffic andslisab_;ihw■ 
access) and n n i o  ore 
11717Fee community repre-sentathies 

are former Sutherland 
Shire cOuncillor Craig McCallum, 
Russell Smith and Christine 
Theodore. 

The ARAP provides guidance to 
designers on how to improve pro-jects. 

The 2013 ARAP consists of nine 
specialists who meet every three 
weeks and includes a permanent 
chairman or chairwoman who is a 
registered architect, two 
registered architects and one 
landscape architect on a rota-tional 

basis. 
Council employees no longer sit 

on the panel. 
Three members from the 2012 

panel were reappointed. 
Architect Frank Stanisic has 

been appointed chairman and 
fellow architect Tony_Caro has 
been appointed deputy. chair-man. 

Other members are architects 
Linda ,Gosling, John Diuno-poul, 

Peter MeGregor, Harry 
Levine and• Brendan Randles, I 
along with landscape architects I 
John Easthope :and Professor 
Helen Armstrong. 
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Valuable views erased 
I would like to thank the Sutherland Shire 

prenntim for) and handed it to a developer 
councillors who stble our view (that ste.§aid a 

. - 
- fOr) and handed it to a develo 

M Win sell it to some suckers tor top dollar I in the not-too-distant futint., 
Those buyers will be in the  same boat  as we 

are when councillors decide to yet again change development codes. 
It's unfortunate that people-have no idea what really g o e s  o n  in their council chambers until it directly affects them.; which is exactly What - happened to the residents Of the BelgraVe 

, apartments in Gerrale Street last year. Every expert told the council that the proposal 
was far too large for the block and too close to existing buildings and felliar short of  many 
existing codes. - • - So instead of  forcing the developer to abide by current codes (as they would if you o r l  had a DA,up for consideration), the councillors 
simply changed every cede that the deYelOper 
could not Meet so he could Maximise his floor 
space, height and, in turn, his profit. 

Let our experience be a warning to anyone in the Shire who is thinking o f  buying a property with a view of  any sort, it will not last, so .don't 
pay any extra for it no matter what guarantee is given. given. 

Anthony 
Cronulla 

High-rise no surprise 

J. I 0 
.„rfcrALI-1 ,) 

Last Thursday's Leader (November 29) has as its 
front page article "High density fears" and in the 
Your View section letters titled "Cement plea" and 
"Walls of concrete". What did we expect? In 
September the shire's voters apparently applied to Sutherland Shire Council candidates the negativity 
developed against the NSW and Commonwealth 
parliamentary Labor politicians. We turned away from Labor, Shire Watch and other progressive 
independents and gave a thumping majority to the 
Liberal Party Of course we're going to get inap-ropriate 

development! 
Bruce Hanna 

Heathcote 

Rezonings outrageous' 
vlany aspects of Sutherland Shire Council's rezon-ng plan are outrageous and propose dramatic , 

• 
changes to zoning frgm that which currently only 
permits single dwellings to that which would allow 
up to six-storey buildings in low density areas far 
removed from public transport and commercial 
services infrastructure. 

Council's idea to do this two blocks opposite 
Cronulla Golf Course is misplaced and would cre-ate 

an ugly, unwanted divide through the area, 
remove the integration with the golf course, and 
endanger the very fabric of our neighbourhood. 

They have just got it plain wrong, rushing a scatter-gun approach to planning merely to meet 
state government targets rather than consult 
properly with the community. 

North Cronulla and Wanda residents have had 
it up to their necks with the fallout of  increased 
transport congestion from Australand, Breen and 
Sharks developments, and sorry . . . enough 
is enough! 

an 5 

WEBCHAT 
Stories on a pensioner robbed on her 
way to bingo and a further boost to new 
building densities in Sutherland Shire 
drew comments. 
"Brighton-Le-Sands 

use to - 
be a wonderful 4 1 ; `  : ; ; f r  

• suburb when I 
was growing up 
in the 1950s, -41;14 
1960s and 

. 
1970s. A great place to go to on a week-end. 

Not now. Hoonsville personified. Last 
time I was there was October 2012 and I 
was horrified at the goings on cif young 
people. It will never be as it used to be. No 
respect, overpopulated and over-built." 

Posted: Lee Patterson 

The Liberals fast tracking of high rise devel-opment 
and radical planning changes will 

just lead to more traffic congestion, more 
pollution, lower prOperty prices in the shire, 
less parking and more overcrowding. 
Ordinary residents need a voice or we will 
end up living in an area resembling Hong 
Kong rather than the shire we love. Multi-storey 

unit developments do not belong in 
low-density residential areas. They shoulf1--- 
be confined to commercial areas. The 
previous Independent Hearing and Assess-ment 

Panel is gone because it was too 
independent". Posted: Carmel 

"I live in the area proposed for renewal. This 
is a great idea as it will rejuvenate the older 
buildings that only with ti6e are becoming 
unsound structurally. Being close to the 
beach does not help the structure either. So 
giving incentive to developers to look into 
rebuilding or recreating the area is a great 
initiative that will only improve things. No 
planning rules will satisfy all people, but the 
council has to start somewhere: 

Posted: Shane 

Anthony 
Crenulla 

Short memories 
t Re "High density fears" (Leader, Nove r 29). 

Why all the surprise and outrage wit the 
newly elected Liberal Council suppo ing 
excessive high density development in 
the shire? 

The last Liberal-controlled council was responsible for a spate of  town planning dis-asters, 
e.g. the Me 'ton liuildin at the rthem 

end o f  the Caringbah s oppmg centre and the 
overdevelopmentIn:witiock Avenue, Miranda. 

At the following Sutherland Shire Council 
election the Liberals were so much "on the 
nose" they all ran as independents! 

What short memories we have. 
The adage by Churchill (and others) comes to mind: "Those who fail to learn from history are doomed to repeat it." - 

Peter Simpson 
Caringbah 
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UMBRELLA GROUP 
Residents' groups in St George 
and Sutherland Shire are 
flocking to join a newly-formed 
residents umbrella group to 
oppose the state government's 
sweeping planning changes. 
More than 255 community 
action groups across NSW 
have affiliated with the Better 
• Planning Network, including 
Bundeena Progress Associ-ation, 

West Menai Action 
Group, Grays Point Progress 
Association, Friends of Oatley, 
Kogamh ReSidents Associ- - 
ation, Rockdale District 
Heritage Association anciWolli 
Creek Preservation Society. 
And in one of its first actions, 
the newly-elected North 
Cronulla-Woolooware Precinct 
Committee has voted unanim-ously 

to affiliate with the 
Better Planning Network. 
The Better Planning Network 
was started bytane Cove 
Bushcare and Conservation 
Society member Corrine Fisher 
in response to community 
ooncerns about some of the 
proposals in the state govern-ments 

planning white paper, 
due to be released this month. 
The message of the network is 
that residents have as many 
rights as developers. ' 
"Wks re specifically concerned 
about the proposed expansion 
of code-complying develop-ments, 

which would mean that 
buildings such as new indus-trial 

buildings and new 
housing would go ahead in the 
space of 10 days without 
community comment; Ms 
Fisher said. ) 
The Better Planning Network 
is not anti-development, but 
w e■  n a l  n r n . r a c n n n q i h l a  

riaval-MI■Or 

No divide: North and south Cronulla are joining forces to speak out against overdevelopment. Newly-elected president of the North Cronulla-W 

Capsis (centre) with fellow committee member Neil Aiton of south Cronulla (left) and Tony Lindsell. 

which the preq 
By Jim Gainsford 

CRONULLA residents have been  urged to 
unite against the threat of overdevelopment of 
their suburbs. 

The North Cronulla-Woolooware Precinct Com-mittee 
last week invited residents of central and 

rnmrnittPe 

1W 111.41 L U G  plc, 

• Committee urges mulate," Mr C 
"They have 1 

over the place 

action over planning infrastructure "You have tc 
t h i n k  n f  what 

d e n s i t y  for two- to three-storey townhouses to 

North Cronulla-W lo ware Precinct Comittee George vo 
2 '  1 3 

Picture: John Veage 

which the pre ou council had worked years to for-mulate," 
Mr C psis said. 

"They have these proposed high-rise dwellings all 
over the place which will strain the already strained 
infrastructure. 

"You have to wonder what our grandchildren will 
think of what we have done to the shire. 

"The people of the shire voted in this council in 
. . .. , . 
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z, 
happened, even had the gall to walk into 

salon Whore she works and ask for a 
haircut. No, it isn't fair! 

naMa,auOpplied, Sylvania Waters 

Units get.a blast 
Re "Alarm at high-rise" (Leader, Feb-rusty 

19). 
I know several elderly people who 

have lived in the shire for almost 50 
yearS. ottô*ants to a 
unitbiock, àrd she is loo ng or of 
the bider stylones, as she finds the' ' 
rfeWer architectural styles and fitouts 
totally Unpractical. All the others want 
villas because they are Manageable and 
they can stay in their own home longer; 

'-and, most importantly, they want to 
keep most Of the sense of community 

they've worked hard to be part of for ' 
many years and [which] iS part Of What 
makes so many Oftis.Watit te live here. 

, Some people (of any age) love tinit 
living but lots (again, any age) abSo-lutely 

hate the idea: They find them 
sOcially isolating, firiaritially draining 

oftenhaving very little real say over 
strata leVies, especially in bigger blocks 
with cOrporate or absentee owners, plus 
excesSiVe fees for•liftS'arid features like 
pools/gyms they ddn't ivant - and 
many hate undergroimd car parking, 
finding it unsafe and badly lit. 

Many new apartments are designed 
for younger couples, not Older people. 
No windows in bathrooms, spa baths 
that are dangerous to get in to and out of 
if you're getting arthritis, Very little nat- - 
Ural light; noisy, no natural air flow so 

they need to pay for airconditioning. 
We'needto`Showlsorne respect for 

people who WOrked hard to be part of 
and have cFsated so much of the 

shire conirhenitythey love, and now 
feel is being taken away from them by 
proposals like this. 

Not old yet, online comment 

Box Road blues 
The Box goad intersection should be 
closed I live on the big hill in Box 
Road, Syl*ria. airing peak hour, [it] is 
like a freeway There must be thousands 
of oars travelling thiSfonte every day J 
can hardly get Out of my driveway der= 
ing these tirneS (the speed limit is 
50km/h more like a speedway): 

K.T.C., Sylvania 

Six storeys virong 

1,1) 
ii 

To build six-storeyvelopments opposite lowIrise t 
two-storey housing such as Richmount Street, 
cronulla, is aesthe cally wrong. There has to be a 
more gradual increase in height in any new plans. 
The other issue is homeoWners' warranty insur-ance, 

Which I believe is not-required for any devel-. 
opulent Over four levels — so the owners will have 
to cover any defects i f  the builder-arsappea—Ts.— 

---- K. Adams, Cronulla 

••• 

Leizt CA., ts../ 

Way of life threatened 
Re "Alarm at high-rise" (Leader, Feb-ruary,19). 

I hope:this is a wake-np'eall to all shire 
residents. You all will be affected in 
some way, whether it be having high-rise 

built around or next to you, 
overshadowing or more and more 
traffiecongestion.., 

-It's go6Ric:1- see residents have some-where 
to go to discuss issues in the 

Croriulla-WoolooWare area that 
affect therm 

Why do people want to remain in the 
shire? Because it-is not crammed full of 
high-rise like Wolli Creek, Bondi or 
Hurstville andit has a refaked, unique 
holiday-like atmosphere. 

• 
This will a be lost. People are des-troying 

the r on they want to stay liv-ing 
in the sh' . If it wasn't or concerned residents 

there would be no heritage sand dime 7 there would be no sand dunes at all. 
6reenhills would he 1000 dwellings 
with no playing fields or lagoon areas. 

There would be a 14-storey square j conerete block built across the plaza 
next to Dunningham Park. The areas 
facing the beach would all be 15 storeyt 
if the Liberal council had its way in the 
1990s. cronulla would already be the 
Gold Coast. 

There really isn't enough roona to list 
achievements of numerOus groups over 
the years. 

I am not against deve opment, I am 

nCold, rich hi- semf-retired. The people 
w o attend these committees spend 
in ch of their own time working for 
n 

. 
hing while Working full-time and 

raising families. A huge thank-you to . these people for trying to keep the shire 
the beautiful place that it is our chil-dren 

and fnttire generations can experi-ence 
its lifestyle. ' 

'Fussos, online comment 

Development across southern Sydney, 
especially of the high-rise kind, drew 
many online comments this week: - 

"My question to - 
the 3 wise men in ' (Pr: 
the photo, Where 
will you live when - 
you are unable to : 
walk r___&and-- 
-down_stair,s, care for your lawns and you get 
to a iffige where your hotge is justtoo big 
and you still want your independence! 
Simple answer is 4L1.2 LWING and, hey, 
there ain't enough.around for all you baby 1 
boomers to fit kite Posted: spongebrit mere am tenuov 
boomers to fit inte Posted: spongebrIt yo 

ve We should look at the bright side, to build a 
residential building, you would need a 1.,,) 
certain minimum land size. In Cronulla, to 
achieve this, you would need 5 or more 
properties. So I cannot see how you see 
these changes to be taking place quick. 
Relax, all, the shire will always remain the 
way we know it. Don't hit the panic button:' 

Posted: Carmel 

WolIi Creek-iS. a joke, it .j„s.j..eggO.ano 
parking at the railway station, narrow strept. 
are a joke especially since Woolworths was 
put there ... 

and units are almost the same 
k price has a houSejn the area. How could-\Rodkdale 

Council allow Woolworths to be 
bvilt there where the streets in the area are 
luokytO be one-car wide?" Posted: Fay 

The housing strategy was developed by the 
previous council and did nothing to 
implement it, knowing it will notbe.re-eledted. 

The second thing, what's Wrong 
withysiliaelqlthauSesTfiaighest 
percentage of professionals in the state, 
weritfrom a wasteland to one of the / 
suburbs, some amazing architecture and 
use of new materials:' 

.Posted: Shaua 
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"Ownerkeen 
tO 'capitalise' 
On investment 
By Murray Trembath 

THE Kirrawee brick pit site, which 
has been approved for a major res-idential 

and retail development, is 
up for sale. 

Owner Henroth Investments is 
seeking a company With experi-ence 

in similar large-scale projects 
to either buy the property or enter 
into a joint venture 

FOR 0£1,R3 PLC,Ft POI 
GROWL ON 11W COI 

- 

Aerie& to the'aMOCI: Robyn and John Galvin. 

• Should the sale-be a cause 
for concern? 

Have your say 
theleader.com.au 

Expressions of. close 
March 27. 

Savilli's adver t i sement  said 
there  was likely to  b e  strong 
d e m a n d  f rom t e n a n t s  for  the 
shopp ing  centre ,  which  had 
approval for two siiperrriarkets, 
specialtY shops and  parking for 
1150 Veflieles. 

A neW,s, release said "public 
access will be  p rov ided  to a 
9000-square Metre pa rk  w i t h  a 
lake, as well as pedes t r i an  arid 
cycle pathways". 

"The planned retail component 
of the site Will provide an attract: 
ive shopping destination for the 
local cOrintifthity, with 'a focus on 
eVeryday• ciiiiVenience-baSed 
retai l ing a n d  will i nc lude  an 
open-air dining and cafe Precinet 
with adjacent piazza," it said. 

"The  -piazza Will provide a 
unique alfresWambiente.!' 

Sales pitch: An artist impression, released by the selling agent, of how the 

development could look. 

T h e  Planning Assessment Coin-mission 
approVecl the Company's 

concept plan for432 apartments in 
nine bu i ld ing  above a -shopping 
centre last August - 

Simon Muirhead, divisional dir-ector 
for selling agent, Savills Aus-tralia; 
said there had b e e n  "a very 

good response" 'to pre-marketing 
and  'advertisements in  major 
newspapers-on the weekend.. 

"4 l o t  of major. players i n  the 
p r o p e r t y  i n d u s t r y  a re  looking at 

it," he said. " lHeriroth Invest-ments] 
,ath mot specialist residen-tial 

developers and  they are. 
looking 'to-either 'sell -Of- -partner 
someone-With expertise irilarge. 
scale developments. 

' "L i l re e v e r y t h i n g ,  it's an asset: 
"They aequired :it six or seven 

years ago and  it wen t  through a 
very difficult DA (development 
application) process and they arelOoking 

to Capitalise on  their 
investment." 

Picture: Chris Li 

PRICE 'TOO HIGH' 
, Sutherland Shire mavoi Kent johns 

said_ tlie_TuncitccitkInt offordy, 
the si—Fe: 

He Was responding te a letter to the 
Leader from Kirrawee.nasident Robyn 
Galvin, Who saw the Site:adVeitiSedin 

The Sydney Morning Herald. - 
, Mrs Galvin and her husband John sak 
it was a great opportunity for the 
council to pinthase the property,and 
develop itforShire reSidents. 

She said a new entedainment,Ceritre 

could be provided and the existing 
ceiilie4old.fOr ! t i n e  unit develdiimer 

to ti.eijsfund the projett 
. . „ 

MIS GAM n.said the site could include 
tibiiiing and a oialle-r.00piligeeht 

whileaslip-itad entrance and exitiro 

Princes Flignway COuld be,provided. 
iristeaii Of takingparkingfrOni bbSiL 

. 
n e *  Hord Wet, 

. . . Cr. JObns saidthe; previous council..., 
zened the site and the state myeyn-moiitaporoved,p 

major deVelOprnent 
tie'said the the,asking price ° w i l d  b 
well out of the.range that council .cbui 
afford'. 

I /7 
2vo 
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SHARE YOUR VIEW 
The Leader welcomes letters to the editor. 
Please keen your letters to about 200 words add include a cqytiineihonenurnber for 
clarification Letters may be cut for space, • clarity or legal reasons. Anonymous letterswill 

not,be Published,.Preference will be 
given to 'fetters which:allow-publication of 
author's name and suburb. 

Loss of identity 
Re "Alarm at high-rise" (Leader, February 19). I 
commend the setting up of a precinct committee to 
monitor high-rise development in the shire, partic-ularly 

Cronulla. So called "blanket rezoning" and 
the lack of hands-on involvement by Sutherland 
Shire Council in vetting individual developments 
will see the shire lose its identity Looking at his-torical 

photos one can see how we've already lost 
the open spaces and that special seaside village 
feel within the space of less than 50 years. If the 
community doesn't take some responsibility and 
act then we'll deserve what we get: another con-crete jungle, like Surfer's Paradise. 

Jan La Riviere, Illawong 

Stories on trees cut down at Carineah 
and fears about patient care at St George 
Hospital drew comment. 

"I arntolaliy l• 
IN 1 - V 6/>n,..... ItTOS-e beaD ' ul 

• , tr es ave been 
crW 
ifolhir7can 
replace them. 
They were a sight for the spirit. I would look at them and marvel, even as I drove along 
Captain Cook Drive. To visit them and 
experience the profound sense of peace and 
presence they held was a wonder in this 
dense urban and commercial environment 
Shame on the people who decided the trees 
should go. We have lost more than you will, 
ever know:' Posted: AMD 

r7 

La p-‘11 Pines for the cnop 

Hot topics were volunteer vets treating 
pets of owners who cannot afford the 
-service, shire development planning 
controls and advice for the Dragons. 

"I am simply 
h e a rtened and 
warmed to see k 
there is ,-,,%".,. 

, , 
4.4 ' _ 

' '._ considerable i': *Pt 4. --- - k . , support for 1.,'':', .:- '''1` , • ,. . 
-. these volunteer 

vets and others who have given their time 
and money to help in this under valued area of community support!' Posted: Michael 

"Miranda and Caringbah are better sites 
because they are Closer to Sutherland 
Hospital. Would suit medical,f,..li es an - aged care:' Posted: Shane 

,---' 
"Loftus has many streets with ho ootp ths. . With one road in and one road out, when 
there is a delay on the Princes Highway, 

. Loftus, traffic is grid locked. Why doesn't the 
council get real and negotiate 'car free' 
areas and improve human-powered 
transport opportunities such as walking, 4/Cling, and wheelchair or stroller tricks?" 

Posted: Old Salt 

As with with ALL other developments, the 1 residents [West Menai] are played 
conveniently for fools,if,th.ere,is a buck to, be 
made by clevelopers. The bzuSair.Chkartl is-real 

and present, WHO will take 
responsibility when deaths occur in the 

• bushfires which will certainly occur in the futtde? This approval looks like a copy of the 
. previous Labor government's spielNherea 
minister overrules his department head or . just ignores them!' Posted: Ray Van ' 

"Steve Price needs to sit down and ve a ! drink. Drink some water..-; DRINKW ER., ' Posted: mike on his bike 

Pines for the criop 7/3/i, _. 
Re your story and the pine trees oh thl 
old Park Davis site ("Urban forest is 
lost", LecOer.,.Febrnary 28). The treeS 
were planted in the late 1950s. by the 
then general. manager Theo White to 
provide timber to make-the timber cases 
for packaging of the manufactured 
goods. 'There was a shortage of sditable 
materials at the time. How do I knOw-? 
My uncle Bill Gribble was the mainten-ance 

man for many years. They were 
destined to be removed. 

Peter Lewis, former shire president 

Trees a refuge 
Re "Urban forest is lost" (Leader, Feb-ruary 

28). I felt both saddened and 

angered over the felling of the Park 
Davis forest. While I realise the trees 
were not natives, their long standing 
was an urban refuge for many bird spe-cies, 

in particular the black cockatoo I 
that has a penchant forthis tree species. 
There isn'tmuch more to add — they're 
gone. If nature could communicate with ' 
man what would it say? I think I know. 

Glenn Hawkins,Woolooware 

Pool out in the cold 
In the Leader (February 26) Sutherland 
Shire Council advertised tenders for 
amenities renovations at Sutherland and 
Engadine leisure centres. 

As a regular swimmer at Caringbah 
Pool, I would like to remind council that 
there are actl tally three leisure centres in 
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omottioesens 
By Murray Trembath 

SUTHERLAND Shire Council has 
added -Loftus and Kirrawee to a 
proposed redevelopment zone 
over which it is prepared to hand 
over planning control to the state 
government. 

The council decided this week to 
extend the area, centred on Suther-land 

business district, which it 
nominated late last year as an 
urban activation precinct. 

l i t h e  council's submission is 
accepted by the government, it 
will appoint a planning team and 
tip in millions of dollars for new 
infrastructure. 

In return, the council will be rep-resented 
on a planning commit-tee, 

but the government will be 
the consent authority. 

This could lead to more concen-trated 
development and higher 

apartment blocks and other build-ings 
than the council might nor-mally 
allow 

The decision was made under 
delegated authority by the devel-opment 

assessment and planning 
committee. 

Labor councillor Phil Blight 
lodged a rescission motion that 
will be dealt with at a special 
meeting next Monday. 

Councillor Blight said the coun-cil, 
"led by a past Rockdale coun-cillor", 

was "changing the whole 
nature of the shire without a man-date". 

With the council also nominating 
Miranda-Caringbah as an urban 
activation precinct, most of the 
central areas of the shire would 
feature tall unit blocks that would 

AST ,74y 

ROYAL NATIONAL PARK 

'RedeVetripntentOirte:1 
Tile.P4O-Osed Mari' 

, ..-actlyatroitorecinct 
around Sutherland C:BD, 

threaten homes in the area. 
Councillor Blight said traffic, par-ticularly 

at railway line crossings at 
Loftus and Sutherland, would 
become worse. 

"Urban activation means crowd-ing 
more and more people in and 

not the amenity and lifestyle shire 
residents love.There is no guarantee 
of any additional infrastructure," he 
said. 

Mayor Kent Johns said incorpor-ating 
the TAFE and uniVersity 

buildings at Loftus, Kirrawee brick 
pit and the railway stations in those 
suburbs "makes sense". 

Education providers would be 
encouraged to expand at Loftus 

and this would help attract 
improved public transport infra-structure. 

Councillor Johns said it was also 
sensible to integrate the Kirrawee 
brick pit site and the surrounding 
area given the development was 
already approved by the NSW Plan-ning 

Assessment Commission. He 
denied the Liberals had no man-date 

for the planning changes and 
accused Labor of "hypocrisy". 

• What do you think of the 
council's decision? 

Have your say " 
theleader.contau 

grip 
MORE POTENTIAL 
Opportufilties thafcou I ci fl ow 
from the plan doOld fluFude anew 
po-destrian bridge over Suth er-tang siation7and p new roo.d ':-bridge over, the railway line at Loftus, said a report by council 
staff. 

_ 
There could also be improved public 
transport to the Royal National Park 
by extending the tram museums 
light railtrck or ti weekerthnifie 
bus from Sutherland station. 
The report said expanding the zone 
gave the Sutherland plan 'greater 
strategic potential'and Would 

. enable itto become a major centre. 
Sutherland, Kirrawee and Loftus 
prOvided'a wide ran Of services 
and emploYment opportunities that 
could be built upon. • 
. , , The area was close to a range Of 

. . recreational facilities and public 
open space that :could serve an 
increased-Population. 

. ' 
The report said Suthedand was 
highly accessible and a sensible 
place to concentrete high-:density 
housing. Th'ere were also'sOnie 'areas 
of low-density resIderrtial develop-rneht 

between Sutherland and 
Kirrawee and between Sutherland 
and Loftus, which could be 

, consideredfor a higher-density 
development. / 
The aim. WOPId.Pe to deliver both 

jobs and housing to this well 
serviced and aeceisible location, it 
said. 
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West Menai facts 'ignored' 
The National Parks Association•of•NSW (NPA) is 
seriously concerned ahouItheProcess followed by 
the Planning Department in its assessment o f  the 

_ WestMeriailailddevelopinent proPosal rine for 
ward by the Gandatrgatt'A-bcifiginal.LaridCOun-cil 

("Ncit suited for homes", feacier',Afaich:19)1_ 

• 
The NPA is concerned that the corporate gov-ernance 

o f  the counci I has not been investigateli. in 
an open and transparent manner; that the. full cdsts 
o f  the GALC propoial, including additionaF Costs 
o f  infrastructure, have not been included ; and that 
many o f  the impacts Of the devefripment on the 
biodiversity o f  the site have not been considered. 

NPA wishes to make it clear that we do not 
favour any development o f  this area. 

NPA's written concerns about loss ofthreatened–plants 
have been dismissed. The senior consultant 

[has] said that "at least some" o f  all endangered 
plants would be in the proposed conservation zone. 
This is no t  acceptable. 

. These are rare and endangered species and their 
habitats are threatened. This government has stated 
that it is interested in preserving the connecting 
corridors within the landscape and it has backed 
that statement up by funding an eXtension o f  the 
Great Eastern Ranges Initiative. 

Yet when there is a proposal that would do lire-parable 
harm to such a concept, orre government 

department goes out o f  its way terignore the values 
o f  such corridors. 

Further, NPA notes with dismay d'at/fhe actions 
in relation to this development proposal go against 
the very claims made by the current gOvernment 
when it was facing election. It Promised there 
would be community consultation in regards such 

. . developments. 
In this case the community has been ignored arid_ 

a propo al for development that is setionSly cOni-pro 
• ed is being advanced. 

Bilán Everingham 
president, National Paric.s Association of NSW 

SoutheM-Sidney branch 

to numerous negative constraints inchiding envir-orirriental, 
infrastructure and strategic concerns. , 

- What should be o f  great concern t 6  Sutherland 
Shire resident's was the identified inability o f  the 
developer to fund the required infrastructure, pla-.. 

_ - -urrcouneil, and ulti-mately 
on us.. Yet on March 16, Ba 

. 
and Brad I-167ard saw fit to igribie.their deFal-f-rnent's 

assessment and announce the Site is eai - marked for Mamediate action': 
, BnMae,Me' 

Start small 
High-rise housing will not increase affordability It 
will not make it easier for children to live near their 
parents. It is not a shire problem, it is the same 
across the whole o f  Sydney. I live in Menai; I could 
net afford to buy near my parents in Canterbuiy, so 

in Menai. It's not close but i t  is not the Other 
side o f  the world, either. Children growing up in 
the shire have to save [hard] to buy a house/apart-ment 

in the area. You have,to forgo things to get a 
house near where you grew up. I f  you liVe in 
Caringbah you cannot buy something in Engadine 
or  Menai, Rockdale or Sutherland. I f  people can't 
afford existing units in areas like this they won't be 
able to afford new units in areas where they cur-rently 

live. You have to start somewhere, and it 
may not be where you want to live forever, but it 
may be  a start. 

Experts opposed plan 
The Department o f  Planning and Infra-Structure - evaluated the Heathcote Ridge site for potential 
housing opportunities and reported the site was not 
suitable at this time for housing development due 

Jennifer, Menai 

Rushed housing draft 

when I was 
Inptimaiy 

school, 60 years ago, our 
school was On a very busy main road. We were 
lined up along the side o f  the road and drilled to 
"Look to the tigliflikik to the left, look to the righ 
iigain.:Are vehicles coming? c a n  you cross the 
road?" "vilfert we said we could,:We walked quickl 
across the. road. Ruining was not allowed, 
d * d l i n z w a s  not alloWed. There-Vv-asn't any Ped---' 
ear-Tcrossing. 

A pedestrian crossing NAilas-:diaWn with chalk on 
the sehoOlyardtainiac dricl We were drilled on 
standing at the pedestrian crossing and Waiting foi 
the vehicles to stop so we could safely cross. Soli 
o f  the boys played the parts Of Vehicles and a fun 
time While learning was had by all . The onus was on US to safely cross the road. 

Why isn't that happening now? 
I f  there isn't a crossing near MenaiHigh School 

how about the bus pulling into a sehoo) driveway 
or approach, collect the kids and getback on the 

• 
route? It would take only a mimite or  two, not 

.• enough to mess up the rOute g.; 
Yvonne Jasper, Kirrawe 

Beware: extra 'school' days 
In regard to the various letters regarding school 
zone Speeding fines. The last day o f  the school 
term was December 21 for all N S W  public 
schools, and all school staff were at work up until 
this day, including myself. The last day for student 
INA Wednesday, December 10 as teachers receive( 

f r o  pupil-free days at the end o f  term for profes-/sional 
learning and planning for the next year. Thi: 

occurs every year — it is not a new occtirrence. 
Every year N S W  public schools also have as pupil 
free days the first day o f  terms 1,2 and 3, and 
while no students are at school they are official 
scho_ol daYs; and school zones are in operation. 
Independent and Catholic schools may not  have 
pupil-free days at these times so these students 
could be at school on these days. With the upcom-ing 

holidays I thought it best to advise everyone 
that at the beginning o f  next term there will be two 
pupil-free days for public school students only. 

SO while your child, neighbour's child, grand-child 
etc may not go back to school until Wednes-day, 

May 1, the official school term starts on 
Monday, April 29 and school zones will be 
in operation. 

• Anne, Mena 

I think it is unreasonable for Sutherland Shire 
Council to expect residents to adequately read and 
comment intelligentlYon the Draft Housing 
Strategy being proposed, given the limited time 
frame allowed Of 30 days (which includes Easter 
and school holidays). Why is it that other councils 
(BlacktOWn, Byron Shire, and Canada Bay) are 
permitted .ao l a r e v i e w ?  Please act in the best 
interests o f  your ratepayers and allow the Comment 
time to be  three months. 

Tony Cashman, Cronulla 

Safety drill 
Bravo to Stephen Griffiths re pedestrian safety 
(Your View, March 14). I have been saying that 
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SUBDIVIDING existing home 
sites will be easier under state 
government plans to meet 
new housing targets. 

A new metropolitan 
strategy, released this week, 
set a requirement for south-ern 

Sydney councils to facilit-ate 
the building of a t  least 

42,000 extra homes during 
the next 20 years. 

While new apartment 

ew home target set 
blocks were expected to 
provide many of the new 
dwellings, the strategy also 
foreshadowed a range of 
other measures, including 
making the subdivision of 
existing blocks easier. 

This would be done  by 
"removing minimum lot size 
regulations that stifle 

p r o d u c - t i o n  of more compact hous-ing 
designs with small 

backyards for example". 
Changes in the 1990s that 

allowed the subdivision of 
existing blocks for Torrens 
Title, dual-occupancy dwell-ings 

were scrapped follow-ing 
comniuni ty  outrage, 

with claims neighbourhoods 

were be ing  destroyed. 
The government will detail 

its p roposed  changes to 
p lann ing  laws in a white 
paper to be released shortly. 

Other measures included 
in the metropolitan strategy 
to boost  housing numbers 
inc luded u r b a n  activation 
precincts,  which  have 
already caused controversy 
in-Sutherland Shire. 

CONTINUED PAGE 2 

STRATEGY ADDRESSES HOUSING NEEDS 
'Pro ectjr 

• 
• 
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By Jim Gainsford •ICouspOi[,:favopt80.0 lug role ttfstate 
SI-100LO planning controls covering 
Sutherland, I.Oftus, Kirrawee, Miranda 
aria Caringbah be handeci. over to the 
state government? 

, Sutherland Shire, councillors debated 
'this on, Monday With most opting to go 
ahead With the proposal to nominate 
the suburbs to become one of the state 
government's controversi[al urban activ-ation 

Preeincts-Whereplaniiing Canifffirs's 
are handed ,to the government in 
exchange for infrastructure funding. 

Last year, the council nominated Mir-anda 
and Caringbah as urban activation 

precincts and re .rrtly added Suther-csvsi 
land, Kirrawee and ftus. 

Mayor Kent Johns 'd the chances of 
getting two urban a 'vation precincts 
in the shire were very slim. 

"My preference is' for Sutherland to go 
ahead. We :want 'to make Sutherland a 
regional-centre again.. 

"This is about providing the 

infra-strheture fOr,-:_growth, in the area in road, 
rail, educatian facilities and recreational 
areas." 

This week's debate was triggered by a 
rescission motion lodged by Cr Phil 
Blight wanting the council to reverse its 
decision. 

"A Coris-equente Of being an urban- - 
activation precinct is that you are activ-ated 

in an urban sense, and that means 
high-rise," he said. 

"The detached single dwellings are 
being replaced by five storeys or even'12 
to 16 storeys. 

"Under this proposal, Kirrawee is clas-sified 
as an underdeveloped area. 

"Everyone who lives in a single, 
detached dwelling could be seen by the 
council to live in, an underdeveloped 
area. 

"People did not vote for state 

govern-ment  bureaucrats -to :be ,deciding , What 
heights and deriSity, wahaVe. - 

Cr Diedtee Steinwall said she was 
shocked at Loftus being added to the list. 

"We don'thave enough information to 
give up our planning controls," she said. 

Cr Steve Simpson said the move was 
about providing jobs. 

"Trains and roads are packed because 
professional people have to leave the 
shire every day to go to work. 

"It is time to look at employment in 
the the shire, along with affordable 
housing and transport hubs." 

Cr Blight's rescission motion was 
defeated, with an amendment by Cr 
Peter Towell calling for the council to 
withdraw its nominations for the sub-urbs 

to become urban-activation pre-cincts 
and for more nominations to be 

exhibited to the public for 60 days. 

Cr Powell ssaid the council, was hand-ing_planning 
controls to the state gov-ernment 

On a Wing and a prayer. 
"The only jobs that will be created will 

be in construction and unfortunately 
that is not along-term job that stays in 
the area." 

He said potential infrastructure fund-ing 
is calculated on the annual yield of 

dwellings in the each precinct, not on 
on any formation of jobs. - 'We-.have- a- situations where-instead 
of individual projects being taken over 
by the state they will be handed to sev-eral 

suburbs. 
"I think before we proceed we need to 

ask the people who have spent their 
lives paying mortgages in these areas 
what they think. This is not too much to 
ask." „ 
Grassroots regrdent action group Save 
Our Shire Is opposed to sweeping plan-ning 

changes sought by Sutherland Shire 
Council. More in the Leader next week. 



- 
Action: A new residents' action grout, 
Save Our'Shire has been formed in 

response to changes to planning. Neil 
cieNett is front right with the group. 

Picture: Chris Lane 

res tet Planning wa 
By Jim Gainsford 

A NEW grassroots reSid-ents' 
action group, Save 

Our Shire, has been 
formed to oppose sweep: 
ing planning changes 
being pursued by Suther-land 

Shire Council. 
SOS chairman Neil 

deNett Said the group has 
been formed in response to 
planning proposals in the 
Sutherland Shire Local 
Environmental Plan and 
the move by the council to 
nominate Miranda, Caring-bah, 

Sutherland, Loftus 
and Kirraweef to become 
urban activation precincts. 

"We have no pblitical 
affiliations but are a mix-ture 

of people from all 
political parties including 
Liberal, Labor and Shire 
Watch," Mr deNett said. 

"We have no problem 
with the way the council is 
running the shire. They are 
doing a good job. But we 
are worried about the pro-posed 

planning controls 
-that, if implemented, will 
change the nature and face 
of the shire forever. 

"There are so many plan-ning 
changes. We have the 

planning White Paper, the 
draft LEP and now the 
urban activation precincts 

l i k e  you a i m  of the 
comuirs &wing change's? 
Are you wonied about 
stoat Say are imposing? 

Have your say 
tbekiadetcom.au 

proposal. It is overkill. How 
are people supposed to 
cope with it? 

"Speaking to residents, it 
is clear that most who live 
in the affected areas are be 
unaware that the council 
has proposed their suburbs 
to become urban actiVa-tion 

precincts. 
'And therwould have little 

knowledge of what it means. 

"The whole of Waratah 
Park is included in  the 
Urban activation precinct, 
You have to *tinder Why 

they are handing control of 
the parklb  the State gov-ernment. 

"And the bushland be-tween 
the Stitherland Shire 

swimming pool and the old 
bowling green site has been 
earmarked for high-rise 
flats. 

"This is 13,346 square 
metres of public open 
space being handed to a 
-developer under the LEP 

"We are deeply con-cerned 
that the council did 

not consult residents at all 

about handing over two 
large areas of the shire tc 
thc state government a: 
urban activation precinct: 
without consulting resid 
ents a t  all. 

"They didn't have u 
nominate these areas, the] 
just volunteered them. 

'And they didn't ask any 
one in the Shire 'befor 
they volunteered t h e ,  lc 
alone residents W o liv 
there." 

Residents who want more 
information on the group ca 
go saveourshire.org.ab, or 
visit the group's Facebook 
page Save Our Shire. 

Window' lockillint,011 
hell),:_?•keeRchilOren sal 
By Sarah WhAe 

EVERY ap ar tmen above 
ground -level in,NSW will be 
required to fit safety devices 
to prevent children from fall-ing 

from windows. 
Over five years, all windows 

above the ground floor in 
existing residential strata 
schemes must be fitted with 
locks or safety devices which 
can prevent t he  windows 
from opening more tWan12.5 
centimetres,- or the width of a 
baby's head; Trading' Minister 
Anthony Roberts said. 

The pfoposed safety meas-ure, to' be enforced in May, 

Pressure on roads 

During 2011 and 2012,as 
many as -39 Children aged 

nine or younger were hospit= 
:.alised afterfalling from apart-ment 

WincloWs. 
, Last Month; a toddler fell 

15 metres onto a slab of con-crete.,,atTtaStWood. 
TheiprOpO,sed_law endorses 

the recommendations of the 
2012. repof t preventing: 
Children falling from reSidenz-ti 
al buildings ,— hy„ a «West, 

- , me ad children's Hosjurtal 
working party., 
The OWners (',Orporation 

Network said it would 
encourage owners to 
the safety devices. 

will cost between $10 and $40 
per window. 

The move has been widely 
applauded by the Australian 
Medical Association, peak 
strata Corporations 'and the 
NSW Opposition. 

"Some oWners and tenants 
will already haVg safety 

devices fitted to their win-dews 
but this Will ensure any 

child liVing in or visiting an 
apartment .above the ;ground 
t h e r  will be safe Mr Roberts 

- 
It is estimated that-by 2030, 

more than 50.-per cent of the 
NSW population:Will live irr a 
strata scheme. 

• 

Just wondering with all this new developthent 
going on in the shire what's being done to fix the 
roads. 

The politicians think it's fine to approve all this 
development but with the Sharkies, Greenhills 
Beach, the brick pit and the old Caringbah High 
site all going ahead in the near future, there will be 
thousands more people living here. 

Anyone who does the-commute over Captain 
Cook Bridge and through Brighton to the city 
every day knows how bad-the traffic is at the 
moment: , 

What's it going to be like in five years? 
Taren Point Road has turned into a car park at peak hour and trying to find apark in Cronulla is a joke. - I'm riot anti-development but some planning has 

to be done to accommodate all the extra cars on the 
roads. 

Briggs, South Caringbah 1 

- 
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SNARE YOUR VIEW 
The Leader welcomes letters to the editor. 
Please keep your letters to about 200 words 
, , , and include a daytime phone number for 

• clarification. Letters May be cut for space; - clarity or legal reasons. Anonymous letters 
will not be published.. PrefeMlice willbe 
given toletters which allow publication of 
author's name and suburb. 

Zoning alarm bells 
A warning to Sutherland Shire residents to care-fully read the letter from Sutherland Shire Council 
notifying intended changes to the zoning and plan-ning 

controls in the shire. As the letter states: "The 
draft plan has implications for all property own-ers." These changes will affect your suburb. 

I urge all residents to strongly object to the 
implementation of new zoning legislation, 
whereby council waives its responsibilities ofplan-ning 

control for development in the shire, handing 
all power to the not-so-moral state government. Stop feeding us propaganda council, get back to 
your obligations, and work for your community. 
Don't sit on your hands shire people —1 urge all to 
oppose these changes, by contacting council, and 
fight for a better standard of living that suits us and 
not that of the developer. Our land lots, roads and 
infrastructure are at their limits. I can guarantee if 
we don't put up a fight, our little piece of paradise 
will become just another dirty, overpopulated sub-urb 

like those popping up around Sydney. 
Unda Gymea 

I received a letter from Sutherland Shire Council 
last week (March 26) dated March 15 stating that 
we can see the Draft LEP until April 17 (now 
extended to May 1 — see story in this edition), 
which affects us all with changed boundaries, 
development conditions and usage. The document is 72 pages of legalese. It seems to 
me that this is the usual way that bureaucrats stifle 
debate by not allowing sufficient time for consid-eration 

and reply. All ratepayers should read the 
draft plan and see what lies in their future. 

Sid Ford, Gymea Bay 

"Parking at 
Cronulla is 
inadequate. Very - little commuter 
car park. 
Retailers do 
need to park somewhere if they aRto operate:. 
the b ss that attracts shopper's and 

uld not run the risk of fines. The council 
needs to address this issue urgently:' 

Posted: Land of the Hobbit 

"This is typical of Cronulla Chamber of ' 
Commerce which shows no regard for Cronulla 
residences, eg Sharks development, but when 
they want to develop Cronulla CBD or reduce 
customer parking, it wants their support:' 

Posted: local 

Demand more time 
So the LEP exhibition period has been extended to May 1. This is still not enough time to properly 
consider this proposed legislation. Residents in 
other council areas were given 12 weeks. And 
these aren't minor changes we are talking about. 

The proposals (especially in ordinary residential 
zones) will affect everybody. Bigger houses, fewer 
trees all the way to Illawong, Heathcote East, 
Gymea Bay, and Como. The whole shire. Write to Sutherland Shire Council ssc@ssc.nsw.gov.au and demand more time. And a clearer explanation. 

Jenni Gormley 
chair, Sutherland Shim Environment Centre 

Menai warning 
Traffic traffic traffic. That's what will happen if 
this ludicrous proposal to develop 2400 new home 
sites in West Menai (Leader, March 19) goes ahead, which the O'Farrell government and 

p l a n - n i n g  department are hell-bent on allowing. 
Traffic will not only increase in volume but 

quantity —multiply 2400 hothe sites times two 
cars per household and you have 4800 extra cars competing for space on Woronora Bridge at 8am 
each morning as well as never finding space at a local super-market again. 

Bush fire-danger! In January 1994 when Como 
West and Jannali went up, a resident of Bangor 
asked "Where do we drive to?" when an SES 
adviser called on the Friday night. telling residents 
to be ready to evacuate. His reply was: "You don't 
drive — you walk out". 

Do we build two extra bridges to span Woronora 
River, as well as throwing in an extra one at Affords 
Point, or accept our fate and perish? I think not! 

Menai residents should be very concerned about 
this absurd proposal and letting their political rep 
resen - if ves know the answer is NO! 

Elaine Greenfield, Bangor 
• ORE OF YOUR:LETTERS PAGE 12 
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Rita hinattysterBay 

Re "Population now edging closer to 23 million" 
(Leader, March 7). 

Two Australianpdpulation milestones excite 
public debate: 23 million and 36 million. 

In 1994, The Australian Academy o f  Science 
examined Australia's population choices, stating 
that, i n  it view, `.the•quality o f  all aspectS o f  our.- 
Children's in es willbe.maxiinised i f  the population 
o f  Australia is kept to the low, stable end o f  the 
aehiev.able range, . . to approximately 

. 
23 Million". 

A.1994 parliamentary inquiry led by Barry Jones 
found therewas strong community support for the 

. 
Stable population option. 

. 
In 2001 Philip Ruddock, the then immigration 

minister, told the 2001 Sutherland Sydneys 
Population Future Forum that: "The figure Of 
24 million is approximately What the Australian 
Bureau o f  Statistics projects for the year 
The most important feature o f  such a population is 
that it would be stable — not increasing and not 
decreasing — and no longer ageing". 

But Australia's population will reach 23 million 
in May this year. And it will not be stable. 

Kevin Rudd's 36 million, "big Australia" 
outraged the electorate. Rudd was removed and 
politicians o f  all colours declared they were against 
a population 36 million for Australia. 

But under Labor, Australia's population is 

, . 
growing at 1.6 per cent a year. At this rate it Will 

• - *  double in just 44 years. The Coalition promises 1.4 
per cent a year population growth, doubling in 50 
years. No matter who is in power, Australia's 2050 
population will far exceed 36 million and will still 
be growing. 

Electors will be livid when they wake up . . . \ Donlon Hocking, Oyster Bay 
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-.High rise not creative solution 
Gordon Hocking (Your View ; March 19) is so , 

\ 

,. _ right. . . 
The reason why'we are now faced with massiVe 

increases in high doiiiitSrjh the Shire is that our 

politicians Meekly accept that SY dif6r s population , 

i s m  to increase forever and high rise is the only 
. .. . . . , 

- • - solution that they can c o e  Tip with. ,-- . .-, . 

, 
-:•lfTliey do not seem to &ire that our children and 

. • igrandchildren could be  denied the joy o f  aback- , 
,Ta.rd where they call play, create vegie and other 

gardens, learn ahOut nature and g'et plenty of 

. exerdise. 
Now extra costs follow to ensure children can't 

fallout. of  unit windoWs. 
Thirty-nine children Acrbed nine or younger were 

hoSpitaliSed after falling from apartment windows 

during 2011-2012 (Leadei; Mardh 19). 

When one looks at the map of  Australia and 

notes t h 4  relatively small dot that is Sydney it is . 
mind-nalbing to realise l'ia.t nea t ly  one quarter of 

our total pepnlation is cratiiined irahere, (Actually 

22 per cent noW) .:. . 

" grand yet feasible plans for Our future? 
. 

/ 
' Where are our visionaries'? 

What about, very fast trains; decentralisation 

Sadly, one earmot help but feel that the pol ical 

/ 
, 

claWs has allowed itself to become flooded with 

intellectual pyginies. 
, 

Our politicians Seem to have lost, their creativity, i 

imagination and vigour. Elebtors wake up! 1 

Dr lean Leyendekkers, Caringaah 1 
1 
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By Jim GaInsfor4 
. 

A PROPOSAL to' $ e northern 
- section Of Elotter4 ,..„.opposite 

Cromilla Golf a four-storey 
(16 Metre); ) , . ! 7 '  i1-f mks has 

- been Scrapped. 
The four-storey0‘ing • ropnsal 

was part of the 4raft'SuI f giand 
shire.dOthicikiti60,L-OVirt6ii.tal 
Plan CLEI1V",' 

But this'46ek Sutherland Shire 
mayor Kent lptins_sai4_thepillps1,- 
would : ilorT.04,d14-de47-4p'''Me 
draft LEP, 

COUncillcif ' i ik t i tp l ik id '  having 
heard the -views o r  the community 

Creti 
fro4 
feedPr on the matter he now understood 

the the plan to rezoi • egarea was 
"wrong and le" to 
the Owners of nearbtpiOPertieS. 

" r  have .moved to have 
. 
this ele-ment. 

On HItt_ed,frettiligtif6. Vans, 
and instead 
precinct of larger-scale single dwell-.in 

os and toymhouges, allowing a 
floor space race of o.71 and ...a nine-Metre-high 

limit, which I believe is 
more in keeping with the residents' 
aspirations for the locality," he said. 

He announced the news in a may-oral m i n d * *  the December ID 
colmotLine 

d i  K o s . .  there had also beeiif 
incorrect • 1,10., :tiftgiventO ral; 
iderits. iriAetaeleoWttie- that the 
council was supporting a residen.tial' 
f i g  PWAinft*b 

"This ha ge T '  cousidahl 
community ans. I it e a  - 

"This concept waS no t  endorsed 
by the council and does not  form 
part of the draft Plat?' ." 
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SUTHERLAND Shire ratepayers 
— will have to bear an "immense" 

cost for generations if the state 
government goes ahead with its 
decision to include the West 
Menai development in the 
Potential Homesites program. 

Landowners were asked to 
nominate large sites for the 
program that could be 
developed for housing within 
three years at no additional cost 
to government. 

Planning Minister Brad Haz-zard 
announced on March 16 

that Gandangara Local Ahort--._ 
ginal Land Council's If#04., 
Menai proposal was 
seven sites in N zt`17:1-4-- 
included in the program, 
had the combined potential to 
provide 15,850 dwellings. 

Sutherland Shire Council has 
made repeated strong submis-sions 

to the state government. 
identifying fundamental weak-nesses 

in the proposal, includ-ing 
its potential exposure to 

bushfire hazards. 
In additioli, thollaArt 

ity Zone permits.'siogle dWell-ings, 
dual occupancy and 

multi-dwelling housing such as 
townhouses and villas. 

The design o f  the pr•Posed 
area will also result in excessive 
ongoing costs to the council 
due to road design, stormwater 
management and bushfire haz-ard 

protection. 
The council decided this week 

Minis-ter 
to to highlight its concerns 

with the planned urban release 
area at West Menai in an attempt to secure the best out-come 

for residents. 
"The cost to council will be 

immense," Councillor Peter 
Toweli said. 

"The mere fact that there can 
be 2000 block S completed 
before any contributions need 
to be made for roads leaves this 
development open to never being completed. 

"There is iirivaltz=rifiay 
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Councillor Steve Simpson said 

the Planning Minister had 
made  a mistake by including 
West Merfai in the program. 

"If this goes ahead, then rate-payers 
will be i n  the 

generations:, ' 
- time 4aro 

gc0 
re 3 cal-g -ability to 

maintain the roads and infra-structure 
once this becomes a 

public place." 



• • • 

Log on to have your say 
and read more feedback 
at theleader.cum.au 

Email your letters to 
leaderlefters@ 
fairfaxmedia.com.au 

Write letters to: Your View, The Le 
PO Box 25, Kooarah, NSW, 2217. 
Fax 9588 8887 

Grassroots: Membetikf the new residents' action group Save our Shire. Picture: Chris Lane 

Plea for next generation 
I see the Save Our Shire group (Leader, March 26 
are again complaining about the proposed plarmin 
changes. I can't help but notice from their group 
photo they all seem to be well in advance of 50, 
therefore a big chance they own their homes. The) 
probably worked hard and good luck to them. 

My point is: what about the young people lookini 
to start out and are driven out by ridiculous house 
prices? They end up moving away and their childre 
are lost to our schools and their money to our shops 

The knock-on effect is endless. Do we pander to 
the older generation who want things how they we 
or make some sacrifices and stop the young famil-ies, 

who are the lifeblood of a solid community, le 
ing in droves? 

I want my kids to be able to afford to buy and liv 
in the shire, and the state government's and counci 
plans may be the only way this might happen. The 
are two sides to this story, not just one noisy one. 

Vaughn, Mar 
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destroyed, homes in outlying areas become unaffordable. The council 
has no idea how many families with 
kids, of which there are many, will be 
displaced by unit constniction. Some 
homes are occupied by the elderly 
who wish to age in their-place. 

These residents do not seem to 
matter. Our elderly and our younger 
generation deserve better 

4 .  Balt*, Miranda 

Re the letter "Plea for next genera-tion" (Y)ur View, April 2). Unfortu-nately, 
in some Western societies 

there is inadequate regard given to 
our elders for their experience and 
knowledge. Seniors have experi-enced 

the tough and good times in 
life and know when impending 
actions are unsustainable. 

This senior group are whistle 
blowers warning vs that council - 
actions are destroying our shire. 
Their website saveourshire.org.au 
needs to be carefully studied prior to passing hasty judgment. Do we seri-ously 

want our offspring to be 
stacked up in high-rise units and their 
kids deprived of a backyard? We all 
know that is not their goal. 

Sutherland Shire Council'a LEP 
has mapped out circles 1.6 kilo-metres 

in diameter, where affordable 
homes with backyards are to be sacri-ficed 

for high density,, Many of  these 
homes are brand new. Vnce these are 

Defenejng SOS Hf„, 
Thank you to all of those people who gave tasibeir Sat-urday 

to set up an information stall to inform shire res-idents 
of the draft LEP 2013.1 did not receive my letter 

until March 28. It should have been our animators 
holding information booths like this for the residents. 

I have found the Save Our Shire [SOS] website and 
facebook page extremely helpfuL We need more resid-ents 

in the shire to be like these people. 
Macy, %holmium 

■■■■•■■■••egrollfflAINNINe 

LEP will lead to overcrowding 
I am.disturbed by Sutherland Shire Council's proposed 
T P P  which promotes the prospect of yet further over-development 

in Cronulla and especially South 
Cronulla, which is already suffering from over-crowding. 

If the council proceeds with this plan to allow more 
and more units, Cromilla will end up looking like the 
Gold Coast. 

The big difference being that South Cronulla has 
only two rod& that lead to nowhere. This already 
causes s i . . s a n t  traffic congestion, which will 
only two r• • 
causes si u • 
markedly ina 

Our infrastrt Our infrastrukure is already at capacity and there are 
no prospects for improvement in the foreseeable future. 

Decentralisation not easy 
\ While agreeing with Dr Leyendekkers i : Sydney's population "High-rise not the s lution” (Your View, Apri14), I think Bob Carr (tilt premier) said 10 years ago "Sydney's full" having national parks on both sides and a mountain range (small) at the back the only possible further expan-sion is to areas hie Goulburn or the Central Coast. Decentralisation sounds good but there is very little industry these days to supply the jobs required and withoutjobs nothing much will . • • - i We certainly need one or two major citi•-: on the east coast, it will be no easy job getting then • the stage where they self generate the work and v , vices that people will want to move there. 

Jim Butterfield, Crumb 

Build new access road 
N iss 

A glaring omission from the Sutfi r-land 
Shire mayor's letter nominat. 

proposed changes to zoning and plai 
ring controls is that they do not 
address traffic getting in and out of 
the South Cronulla peninsula. 

Access to the peninsula can be 
gained only via Gerrale and Cronulla 
Streets both of  which are regularly 
"gridlocked" with traffic extending 
back to Kingsway. 

Vehicles often take more than 20 
minutes to go from Kingsway to the 
pedestrian crossings at the station 
and Surf Road. 

That can mean a matter of  life or 
death for emergency vehicles trying 

to save someone's life or put out a - 
fire. The peninsula urgently needs a 
third access road that is not affected 
by pedestrians crossing the roads "en 
masse". 

A road could easily be constructed 
around the perimeter of Tonkin Park 
joining up with Searl Road thereby 
providing an unencumbered route 
from all sections o f  the Shire to Nich-olson 

Parade and the Peninsula. 
. I f  someone were to die as a result of 

an ambulance not getting through in 
time councillors may well remember 
that sitting on their hands on this 
issue might create the perception that 
they have failed to exercise their duty 
of  care toward residents and visitors. 
1 Hank Lean, Cronulla 

I am in my 90s and in my life have seen significant 
changes to CronuLla, which was once an innocent 
seaside village. The desirability o f  living here is 
being eroded and I cannot understand why 

We should stand up and be counted and let the 
council and the state government know what we 
think about this plan. 

Our home is worth saving. 
P Bob Baker, Cronutla / t  / 13 Licat-\ 

Roaas won't keep up / 
Regarding the letter by B. Every (Your View, Aprif 4). 
The newly elected Sutherland Shire Council, with 
their LEP, want to turn Sutherland Shire into a ghetto 
by allowing 12-storey residential flats. Not thinking 
about infrastructure — some roads are already a car 
park The shire needs a lot of  upgrading but not high-rise 

building. We give them an "F'. 
CoomierManinette, Sybarite 

We don't need high-rise 
Please no MOIehigh-rise in South Cronulla. 

What is the matter with the mayor and S 

land Shire Council? 
There is already regular traffic gridlock in • 

Cronulla and an acute lack ofparking. 

On most days! am unable to park my car any-where 

near my unit in Shelley Beach. 

My visitors have to park streets away or just walk 

from the station. 
This is already an intolerable situation winch will 

only get worse if we keep cramming more and 

more people into this confined area with its limited 

road access. 
The attractive easy lifestyle which we enjoy hese 

is worth preserving against the onslaught of  the 
dollar-greedy developers. 

Does anybody care? Is anybody listening? 

Will anybodyhelp? 
John Laddn, South Ca 

Backlash fears 
So "ow" cowril and their 
evenwait out the proper pi 
attempts naxligest and con 
planning .rui havc 

existing rules tf 
- floor space ratios and 

#71Ff.P5_1)F air 

MEIVIZArRIW thWir- te—dtheir 
shire orever? Whatever the 

this amendment is sneaky and undemocratic. 

chair, AdStiketrivIronme Centre 
Jenni Gomiley, 

nt chair ditStike 



High-rise for park By Jim Gainsford 

MORE than 13,000 square metres of public 
open space at Waratah Park, Sutherland, 
could be used for high-rise of up to nine 
storeys under Sutherland Shire Council's draft local environmental plan 2013. 

Waratah Park has also been included in the 
area nominated by the council for an urban activation precinct. This means if approved, planning controls for the park would be handed to the state government. The proposal is included in the draft 

S u t h e r - P l a n  to use public open space for units 
land centre strategy, which is a supporting document of the draft LEP. 

The council voted last year for the potential southern Sutherland development site, which is outlined in the Sutherland centre strategy, to be extended further south to include 13,340 
square metres of Waratah Park, to the bound-ary 

of Sutherland Leisure Centre. 
This has been done at the request of 

M i r - a n d a  RSL Club, which is pursuing a major development of the area. The council also amended all maps in the Sutherland centre strategy to reflect the extension of the potential development area precinct south to the northern edge of the Sutherland Leisure Centre and adopted a maximum height of 30 metres, or nine 
storeys, for this precinct. 

This can be viextfed in the Sutherland centre building heights map in the draft LEP. "It is very hard to spot in the LEP as it doesn't mention anywhere that it includes public open space," Save Our Shire repre-sentative Jean Baluk said. 
"The dangerous precedent is that other clubs or organisations could be looking at rezoning public open space for develop-ment." 

CONTINUE) PAGE 5 
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Planners tti end 
By Murray ll'embath 

PLANNING and Infrastructure Minister Brad 
Hazzard admits it will be "a mighty chal-lenge" 

to get communities involved at an early stage in deciding what sort of develop-ment 
they want in their area. "But we are up for the challenge," he said 

when releasing a white paper and draft legis-lation 
for a radical, new planning system. 

It would see councils and residents jointly 
develop a strategic local plan, under a public 
participation charter. 

Once that was in place, development 
approvals would be "ticked off" quickly, 
without consultation with neighbours, if 
they met the criteria. 

Councils would be encouraged to use social 
media to engage their communities and 

Fast-track approvals 
aim of proposed law 
provide 3D images to help explain plans. 

Mr Hazzard said the aim was, within five 
years, for 80 per cent of development applic-ations 

to either not require approval or to be 
"fast tracked" by a private or council certifier, 
or council planner. 

Most of the remaining applications would 
be dealt with by "independent experts" on regional planning panels, independent hear-ing 

and assessment panels and the Planning 
Assessment Commission. 

Following further public consultation until 
June 28, legislation will be finalised and 

age public input 
introduced into Parliament later this year, Mr 
Hazzard said. 

He has scheduled a meeting with re sentatives of a coalition of con nity 
groups, including several from St George and 
Sutherland Shire, who are opposed to the 
sweeping changes. 

The Nature Conservation Council of NSW 
and Total Environment Centre gave the new system a "failure" mark of 6.5 points out of 15 
after assessing it on 15 criteria. 

However, they were pleased with the public 
participation charter. 

t. per cent of development 
Otto one of three categories 

, 
IM_Proveme, atS•suRn as a bathroom 

fleWcaport,dckorsolarhotwater 
AO need aPPIPval. 

' " ' - 1:09velobrOaat with a low iinPace on nigeillOilta would have to be appreted within 10 
Aa9S O a  private or councitcertifier if it complied with 
the pm-determined rules. Examples included a new house of up to tom i tons and first-floor additions 
• Code assessment Council staff Would deter-mine 

whether an application met codes relating to 
overshadowing, Privacy height and appearance. 
Examples included a development of up to 20 villas 
or town hoUseS. 



splay prompt d 
By Jim Galimford 

SAVE Our Shire has lodged a com-plaint 
with the Department of Plan-ning 

over Sutherland Shire Council's' 
decision to exhibit two local environ-mental 

plans (LEPs) simultaneously. 
The draft LEP 2013 with its 65 zon-ing changes affecting every residen-tial 

lot in the shire has been on exhibition with a closing date for 
comment of May 1. 

But the council also advertised an amendment to its current LF,P 2006 
— known as amendment 20 — and 

then put it on public exhibition too. 
To add to the confusion, both LEPs 

deal with the same matters — changes 
to floor space ratios for family homes, 
reduction in landscaping require-ments 

and new foreshore controls. 
Save Our Shire spokesman Neil 

deNett said the simultaneous exhibi-tion 
of two LEPs was a deliberate 

action by the council to confuse res-idents 
and pre-empt a result for the 

main  exhibition of  the draft 
LEP 2013. 

"Significantly, everything that is in 
amendment 20 is, also contained in 

i 

t.e6)./_? , omplaint 
the draft LEP 2013," Mr deNett said. 

"Both documents  are exactly 
the same. 

"The only reason they are exhibiting 
the amendment 20 LEP 2006 is to get 
the changes through sooner. 

"If amendment 20 is approved, it is 
effective immediately. 

"We believe that this has been a deliberate action by the council to 
confuse residents. 

"Residents would be confused as 
to why the same material is exhib-ited 

at the same time in two differ-ent 
documents. 

"Amendment 20 is designed to 
get an  earlier result  wi th  less 
public scrutiny." 

Sutherland Shire mayor Kent Johns 
said there was no hidden agenda. 

'Amendment 20 is to rectify anom-alies. 
It was never intended to be a comprehensive LEP," he said. 

"It is a localised issue, while the 
draft LEP 2013 is a comprehensive, 
shire-wide document. 

"This is being done with expediency 
but also transparency. 

'And that is why I am advertising 
these issues." 
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'Perceived bias' 
Miranda RSI:s push as the developer to use public 
open spaces for units (Leader, April 18) and Suther-land 

Council's decision to accede to the club's 
request raises an interesting issue. 

Club president Kevin Schreiber, Sutherland 
, Shire's deputy mayor, declared a pecuniary interest' 

in his role as club president, and whenever the mat-ter 
came before the council he did not take part in 

any debate. 
However, as deputy mayor of the majority polit-ical 

party voting to take public land for the benefit 
of the developer, is there not a perceived or appre-hended 

bias? 
Resigning from the council would create at least 

the appearance of an impartial and unprejudiced 
decision. Any vote by the council on the develop-ment 

while the club's president is on the council 
does not create a good image. 

George Miller, Sutherland 

Concrete shire 
"Greening the shire" logos previously adorned Suther-land 

Shire Council vehicles. "Concreting the shire" 
would now be more appropriate. 

Our concrete-promoting shire will have less open 
space if approval is given to the Miranda RSL Club 
proposal to transform parts of Waratah Park Suther-land 

(Leader, April 18) into another nine-storey high-rise 
complex. 

An energy gulping, sunlight deficient, shadow pro-ducing, 
congestion generating, vertical concrete 

jungle. A noise producing living environment for fam-ilies 
where children are cooped up inside with TV 

instead of enjoying healthy outdoor sunshine and 
open space. 

The description "Miranda RSI2' used on the council 
website refers to the limite% liability public company 
"Miranda RSL Sub Branch lub Ltd". 

Its 2012 annual report sho't's that the company 

o p e r - a t e s  a licensed club within thi suburb of Miranda. 
It is not connected with The Returned and Services 

League of Australia Miranda sub-branch, but seems to 
be in a relationship with an unidentified developer. 

In the club's annual report, president Kevin Schreiber 
(also shire deputy mayor) wrote that "it should be one 
of the biggest commercial development undertakings 
of any NSW licensed club to date bar none". 

Sutherland Shire residents need to be active in pre-serving 
our open space way of life. 

We need to write now to council, councillors and 
MPs seeking rejection of this attack on sorely needed 
public open space and existing community 
facility sites. 

J. Brett, Miranda 

Poor planning 
Re the article "High-rise for park" (Leader, April 18). 
Part of good town planning is to break up developed 

areas with a zone of green space. Waratah Park is a 
good example. 

Why pander to developments that represent poor 
planning? The whole of Sydney has poor traffic flows 
because of  poor planning and infrastructure 
which adds to the cost of business and the frustration 
of commuters. 

Glenn Eccleston, Caringbah 

Disclosure missing 
Why would council sell public open space (a finite 
resource) to a developer (Leader, April 18) while 
at the same time pushing for more and more 
high-rise flats? 

Why hasn't this so-called biggest comiemial devel-opment 
of any NSW licensed club been 'ven full dis-closure 
by Sutherland Shire Council? T ank you Save 

Our Shire, and the Leader. I 
Nellie, online 



High-rise agenda hidden 
I viewed with interest the 7.30 Report on the ABC 
profiling the Sutherland Shire's proposed changes to 
zoning and planning controls. 

The easy argument is that the residents of the Suther-land 
Shire overwhelmingly voted for a Liberal domin-ated 
council, so if they don't like what the council is 

doing they will just have to suck it up. 
The Shire Watch group has made the point that the 

Liberal councillors never campaigned on a sweeping 
reform agenda, this has only become apparent post-council 

election. 
If any Sutherland Shire residents wish to see what 

the future will look like, I suggest they take a visit to 
Hurstville —then they can make up their own minds 

- if that is the kind of future they want for the shire. 
\ Mayor Kent Johns declined to be inte 'ewed for the 

program. Quentin Dempster left an open i vitation for 
his response in next Friday's program. 

I'm interested to hear what mayor Johns has to say. 
John Gunn, Janne!! 

447ta 

Hold a p lic debate 
Plans for development (overdevelopment?) by Suther-land 

mayor Kent Johns were proceeding quietly, even secretively, until 10 citizens –the Save Our Shire 
(SOS) group – made public an intended huge leap in 
high-rise development and huge reduction in the 
shire's landscaped area. 

An explosion of protest has followed, reported by 
ABC1's Quentin Dempster on April 27. 

"This means overdevelopment, overcrowding and 
traffic congestion", says SOS, "an end to the leafy-green 

and water-views beauty of our shire, an end to 
what three or four generations of citizens have fought 
to preserve." 

As a long-time resident I am shocked by what SOS 
has uncovered. So much so, indeed, that I am moved to 

take action at once, so I ask mayor Johns to publicly 
debate the issue. 

Remember, the shire's otto has been "greening the 
shire" not "concreting th shire". 

A public debate is the onl ay to go. Will mayor Johns front up, or will he e ade? He must know he 
is being talked of as wanting to create a 
developers' paradise. 

My claim to be a representative citizen is based on data that! reluctantly mention: over 60 years in the 
shire, one of the ex-AIF wave of settlers, built my own 
home at Como, always active in community groups 
such as progress associations, often a writer on shire 
history, a secondary teacher for 12 years, OAM for 
services to the environment, twice Citizen of the Year 
(1995,2010), founder of Sutherland Shire Environ-ment 

Centre in 1991. 
Come on, mayor Johns, will you publicly defend 

what you are doing? 
R.D. (Bob) Waishe, Jannali 

Leave us alone 
Phew, mayor Kent Johns is hopefully not far off 
leaving us for federal politics since his preselection 
for Werriwa, Oie would have to question his sincer-ity 

and dedicatip to the shire in view of this move. 
There will be a r e a t  many hoping this means we don't now have tc1ontinue with his unelected 

agenda of concreting the sky across the shire. 
I mean who was he really doing this for? Nomin-ating 

large tracts of our shire to be developed with-out 
our consultation, without improving our 

transport infrastructure and without affordable 
housing for our shire's younger generation. 

Do us a favour: please go early, focus on your 
new job and leave us alone. 

Ban*, Como 

1 

Amenity sacrificed 
This Liberal-dominated council has betrayed the 
people of the Sutherland Shire who trusted them to 
deliver environmental outcomes that would be a balance in trying to accommodate a growing popu-lation 

and support an already fragile environment. 
This council has doubled the targets set by the 

state government for high-density dwellings thus 
reducing the overall tree canopy and landscaped 
areas which are the lifeline of  our community. 

Why take these drastic measures? We need 
transparency and full disclosure from this 
Liberal-dominated council. 

Shame on this mayor and his mates for 
attempting to destroy the amenity of this beauti-ful 

part of the world. 
Jennifer Fitzgerald, Cronulla 
/ 

PI erns 
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While the LDP for the Cronulla area is perhaps in 

the long-term interest of the development of the 
area, there appears to be some concern associated 
with the building heights. 

Why has the mall area been subjected to height 
development of up to five floors on the eastern side, 
and to that same height on some of the western side? 

Also, what consideration has been given to addi-tional 
parking spaces for the additional,population, 

and also what consideratiqnslibe been made for 
increased traffic floiitkô, in and around the 
Cronulla road system as well as exit measures from 
Cronulla by road due to increased vehicle usage. 

The mall is dependcnt on sunshine, and the 
increased building heights of the mall may cause 
excessive shadowing in the mall. 

By all means;look to the future, but please let's 
not have Manhattan in Cronulla. Let temperance 
be the rule of our development, not an overindul-gence 

of creating population towers. 
Glenn Glese,Cronulla 

tt3F. 

Your 
View/ 

Appalled by rezoning plan 
While our attention will be diverted to Canberra 
and Treasurer Swan's latest deficit effort, Suther-land 

Shire Council will be conducting a public 
hearing to determine whether the Entertainment 
Centre site should be rezoned from community to 
operational land usage. The only reference to this 
meeting was a few weeks ago buried away in the 
council notices. 

It is now listed on the council's website without 
any information as to the intention or an agenda. 

The notice identified the site by address only, 30 
Eton Street, not by its current usage. Are they try-ing 

to slip something through? 
Is Sutherland Shire Council preparing to sacri-fice 

more of our precious community land for the 
few greedy developers who plan to turn the shire 
into Manhattan in the south? What is next? 
Developer sponsorship of council's meetings? 

As a Sutherland Shire resident and ratepayer of 
30 years I am appalled at such consideration being 
given by our council to rezone the land on which 
sits a jewel of the shire. With my family I have 
attended countless concerts at the centre and been 
very grateful it was so affordable and close to our 

IWme. 
Make your feelings known. Contact Sutherland 

Council on 9710 0333 and voice your opinion. 
Better yet, attend the meeting on May 14. 

Connie, Heatheob 



l o c a l  ... 

Co_uncil backs away Department of Planning and Infrastructure so withdrawal by the council of its nomination Mr Annesley sough a briefing from the Mr Speakman said he 
als\o 

upported the 
a 

, By Jim Gainsford 

TWO shire Liberal MPs have stepped in to he could be fully aware of the direction this of a Miranda-Caringbah urban activation ensure planning decisions for Miranda and Caringbah are retained locally rather than from Miranda proposal activation precinct would lead the local area. precinct. "Mr Annesley during our discussions made "Once the Department of Planning and Sutherland Shire Council offering them to the his position very clear that at the present time Infrastructure received the nomination in state government. Under the proposal, the council would hand he could not support the activation precinct March, I obtained my own briefing from the Miranda MP Graham Annesley, the Sports planning controls over these areas to the state and I respect that position." department and expressed my serious Minister, said he could not support the coun- government in exchange for infrastructure Mr Annesley said he understood the need to concerns about the current proposal to the cirs proposal to nominate Miranda- funding. cater for future housing requirements in the mayor and a number of couoillors." ci) 

He was backed by Cronulla MP Mark nomination of Miranda as an activation "But my preference is that we do that withdraw its nomination of Sutherland, 
controversial Urban Activation Precincts. meeting, mayor Kent Johns said the to stay living in the area. Steinwall called on the Council to also 
Caringbah as one of the state government's In a mayoral minute at this week's council shire, particularly for young people who want Sutherland Shire Labor cobncillor Diedree 

Speakman, who expressed "serious concerns" precinct has caused "significant concern" for through the normal planning processes with Kirrawee and Loftus as an Urban Activation over the proposal to the mayor and a number some residents and been withdrawn. of councillors. council rather than handing powers over Precinct in view of Mr Annesley's stated "These concerns were further [stressed] by without local control," he said. concerns about the possible impact on The council nominated two areas of the the Member for Miranda Graham Annesley "We campaigned on handing planning Miranda. shire for urban activation precincts, one for who requested I meet with him to discuss the controls back to local councils. "It is quite significant that a state Miranda-Caringbah and the other for precinct, the timing of the request and the "And it's my clear preference that these government minister is worried about Urban Sutherland-Kirrawee-Loftus. possible impacts," Cr Johns said. decisions are made locally" Activation Precincts," she said. 
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Change tilted 
for planning 

'ming lane call 
I just me or does the traffic coming home at night flit Taren Point Road become needlessly congested 

lenrs 
continually blocking the left-turn lane into lain Cook Drive? It seems like an easy solution to ake all of the left-turn lane "Left Turn Only". 

present, a huge traffic jam builds up back towards ridge as drivers continuing south try and get 

Iitoa 
few car spaces by pulling into the left lane and 

ng the traffic flowing towards Cronulla. The continuing south on Taren Point Road already 
other lanes. There is little more infuriating 

. 
Dying someone inconsiderately pull in front at ' t second, blocking the entire left lane. 

Rod Clarke, Cronulla 

ffic getting worse 
in Bangor and travelling east each morning to 

eking a mark 
Re "Call to introduce 'deter-mined' 

parking" (Leader, 
May 9). I have written about 
this exact problem for years 
now. One idea was to intro-duce 

angular parking for 
example, along the extent of 
Parramatta Street on one side, 
as the street is a wide enough 
thoroughfare and could easily 
be line-marked. 

Peter Tee, online comment 
I can see it now. Monday, 
council workmen paint white 
lines for designated parking. 
Tuesday, council parking 
officers issuing parking tick-ets 

for vehicle being six 

work has become a nightmare. Any time between 8.15am and 8.30am the traffic jam starts at Yala Road and does not clear until you get past Tynans corner at Sutherland. 
Can someone at Sutherland Shire Council please explain why we need such a wide garden bed in the middle of the Old Princes Highway, Sutherland, between Glencoe and Auburn streets? We go from two lanes and one merging lane to two lanes and back to three lanes and one turning lane at lYnans corner at Sutherland. The traffic every morning is horrendous. It now takes me 40 minutes to get from Bangor to Caringbah. 

, J 
/6/ 

Build a bridge 
Sue, Bangor 

I refer to John Briggs' letter "Pressure on roads" (Your View, March 26). 
Not only are John's comments valid in regard to 

inches over white line. 
WillyWatt, online comment 

The problem is all units need 
to have at least two car spaces. Many of the streets are parked 
out because most unit owners (couples, families or those 
sharing) own two cars so one has to go in the street. 

Fussos, online comment 

They have done this local to 
where I am and the parking 
spots struggle to fit a Corolla 
in them, let alone anything 
else. 

Bird, online comment 

A sensible and cheap solution. 
Nick, online comment 

Captain Cook Bridge and Taren Point Road, the same applies to Tom Uglys, and with the further develop-ment 
of the Greenhills Beach precinct plus the Sharks development coming on line, the traffic problems are only going to be exacerbated — especially as there is only one entry/exit to the Kumell peninsula. This latter problem could lead to a major disaster in future years. I would think that this is an area the government's infrastructure committee should be researching, with the view of having a bridge linking Kurnell to La Perouse. While I can understand the cost factor of such a project would be substantial, the cost of doing nothing will be much worse in the long run. Such an option, if linked up with Anzac Parade, would allow southbound traffic a further route out of the city as well as lessening the burden on both Captain Cook and Tom Uglys bridges. This would also allow the res-idents of these new developments on the peninsula to have an alterative route out of their area. 

lain Winton, South Cadngbah 

y Murray Trembath 

OMMUNITY groups have _ . ...... 
ailed on the state government More time has been allowed 

o make "real and meaningful for public comment on the 
changes" to the proposed new state government's new draft 
planning system. 

The appeal came after a Sydney. 
metropolitan strategy for . 

forum at NSW Parliament Planning and infrastructure 
House organised by Better MinisterBrad Hazzard said 
Planning Network, comprising the formal exhibition period 
more than  350 community ,„.haciteen extended until 
groups including several in St ,,)une,28, coinciding with 
George and Sutherland Shire. . su.',I, :,,,. ions on the planning 

Spokeswoman Corinne 
Fisher said Planning and Infra- .',. v,i)t 

; i : rd said consultation 
structure Minister Brad Haz-zard 

"needs to make real and 
:,;.nitinue through an '411.,40Mimignon 

meaningful changes as a result 
of the government's consulta-tion 

process, and not  just pay ,j 
Y e  ' C lui.anurit of technical 

it lip-service". working groups and a panel 
Ms Fisher said changes were comprising up to 1200 

particularly necessary in com-munity 
engagement in devel-opment 
applications. Details; planning. 

"Within five years neigh- asw.gotau/sydney. 
hours will only have a right to 
comment  on  20 per  cent of 
development applications in 
their neighbourhood," she 

, 
said. Have your say i "People are also angry at the 

, restrictions on objector appeal -,----' 

rights, because these are seen 
as grossly unfair when developers appear to be able to objec 
at will os.a.zazigQ of planning and development decisions.' 

Ms Fisher said other concerns included the minister haviril 
the right to alter strategic plans, including local plans, withou 
further community consultation a n d  the risk of corruption. 

More time has been allowed 
for public comment on the 
state government's new draft 
metropolitan strategy for 
Sydney. 
Planning and Infrastructure 
Minister Brad Hazzard said 
the formal exhibition period 

,,had been extended until 
:Jtine 28, coinciding with 

ions on the planning 
• per. 

x rd said consultation 
:,,,M;inue through an 

tl?sf,t campaign on 
::5"caaVi's, including a 

11,40 .4 ish guide", the 
'da,:lopmerit of technical 
working groups and a panel 
comprising up to 1200 
community members. 

Details; planning. 
nsw.gov.au/sytiney- 



)ff our e 
ad Entertainment Centre – re-classified: 
tut centre land use under review (Leader, 

al worry: that Sutherland Entertainment 
be turned over to some use other than the 
arge community facility for performances 
herings. 
in the shire fulfils this role? 

; for money to be increasingly set aside by 
hire Council to upgrade this facility — 
) be disposed of  for some alternative pur-, 
residential development and/or shops/ 

s of Sutherland Shire we need to be 
t that what makes an area a high-quality 
S not just good coffee shops and beautiful 
most important attribute is a sense of 

dcomes letters to the editor., • 
our letirge,to about 200 words. 
daidirrie phone number for 
Letters may be cut for space, 
d reakint. Anonymous letters 
tbilshed. Preference will be 
;Is which allow publication of 
le and suburb. 

3's future 
e with Hank Laan's concerns (Your 
about getting traffic in an out of 

alla peninsula. 
ern cannot be widened and I don't 
der Cronulla coming any time soon. 
'ark area seems the only solution I 

d Shire Council reclaiming the 
f Gunnamatta Bay with similar con-!ir 

widening of the road between the , 
s Club and Eloura Road. 

)-lane road could link Tonkin Street 

r Road, thence leading onto 
t 

Road. In nay view Searl Road and 

it at the railway underpass is already P, 
■ 

tf the former Fisheries site will be 
proposals result in additional traffic ! 

problems at south Cronulla_ We will ' 

the usual range of touristy attractions 

: how many cappuccino machines can , 
port? In my view all the buildings on 
Id be demolisheâtandthe area 
rass and trees. 

i. icksbank, Cronulla 

Fey concern 
to are interested in what development 

n the shire. A development application 
therland Shire Council for a six-storey 
t Gymea. It will be at Kingsway and 
treetNorth where at the moment two 
d. If it goes ahead the look of Gymea 

• change and not for the better. 
B. Watson, Gymea 

Sutherland Entertainment Centre has long played a 
vital part in building and maintaining "community" 
in the shire. 

Let's ensure that it continues to be available as the 
unique place in the shire, to fulfil its role for school 
entertainment events, performances by recognised 
Australian entertainers, Seniors Week specials, John 
Franklin Christmas lunch and so very much more. 

Hands off our entertainment centre, except to 
upgrade it as a community space! 

."1 I Sizabeth Pemberton, Janne!! z3 l i d o e n n e : a t  beth Pembertm 

Club e I ()Nosed 

pany? Who stands to gain financially frojJhe devel-opment? 

The land in question i s p a p f a  atge triangle 
bounded by Rawson Paraile [old Princes Highway}, 
Acacia Road bypass and the railway line. 

This area, with the exception of a couple of  small 
house blocks, is all recreation area, i.e. bike track, 
football fields, athletic fields, swimming pool com-plex, 

PCYC, beekeepers club etc. 
As the shire's population increases there will be an 

increasing demand for recreational areas. The shire 
has already lost some playing fields at the harks 

4 development: we must not lose any more. 
The proposed development would massive 

Iffisigenhians with the limited vehicl 
_ ccess under Re the proposed development of the RIAltielfti 

club site at Waratah Park, Sutherland, by Wm rifalni 
(Leader, April 18). 

I would like to give support to the letter by George 
Capsis (Your View, May 16). Is Miranda RSL Club a 
club for the members or a pseudo development corn-Property 

glut I 27/. 
current panic theme being espoused by gov-ern 
ient authorities is we are desperately short of 

pro - . N thing could be further from the truth. 
We are about to see a proliferation of home units 

appear on the Sydney market early to mid 2014. 
From the Sutherland Shire through to the north, 

east and particularly inner-western suburbs there 
will be an oversupply of rental apartments. Liter-ally 

thousands ofunits have been sold off plan to 
Asian and local investors. 

Securing a tenant will be the next major hurdle 
for owners and agents. 

Councils and planners have jumped on the band-wagon 
increasing heights and allowable floor-space 

ratios, which will ensure ever declining 
standards in a once beautiful and stylish city. 

There is going to be a huge price to pay for such 
'nrisguided progress. Vies, Crenulla Soot 

have the use of the 
rtmonev on 

ents. Where will they go? 
John Lawes, thays Point 

3 

Stop development 
The lengthy attempt by Councillor Croucher to 
justify sudden huge development in the Shire fails 
to convince (Your View, May 9). 

First, because he presumes that only such devel-opment 
will guarantee "jobs and homes" to resid-ents' 

children; but such an objective has never 
before been taken seriously as a council problem. 

Our children have always made up their own 
minds, and life has determined their individual 
choices, whether to live near or fat 

Second, he laments as "irresponsible" that 
"neighbouring councils" will have to "make provi-sion 

for our children". They never have in the past; 
nor have we for their children. Let a natural two-way 

traffic continue. 
Third, he wants very high-rise around rail 

centres, to discourage car use. Surely we've had 
enough experience of that kind ofhigh-rise? 

Anyway, by greatly increasing the shire's popula-tion, 
as his proposals will do, car use will rise 

(everybody wants one) thus defeating his intention 
from the outset 

am in full agreement about the shire's dire need 
of "aged care centres", but that won't be achieved 
by in etuasing our population numbers. 

There has been shire development for over a cen-tury, 
and it has been acceptable when it has been 

gradual, well-planned and notified locally. 
The council's proposals are bringing joy to big 

dgelopers, but will only bring congestion and 
increased rates to the rest of us. 

Far from helping our young people, the propos-als 
will confront the young with stiffer property 

values. 

Let's see Rockdale, Hurstville, Wolli Creek as 
warnings against the debilitating effects of 
unbridled high-rise development And let's honour 
past generations' battles to "keep the shire green 
and its water views unobstructed". 

Bob Walshe,Jamali 

Precinct needed 
The decision by Sutherland Shire mayor Kent 
Johns to withdraw Miranda as an activation pre-cinct 

must, in the minds of many, be viewed as a 
deal done among Liberal mates — Annesley, 
Speakman and Johns. 

Mr Armesley apparently said he could not sup-port 
the council's proposal to nominate Miranda-Caringbah 

as one of the state government's contro-versial 
urban activation precincts. 

So why is it OK to allow Sutherland-Kirrawee to 
remain one of the state government controversial 
UAPs? 

Mr Annesley states: "We campaigned on hand-ing 
planning back to local councils, and it's my 

clear preference these decisions are made locally". 
So local decisions only extend to Miranda-Caringbah 

and bugger the rest of  the shire! 
Mr Speakman expressed "serious concerns". 
What, those concerns don't exist in Sutherland-Kinawee? 

In my mind this whole issue of  UAPs and how it 
has been dealt with by Cr Johns and his party faith-ful 

is a real concern. 
Mr Johns, Liberal candidate in the forthcoming 

federal election, is this how the Libs will do busi-ness 
if they form government? 

Garry Dunne, Kinarree 

Traffic nightmare 
I agree with Sue of  Bangor "Traffic getting 
worse" (Your View, May 16). As soon as the 
Bangor bypass was finished, it used to be a bril-liant 

run all the way to Sutherland. H er, about 
a year later, as soon as you approach le merge of 
traffic from Bangor, the traffic just es to a stop 
from there all the way to Sutherlan I believe it 
has something to do with the lights at Acacia Road 
and Princes Highway at Sutherland but would love 
if Sutherland Shire Council and the RMS could 
look into it. 

Paula, Menai 
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THE proposed Urban Activation Precinct (UAP) has been described by Sutherland Shire Council as the future of the region but residents of Kurrajong Street, Sutherland, say it is a ticking time bomb hurled by the council into the middle of ' their street. 
Parts of  Sutherland,... Kirrawee and  'Loftus have been .(Z..) 

nominated by the council to become a UAP where, if accepted by the state government, planning controls are handed over to Planning NSW in exchange for infrastructure funding. But Kurrajong Street residents said their homes have been incorporated into the UAP without their knowledge or consent. 
"It would seem the council forgot to ask its residents," said long-term Kurrajong Street resident Karen Hughes. The council has said it would receive about $5 million in infrastructure funding in exchange for handing over planning 

powers of Sutherland, ICirrawee and Loftus. 
But Mrs Hughes said she has heard that the final amount will 

Plannirig Control move sparks development fears 
really depend ori thennunther &flats t h a t  Are built in the area, "We have nightniares of our houses being bulldozed," Mrs Hughes said. 

"The elderly are upset and worried. The anger is so thick it is tangible. 
"Some are suffering ill health, psychological pain and anguish due to the spectre and the unknown of the UAP." One resident, who did not want to be identified, said the first she heard about the proposed UAP was when she received a letter from a developer saying it wanted to visit and speak with her about purchasing her property, 

CONTINUED PAGE 4 
Rising anger: Residents of Kurrajong Street, Sutherland, say the con& is trying to hand over planning controls over their street to the state government without their consent. Pictures: Lisa McMahon 

ARIE and Sheridan de Gruiter have 
lived In Kurralong Street for 35 
years. 
They have raised their family here 
and Mrs de Gruiter (pictured) has 
been disabled for 25 years and is 
confined to a wheelchair. 
"This is my home and my lifer she 
said. "All my memories are bare 
and they want to take It from Me. 
"We have made our house wheel-chair 

friendly. This is a home, not a house. Now do you replace a 35-year-old garden? 4 
"We are too old and too sick to ■ 
move. I'm sick and tired of this , council and this state government. 
"Why do we vote them in when they 
don't represent us?" 
Mr de Gruiter said while they 
received a letter informing them 
about the rezoning under the new t LER they still had not been offl-Wally 

informed that their street has \, 
been included In the proposed 
Urban Activation Precinct. trow., 
"it seems it has become a 
communist state where people 
have no choices," he said. 

t 

3 

EMS 
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By ilm Galnsford P n i  ortnil rt;rrict ;et'. yr./NI/wt.-a netri.h.e. By ilm Galnsford 
SUTHERLAND Shire residents have endured 
"repeated hits" from the council with endless 
planning changes, a councillor said last week. 

Labor councillor Diedree Steinwall unsuc-cessfully 
called for the council to withdraw its 

submission to the Department o f  Infrastruc-ture 
and Planning on  the draft Metro Strategy 

The strategy aims to accommodate an extra 
1.6 million residents across Sydney by 2031. 

In its submission, the council said Suther-land's 
potential to accommodate some o f  this 

increased population was underestimated and 
the area should seek to take more. 

Cr Steinwall is concerned about the council's 
comment in its submission that "Sutherland 

tratugy UHUVI'Ullid111101119C 
/5 Council aims for regional centre at utherland gyvevorwsdteninewveaur geoesanndotnwevanertwtoankeexil 

could make a greater contribution" to the 
metro strategy and that "Sutherland Shire can 
deliver more housing opportunities". 

"The whole thing is about furthering greater 
development in the area. I don't know what the 
residents have done to deserve this," she said. 

"The residents have taken repeated hits from 
the council with the draft Local Environmental 
Plan, the Urban Activation Precinct, the pro-posed 

development for part o f  Waratah Park 
and the change of  classification o f  the Suther-land 

Entertainment Centre, from community 
to operational land. 

"It seems to m e  that Sutherland residents 

have been continually hit by all these things. 
"I don't think it is necessary that we  also say 

in the Metro Strategy that w e  want more." 
, But mayor Kent Johns was quick to disagree. 

"It is council's wish that Sutherland become a 
regional centre," councillor Johns said. 

The Metro Strategy forecasts jobs growth for 
the shire at 7 per cent over the next 20 years, 
while for some parts o f  Sydney the forecast is 
27 per cent, h e  said. 

"If Cr Steinwall believes that below-average 
employment growth is something we  should 
offer to our kids, then she should tell her con-stituents," 

he said. "We are here for economic 

growth. Cr Steinwall does not want to keep up. 

, 
"We would never b e  and never want to be 

another Hurstville. But w e  could b e  a techno-logical 
growth area and our kids will not  have 

to travel outside o f  the shire for university or 
affordable housing. 

"That's our vision here. It is not always a vision 
that is shared. But if we do not look at growth 
then other regions will get the opportunities." 

Deputy mayor Kevin Schreiber said 86,000 
people left the shire for work each day. 

"We have got to have jobs and got to have 
plans for people to live here," h e  said. 

But Cr Steinwall said: "The council is saying 
l e t  the developers in and they will build high 
density and miraculously it will create jobs'. 

"There is no talk about infrastructure." 

RSL Club's plear 
We are indebted to G rge Capsis for reviving 
discussion o f  Mirao a RSL Club's plans for a 
multi-storey development on publicly-owned 
land near Waratah Park, Sutherland, including 
the PCYC building (Your View, May 16). 

It is not the case, however, that the club has so 
much money it can undertake such a venture. 
On the contrary, its finances are not in great 
shape. '....n. 

The strategy fits neatly into the O'Farrell 
',...,,..„ government's policy, contrary to its pre-11 

lection commitmentsof  attracting major 

' developments and inviting proposals which 
N'''.......,4w:uld get sympathetic treatment in cabinet 

'thout the hindrance o f  proper community 
consultation, 

And it has the blessing o f  all the local Liberal 
Party functionaries: the shire council, four state 
MPs and the RSL Club's president, deputy 
mayor Cr Kevin Schreiber, 

As  Sydney's population grows by 1000 a 
week the need to retain public land for present 
and future public requirements such as health, 
recreation, social and cultural purposes 
increases correspondingly. 

There is certainly no case for public assets to 
be alienated in order to prop up a private club. 

Only a storm o f  protests could offer any hope 
o f  r -ection o f  this unconscionable scheme. 

It : hould be emphasised, too, that Miranda 
RSL sub-branch, an entirely separate and 
resp cted organisation, has no connection with 
the club except as a tenant and has no part in 
this scheme. 
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eveloOrnen 
I By ?Away Trembath 

ANGER over recent development moves by Sutherland Shire Council and decisions by "independent" panels spilled over into a forum 
at Cronulla oaproposed new planning laws. The fo m was attended by about 70 people, several whom vented their feelings about a range matters, including the draft local enviro ental plan, urban activation pre-cincts, Sutherland Entertainment Centre, Kareela Shopping Centre, Sylvania Marina and the C.ronulla Sharks development. 
One speaker said he didn't get any informa-tion 

from the council and the only way he knew what was going on was by reading the Leader: Senior Department of  Planning and Infra-structure 
officers, who conducted the meeting, repeatedly had to bring discussion back to changes outlined in the white paper, upon which the new planning system will be based. The meeting was told legislation would be 

unite 
introduced in the spring session of Parliament 
and elements of the new System would pro-gressively be introduced from early next year. Asked about the council's plans for an urban activation precinct covering Sutherland, Mu-awee 

and Loftus, a departmental officer said it would take time for the new system to be fully implemented and development needed to con-tinue in the meantime. 
The officials said they had to "find new ways" 

to engage the community in preparing stra-tegic plans for their areas, which is a corner-stone of  the new system. 
The department was looking at how this was done overseas and by some NSW councils and 

was recruiting people with expertise in this 
area. 

„ fk,meedng heard: • f ' ; -  plans would Cover all le(luirernenk and 
. - t a l l y  binding. 

. ' . e  Land and 
Envirorient 

• . m t e  government was 
'such aS en-site 

Vaiting in limbo 
"Urban renewal process" by David Roberts 

Your View, June 6). 
I am an "owner left in limbo", in an area pro-esed for urban activation. Like many others state-ride, 

we sit and wait for some l e l e s s  bureaucrat 
decide the fateigour lives and mes. The area cited in thearticle nlaD 122 homes, 
Lai* villas.Manyyoung people, including those 
ith families have already entered the housing 

• Planning informatien Wotilifbe ontin*e,Inter-active 
and accessible 24 hours a day: 

• The private certifier system would be strength-ened in the areas of qualification, enforcement arienerialties. 

ni The make-up of the Planning Aiii0thent 
CommisSion andjointregional planningpanels 
would be revieWed to provide broader 
representation. 

it The make-up of the Planning Assessnient 
Commission andjointregional planningpanels 
would be reviewed to provide broader 
representation. 

market and made their start. Some have built new homes on subdivided land. Few, i f  any, woul be 
considered land rich. 

Council documents suggest the area could e units for young people working in the city 
Do families, the ageing and the elderly not Yiave 

the same need, that is, to be in close proximity to 'transport and services? Do we all want to live in 
units? I think not. 

Do we need to destroy an established area with 
newer housing to create more units? It does not make economic sense. 

Perhaps, David Roberts, a better answer would be 
to petition the government, both state and federal, 
to stop the massive loss o f  new housing being sold 
off to overseas investors. 

Karen Hughes, Sutherland 
ail 

)3/6 //3 
Your View / 

Sutherland's 'heart' 
Re the article "Growth strategy under ehalleng --(Larder, June-6). 

I quite understand councillor Steinwall's obje tions. As Sutherland is a very old area of Sydnt there is quite a bit of history here that should be retained— old hotels, Sutherland Entertaimne. 
Centre, Masonic hall, school of  airs, to name a. I feel very strongly about the entertainment 
centre and ifit were to go I really feel Sutherlan will have lost its heart. 

While "it is councn wish to become a regica centre" it may not be the wish of others. 
An important issue hie a should go to all re idents in the form of a ‘onnaire. 
Not good enough 4 or Johns! 

• hicia Rasmussen, Sutherl 

j f r 3  
allow modifications, but does not 

4--E-41-17 kirt— 
Council should reconsider the nom-provide 

the opportunity to reject I ination o f  Sutherland, Loftus, and 
the scheme. Kirrawee and withdraw it 

pt out of precinct 
le article "Owners left in limbo" 
ender. May 30) is about the very real 
ncem of affected residents as to the 
Lure of  their homes. 
t is a hurnan story . ii did not delve 
o the technical de 4: . David Roberts 
nself (Your View, J 6) shows little 
derstanding o f  the . involved 
determine whether an area will be an 
ban Activation Precinct 
'irstly, it would have been the right 
ng to do i f  council had asked the res.- 
nits and wider community if they had 
inted Sutherland, Loftus and 
rrawee to be offered as a precinct 
t y  did not. 
;econdly, the community involve-nit 

comes at a later stage and may 

The City of  Sydney Council, in its 
submission, recommended "before any 
sites or precincts are included in the 
program, there should be consultation 
with local communities and consensus 
reached with the relevant council(s) 
regarding their inclusion". 

Mosman Council also posed the 
option of not proceeding at all. 

Once the process is started you are 
locked in. The state planning depart-ment 

has full control. 
Thirdly, two o f  our Liberal MPs 

made their own inquiries and found 
that they could not support a UAP in 
Miranda-Caringbah. Council with-drew 

the nomination. 

Kirrawee and withdraw it 
Our two other Liberal MPs should 

urge council to do so. 
Hell dettett, Bundeena 

It's 'open slather' 
It is distressing though not surprising to 
read (in "Growth strategy under chal-lenge", 

Leader, June 6) that mayor Kent 
Johns accused another Sutherland Shire 
councillor of  "not wanting to keep up" 
when she challenged the current coun-cil's 

gung-ho approach to development 
in the shire. 

The "open slather" attitude of the 
majority of councillors is the result of 
the strong influence of developers. 

The idea seems to be that any en 
prise which makes money for a 
developer is OK because it gives 
some tradesmqu work for a few 
months, no miter what it does to t 
shire's lifesty . Building a ommodation to crol 
more people fri to the shire won't c 
ate lasting jobs for those extra 
residents. 

We need a council with creative 
ideas both for encouraging enterpr 
which will provide work and for 
ensuring that housing is attractive i 
well-planned, with good amenities 

Hang in there, Cr Steinwall, and 
keep speaking up for us! 

Bruce Hanna, Heathi 



Plans and 'new ways' t i t  / fr, 
Re the article "Development under attack'...N, 
(Leader, Tune 18). 

The officials (planning assessment commis-sion) 
said they had to "find new ways" to 

engage the community in preparing strategic 
plans for the area. 

I was under the impression that this was what 
the meeting was all about: community engage-ment 

and consultation. It appears that the resid-ents 
do not want this LEP, so what part o f  no 

don't they understand? 
Finding "new ways". . . this is to try to con-dition 

the residents into accepting something 
that they do not want. 

The residents are saying that they do not want 
this LEP, but the government appears to be 
g o i n g a d  with it anyway. They call this con-ak 
sultatio . 1 thou t we lived in a democratic society 

, Ron Wilkinson, Caringbah South 
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Council mulls overAire's future 
'‘ 

Jim Gainsford c_l 
E R E  d o e s  t h e  c o u n c i l  w a n t  Sutherland 

S h i r e  t o  b e  in 2036? 
T h i s  i s  t h e  b i g  q u e s t i o n  r a i s e d  i n  a council 

r e p o r t  o n  t h e  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  recently 

r e l e a s e d  d r a f t  M e t r o p o l i t a n  S t r a t e g y  for 

S y d n e y  t o  2031. 

T h e  s t r a t e g y  c a t e r s  f o r  a p o p u l a t i o n  growth 

o f  5 . 6  m i l l i o n  r e s i d e n t s  i n  2 0 3 1 ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  of 

1 . 3  million. 

i t  n o m i n a t e s  s i x  r e g i o n s  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  eco-nomic 
g e o g r a p h y  o f  S y d n e y  w i t h  r e g i o n a l  cit-ies 

i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  " c a p i t a l s "  f o r  f o u r  o f  these 

subregions. 

Sutherland Shire is in the South subregion, 

Regional-city status 
likely for Sutherland 
w h e r e  n o  r e g i o n a l  c i t y  h a s  b e e n  nominated. 

" E i t h e r  H u r s t v i l l e  o r  S u t h e r l a n d  n e e d s  to 

t a k e  t h i s  p o s i t i o n , "  t h e  r e p o r t  says. 
" S u t h e r l a n d  s h o u l d  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  the 

r e g i o n a l  c i t y  o f  t h e  S o u t h  subregion." 

T h e  S o u t h  s u b r e g i o n  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  lowest 

p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  2 0  y e a r s  — 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 p e r  c e n t ,  u p  f r o m  6 0 9 , 0 0 0  to 

6 8 5 , 0 0 0 .  P o p u l a t i o n  f o r e c a s t  f o r  o t h e r  regions 

o f  S y d n e y  r a n g e  f r o m  1 8  t o  3 6  p e r  cent. 

l e t l ,  

or T h e  c o n d i  i a s  t a t e n  a t - t e r m "  v i e w  in 

p l a n n i n g ,  t h e  r e p o r t  said. 

" C o u n c i l ' s  p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n  h a s  essentially 

l o o k e d  t o  r e s o l v e  c u r r e n t  i s s u e s  a n d  concerns 

o f  residents." 

A k e y  d e c i s i o n  f o r  t h e  c o u n c i l  i s  w h e t h e r  it 

w a n t s  t o  c h a n g e  t h i s  a p p r o a c h .  T h e  report 

s u g g e s t s  a number of ways t o  s e e  Sutherland 

b e c o m e  a r e g i o n a l  c e n t r e  ( s e e  p a n e l  right). 

T h e  c o u n c i l  w i l l  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t o  u s e  these 

i d e a s  i n  i t s  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  s t a t e  govern-ment 

o n  t h e  d r a f t  M e t r o p o l i t a n  Strategy. 

Have your say 

ExtenCktilkf, tiatea.toincludeIan1dt0 
the ," t,i Road between Engadine 
AM. I tlstDbedeeIOPedf0ra 

rposes ..011 . 
1,-- • mote the FS corridor to establish regional 
f inks betWeen.the Illawarra and the M5 and Suth-erland's 

role as a transport hub. 
• Designate a Sutherland/Prawee/loters 
e d u c a t i o n  precinct 

• D e s i g n a t e  Lucas Heiggs research and techno-lop 
cluster to expand ANSIO's operational and 

commercial capacity to provide employment. 
a Establish Taren Point Business Padc 
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Proposed itgllif) 

rezpning'V 
umivelcome 
By Jim Gainsford 

. A 
SUTHERLAND Shire CO 14 
has received 2131 sto ,c...., : 
sions including. mot*: .t • 1900 objectioni t o t a l *  ■ a: 
its draft Local EnvirorMlerittil 
Plah (LEP) which putir it 
place zonings--fbr all land in. 
the shire. 

A special meeting of the 
council was due to discuss 
the findings last night. 

The response has prompted 
council staff to recommend 
"significant" changes to the 
draft plan. 

They also called for it to be 
re-exhibited before it is 
referred to the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure 
for approval. 

Key concerns were the pro-posed 
zoning changes, 

multiunit dwellings and the 
implementation of  the 
housing strategy, 

"Many considered that the 
plan does not preserve the 
shire's amenity, the lifestyle 
of residents, or sufficiently 
protect the natural environ-ment," 

according to the 
council report on the public 
exhibitio f the draft LEI?, i 

"Many re conceited [it] 
promotes o erdevelopment." 

But some kibmissions also 
welcomed more develop-mant 

nntantial An d inartmvpd 

submission count 
. ' 

'Ai that 1911 were 
againit various aspects of 
the draft LEP, while 220 had 

no objections. 
There were 538 which 

objected- to the plan in gen-eral 
anc04 that supported it. 

On the issue of loss of local 
planning to the state govern-ment, 

273 submissions were 
against it and none were for. 

Other concerns included: 
loss of lifestyle (648 submis-sions 

against, none for); loss 
of amenity (998 submissions 
against, none for); the three-storey 

heights (742 against, 
none for); changes to floor 
space ratio and landscaped 
area (7E5 submissions 
against, three for); and 
changes to development 
standards including lot size, 
width aftci subdivision (857 
against and five in support). 
The report said the aim was to find a balance between 

growth and amenity. It said 
residents wanted a public 
hearing and longer exhibition 
time for the plan. 

/Th. 

On hold: Councill staff have recommended that Sutherland EntertainiheritCentref,eclaisifloation should be postponed. .7.iifetirre: Chris Lane 

ReconiMendations in the 
'CoundIrrePiirt on the draft LEP: 

Sntiteriand Entertainment 
Contit reclassification: it is 
recOmended tharthe reClassi-, .fiCatlah.from "community"to 
"operatiOnal" be postponed 
until a development application or:cpnceqt plan in line with coMMOnity.expectation for the. 

• sitelsircelVed. 
. „ Warateh'Park(MimndaitSL 

dive-100*M cencePt):. 
Many submissions objected toliftbropbsed zoning, height 

and floor Space ratios (FSR)of 
the site 

/here is a misunderstanding 
the open space had been rezoned in the draft plan to . allot* residentiatflats..:This Is — not the case. Waratali Park 
majot.ains its zone of RE1 Public 
RebYeatibn: the council staff 
report itates. But it recom,- 'mends the iernnval of the 

controls on the landloned RE1 
Public Recreatlenal7lOcated 
north of theleisiirkeentre. 

The propoted;deVelopmerit by 
the Miranda'RSL is located to 
the north of Waratah Park on 
land formerly used as a bowling 
club and currently Usedby the 
Sutherland Croquet Club and 
Sylvarwale Foundation. 

The Miranda RSL club has also made a submission 
seeking an increase In the FSR 
from 1:1 to 3:1 and use of the 
site predominantly for residen-tial 

flat development 
The council report says some 

residential use may be kept, but 
it should be in conjunction with 
levedutationefecIlityothie 
quality aged care, including the 
Sylvanvale:foundetkiii. 

Crown Lands has also made a 
submission supporting an 
Munational comneneht. 

KurmlongStroet,'Sutheriand 
rezoning: There is significant 
comMliOltY 409,ut loss 
of ameriityin the area If It is 
rezoned. It recommends against 
the proposed R4 High Density 
rezoning of Kurrajong Street 
But the council ceeid Proceed 
with, rezoningAionehp Gj@nci 
Parade, Linden Striefandthe 
west of Vermont Street. 

to Wing about revitalisation and 
redevelopment. Submissions 
also pro .,:.,;;:increases in 
buihjihik ; - .-.next to the fore-shoM4 

f, r ',,me objecters stattliglheithey,40 not want 
'Gold Coasttype development 
inCrsintill(C1.,_,,::: 

--'• ' 
. , 

.':4-:''''' ' ,„:- - Pgadkrilif pli4lens boT- " 1 
:iupport'9.04 :ObjeOtesit6 -:":„ - ,,increa4eti(d. tometiet neteit-' 

Caringbah centre: Redevelop-ment 
of sites lathe centre of 

Caringbah as exhibited in the 
plan would result in mop urban 
environment, ineludint some 
loss of views and 'amenityfot 
some existingresidents. 
HOwever, taking a strategic view, 
the centre is considered to be 
an ideal place for some 
Increased density. 

Cronulla centre: Submissions 

pileSions bpttt :Objelitesit6 
ilepelbet poWO t0f#Ake,cy '0.ceqtre. There is 

thetthe'l eNigiUtotey) 
ItgutadnilvifighityAKOern 

.keightiz!._.!,.ectIft-the'tentre,is:;, 
:excesOlikk, , 

ieptiptitended. 
.eltheights .ehtfe be 
reduced fro :metres, ,,tQap 
metre still &IowInix storeys. 
20,0104,0:4614%.1andtat, , . 
Bundeeha: mghieblected to , rezoning of previous Scout land 
at Bundeena to RE2 Private 
Recreation. It recommends it be 
changed to E2 Environmental 
Conservation with "recreation 

10,61911.- 



It did you expect? 
!cl up with residents 

c o m p l a i ‹ - a b o u t  
Suth-Shire 

councillors. 
t did you expect when you voted for them? 
mu really expect a council dominated by the 
I Party to not be the developers' best friend? 
fou expect them to not slash council jobs? 
rou expect them to not stack committees? 
Jou expect them to not bulldoze through 
per-friendly policies? 
,ou expect them to not push high-rise devel-t 
into new areas? 

I did, then at best you were very naïve. 
iii isquote US politi 'an Adlai Stevenson: "It is iugh to have eve intelligent person [in the 

loting for us — e need a majority" 
>in doubt, t ' has to be one o f  the most 
it and divisive councils that the shire has 
d, but they were elected with a huge 

m a j o r - i t y ;  so, thnnks to you, now we're  stuck with them. 
William Hick, Engadine 

Over-development shadow 
Congratulations to Jim Gainsford for his excellent 
coverage of  the draft local environmental plan 2013 (Leader July 30 and August 1). 

It now seems clear that the mayor's grand vision for 
the shire is not shared by the residents. 

Democracy is after all "for the people, by the peo-ple" and this seems to have been forgotten by our Lib-eral 
councillors. 

The mayoral minute last week stated: "Our priority 
is then to focus on the centres and therefore removing the necessity to increase densities in our traditional 
neighbourhood areas of  lower density which are reflective of our unique environment." 

However, the changes to the floor space ratios 
(increased) and the vital landscape areas (decreased) 

in these areas means greater site coverage with bricks awj.iiion,aed concrete. 
With increasing numbers of  multi-unit dwellings 

and huge traffic increases, the word "over-development" 
becomes a horrible reality 

Even the centres with the great increase in heights 
and rezonings all cast a shadow over the shire. 

Dr.lean Leyendeldens, Caringbah 

Progress stymied a l i f ,and/  3 
When anti-development types 'write it their 
sensible development* .styniieriferl5 years, they call it democracy. 

But now thatthecatinerlis fmally -making the neces-sary p k i t e n s u r e  we meet the housing needs for our Mime gem:onions they c r r u p t i o n .  We wouldn't be in thisPosition ifthe s hadn't been so anti-development 
for so lout 

. Vaughn, online comment 

alnsford 

t won't bii°43zi)liedliir now 
iNTS o n  Kurrajong 
i t  Sutherland have 
eprieve with Suther-ire 

Council deciding 
push  ahead with 
rezone their street 
density unde r  its 

cal Environmental 
but this may only be 
try 
d they will be left low 
while lots facing the 
Parade, 68 and  70 
Street and  48 Ver-reet, 

Sutherland, will 
..asiaighdensity - 
nay  be a hollow vic-resident 

said. 
ong Street is still 
h e  area nominated 

by the council as the Suther-land 
Urban Activation Pre-cinct. 

This means planning con-trols 
for the whole area may 

be  handed over to the state 
government in exchange for 
infrastructure funding. 

An estimated 200 residents 
attended a public meeting 
on  July 28 to voice their 
objection to mayor Kent 
Johns over the upzoning of 
Kurrajong Street t o  high 
density-tmdee-the-manneft 
draft LEP 

A Kurrajong Street resident 
said: "It seems the council 
forgot to ask its residents." 

)(nal": CounciJior Phil Blight atthe Caringbah 
wants the public to have a say before any 
acle. 

According to the council 
report  o n  public submis-sions 

to the draft LEP, the 
proximity of  the Kurrajong 
Street precinct to  the Suth-erland 

town centre is suit-able 
for development rising 

from 16 metres, o r  four to 
five storeys, to  20 metres, or 
six storeys. 

But following the commu-nity 
outcry the council has 

scaled down the  area for 
proposed rezoning. 

"Given the level-of-opposi-tion 
to the proposed rezon-ing 

o f  Kurrajong Street to R4 
High Density Residential, it's 
recommended the  council 

Reprieve: Our May 30 story on 
the plight of Kurrajong Street 
residents. 

reconsider the proposed 
rezoning," stated the coun-cil's 

summary on  J.FP 
missions. 

Instead, the area can  be 
divided into two parts, the 
properties facing the (Grand 
Parade) overpass a n d  the 
rest. 

As no  objections were 
received from properties 
facing the overpass it is con-sidered 

"appropriate that at 
this stage only the proper-ties 

facing the overpass be 
rezoned to high density 
zone". 

But the report concludes: 
"If the council's nomination 
o f  Suthetiandiirirrawee 
Centre is agiueOgiftader the 

. 'net 
pro  ne+71,- , ; f t ia l  of - t he  _• eet 

ered 

Councillor fights 16-storey height plan 
170- 

HIGH-RISE of up  to 16 storeys, or 46 metres, would The proposal was one o f  a number of amend-be 
allowed on  the Coles site a t  Willarong Road, ments to the draft LEP given to councillors n s t  over 

Caringbah, under a late amendment to the draft an hour before Monday night's council m g. 
Sutherland Shire LEP. — " C ` P i c i l l s  On-the commer op 

Councillor Phil Phil Blight described the proposal as ities committee, almost revealed some con ential 
"horrific" and called for the proposed building height information about the site before being cautioned 

for the site to be  reduced from 46 metres to 20 metres by the mayor. 
and to be re-exhibited for public comment Cr Blight said a 46-metre development would be 

We should ask the public whether anything like ,50 per  cen t  bigger and  higher than Meriton's 
46 metres, or 15 to 16 storeys, should be  built on the Catalina development on Port Hacking Road. 
site," he said. His amendment was lost and the 46-metre height 

"We are getting these massive heights and densit- proposal for the site was included in the draft LEP 

ies all over the shire, to go on  public exhibition. 
"This is not  sensible development and would be "My point is not to be proscriptive on the height 

opposed by the vast majority of the community" but  to put  it out and see what the public feels is 
Councillor Scott Williams attacked Cr Blight and appropriate," Cr Blight said. 

said he had never mentioned his concerns in rela- "Now they won't get a chance. It will b e  re-tion 
to the height at this site before exhibited but  the decision is that the council will gel 

"That's because I have just found out about it," Cr ahead with 46 metres." 
Blight said. — Gainsford — Gainsford 



elopment rules 'ignored' 
o, no. Our mayor, Kent Johns, is completely 

in asserting Sutherland Shire Council has more 
-Gant things to debate than the principle of adher-.0 

rules ("Council approves unauthorised work", 
.?r July 25). 
Phil Blight pointed out: "This is a developer who 
sour building rules inside out", yet the 
oper, Allen San-mut, [apparently] made the deci-o 

ignore those rules and commence unauthorised 
front construction on his property 
penalty? Mayoral approvaL 

rough lack of  famili you have confused 
;iple, councillor Johns, 'th principal (as 
mcipality). 
.herland S i r e  is apparent'your little fiefdom to 
the rules at your whim. 

Col, Miranda 

Please explain I 1 I 13 
Wish I had known when building our house a while - 
back that we could just have gpxua-elIctt and built, and 
then had the plans approved in retrospect. 

Our plans took more than six months to be passed 
and in that time the cost of the new dwelling went up 
four times. But then of course I'm not Allen Sammut. 
What a farce! His neighbours have every right to 
object. What's the point of lodging a DA when you 
know you're just going to go ahead and disregard it. 

Absolute disgrace. 
Kerrie Trotter, Caringbah South 

No tabloid trash 
As an avid reader of the Leader I find it a wonderfully 
informative publication. 

It keeps residents of  our beautiful shire informed an( 
educated on important issues. 

But I must admit after reading the article "Council 
approves unauthorised work" (Leader, July 25),! was 
confused as to the point of the article. 

Mr Sammut appeared to go through the necessary 
steps to acquire approval for the structure. 

It was consequently given the green light. 
How did this story make its way on to page 3? 
Please can we keep the tabloid journalism out of 

the Leader? 
Use the valuable editorial space for articles that 

enrich the reader's experience. 
Justin Gallagher, address withhel 



Mayor's push 
For high-rise 

Shire Watch Independo • ts councillor Peter Toweil' ; "More than 2060 ,080.10 
made submik ' of them have ' Councillor 
less thatf 
setr& w I 
increased d 
He said, 

strategy 
develo0 

. port COrli 
"The 

the di 
the fututt 
employmeht n = land Shire's r0.4,g'f!Ptl't'''..' 
also trying • k o,, 

qualities of the 
make it such an ear. 0;1' e place to live," he said 
"The council's vision for the 

. future of the shire must integ-rate with the state's vision for Sydney and its role in the global economy. It is an extremely difficult task to get this balance right." 
The amended SSLEP 2013 will be sent to the NSW Department of Planning for 

gateway determination. 
Once received, the depart-ment 

will inform the council of the required exhibition 
. during which the will be Invited to 
.; ;..; eft:Men staff will then --An; a report on the sub-;Ion, 

which will be tabled 
- council, before the final tInded plan is referred to Minister of Planning and • astructure for approval. 

' tietail on the amendments to tht draft LEP 2013 can be found in the meeting and minutes sccfion of the council's website: 

. site 
" i 1V to 

0Mentto the 
an 2013. 

.I=j; r of last-minute 
• ral minute by 

s;,4; eft presented to - ;A030 hour before the 
F riell meeting. 

I mmended that any 
s; o should be deferred. 

Is required to rezone the 4 NSW government legislative 
,also wants to reclassify the 

,.1-1.4,0.1.1j•leent centre at 30 Eton Street tnunity" to "operational" In 
0 with the surrounding land. 

; Or Carmelo Pesce previously said ee61-.' ay the council could improve the •,:lidlIntwas by increasing rates or "investig-.i fotWard with a developer" that 
,na.cost to ratepayers. 

, 'findment by Labor councillor ed ;-71ftWall for the centre to remain class .'• 'acom munity was voted down by councliloit. 
"We received 297 submissions Just on Sutherland Entertainment Centre. Of these, one was for reclassification and 296 against," Cr Steinwall said. 'The entertainment centre needs to be 

"We want to look at a Way to make it viable. We are not selling it. Over my dead body will It be sold." 
Cr Pesci also spoke against Cr Steinwall's amendment. 
Ibis entertainment centre is costing us $500,000 a year to maintain. We need to uperade_it _ _ 'This entertainment centre will stay in 

the community forever; 
Deputy mayor Kevin Schreiber said the 

centre had become a white elephant. 
"By making it operational you are leaving it open to what can be done. It will not be 

sold; he said. 
Cr Steve Simpson said: "We have the 

opportunity to look to a joint venture by making it operational." , Cr Stelnwall's amendment was lost, meaning the proposal to reclassify the land now becomes part of the draft LEP to be re-exhibited. 
Cr Steinwall was also concerned about amendments to increase height levels at three sites in the Sutherland centre from the recommended 30 metres to 40 metres (approximately 13 storeys). 
These are at 40-47 Eton Street, 10-22 Merton Street and 1-3 Oxford Street. "It is very unfair to Sutherland residents to be burdened with such increases in height and density," she said. This amendment was also lost. 

Upgrade needed: Councillor Carmelo Pesce outside Sutherland Entertainment Centre, 
rezoned, it doesn't need to be reclassified, "The entertainment centre is classified 
as community. The community has control 
of it. 

"Once it is reclassified as operational 
that leaves it open to other uses. We 
haven't had the opportunity to discuss 
what we want to do with it. 

"Once we reclassify it as operational it 
doesn't belong to the community and we 
are not just talking about the entertain-ment 

centre but a huge site around Peace 
Park; 

Councillor Phil Blight said the council 

had received hundreds of submissions on the proposal and all said they wanted the 
centre to remain as community. 

"All these people have grave concerns about the reclassification!' he said. "To get an entertainment centre of some standard we are now looking at a 20-storey plan on this site to do it. 
"Until we decide what we will do with It, 

it should remain community; 
But Cr Bruce Walton (independent) 

disagreed. 
"We have said we will not be selling it," 

he said. "In fact we want to improve it. 



LEP opponents dismissed 
Suthe r l and  Sh i r e  C o u n c i l s  m e e t i n g  o n  J u l y  29 

d e b a t e d  a n d  a p p r o v e d  t h e  a m e n d e d  d ra f t  LEP 

2013 .  T h e  p r o p o n e n t  counci l lo rs  d i smis sed  the 

v a l u e  o f  t h e  2 0 0 0 - o d d  submiss ions  f r o m  residents, 

deba t i ng  o n l y  l o b b i e d p i e c e m e a l  amendments, 

s o m e  f o r  m o r e  development 
However ,  n o t  d e b a t e d  w a s  t h e  recommended 

g e n e r a l  8 .5 -me t r e  l imi t  he igh t ,  o n l y  s l ight ly  down 

f r o m  t h e  or ig ina l ly  p r o p o s e d  9 - m e t r e  height ,  for 

t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  shire 's  low-dens i ty  resident ial  area. 
Counc i l ' s  a t t e l  jus t i f ica t ion:  " I t  i s  recog-nised 

t h a t  a n  8 . 5 - m  -1-.-..11,fding enve lope  w i t h  no 
p i t c h e d  r o o f  w i l l  a l s o  c rea te  overshadowing; 

however ,  a n  8 .5 -me t r e  b u i l d i n g  enve lope  d o e s  not 

comfo r t ab ly  f i t  a three-s torey bui ld ing ,  a n d  is 

the re fore  l e s s  l ike ly  t o  occur." 
R e l i a n c e  o n  " l e s s  l ikely t o  o c c u r "  is n o  comfort. 

James Madachlan, JannaIl 

stocked (P?// 
I a t t ended  t h e  Suther land  Sh i re  Counci l  m e e t i n g  on 
M o n d a y  n igh t  a l o n g  w i t h  m y  mother.  W e  stayed 

l o n g  e n o u g h  t o  b e  cer ta in  t h a t  t h e  major i ty  o f  coun-cillors, 
l ed  b y  t h e  mayor,  w e r e  ignoring the  b u l k  of 

submiss ions  regarding t h e  LET) 2013. 

T h e  council lors  w e r e  a lso  ignor ing  t h e  staff's 

recommendat ions .  T h i s  w a s  qui te  a shocking  spec-tacle 
f o r  me. 

, 
l a m  a I7-year-old  deny t a n d  d i d  n o t  realise that 

'.-..,. . . ,.. c o u l d  b e  s o  litical a n d  cynical. 

the - . - t h e  r a t e  e r s ,  a n d  n o t  some 
goxtticillors were supposed  t o  represent 

sii 

Lachlan Mabbutt, Gymea Bay 

eat 
nges 

411AKIMrovid in the public gallery 
*Sutherland Shire Council's meeting 
Inadg their feOfigs known over 
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SHARE YOUR VIEW 
The Leader welcomes letters to the editor.. 
Please keep your letters to about 200 %girds 
and Include a daytime phone number for 
clarification. Letters may be cutforspAce, 
clarity or legal reasons. AnotriMousletters 
will not be published. Preference will be 
given to Tettersiduchidiew publication of 
the author's nanufind suburb. 

Council follies 
Justin Gallagher (Your View, August 1) lou  are so 
wrong. I f  it were not for the Leader we would not 
know what the dictatorship called "mayor Suther-land 

Shire Council" was up to. 
The current Liberal-dominated council led by 

councillor Kent Johns is taking no notice of the 
wishes of  the majority ofthe shire. The only peo-ple 

who will benefit from the changes he proposes 
are the developers. 

We have seen what he did to Rockdale and now 
he wants to do it to us. Not only that, but he pro-poses 

to move into state government, and someone 
else will have to clean up his mess. The roads and 
public transport cannot handle the load now; what 
will it be lilw with all the additional development? 
Perhaps someone ■-wc advise how to get the present 
councillors removed. Ns. 

Alan, Oyster Bay 

i z y  i f /  13 

Ilanning frustrationif 
mployment in local government m be tight at 
vsent. I mean, why would any principled council 
l'icer remain at Sutherland Shire Council under 
e current council? 
Having been instructed by council to submit a 
port on a development or project. and having 
ine so in accordance local gmtienamericand 
mincil regulations, only Mate l ibb i r t ees -Dr i s  

rejected repeateclijtm- overturned by coissZ 
id/or 6ent Johns. [they] can only vaander why 
ither1 ithe 

Dennis Destine, Sybania 

ism allowed as an additional 
permitted use. 

The Bangor Residents' Rep-resentative 
Group requested 

the council rezone all of Billa 
Road Peninsula to E3 envir-onmental 

management to 
prevent further expansion of 
Inaburra School. But the 
council report gild the zon-ing 

was inappropriate 
Two major landowners on 

the Kurnell peninsula, Bes-maw 
Pty Ltd and Breen Prop-erty, 

said thelireposed zoning 
in the draft M t  .WOuld result 
in a redircdorfiri:the develop 
merit pOteritial.tif their sites. 

The indesiOn o f  the Bes-maw 
and Breen land in- the 

LEP was deferred for further 
discussion with the  Sydney 
Airport Corporation on the 
appropriate level of residen-tial 

development that would 
be incorporated on the sites. 

St George Community Hous-ing 
objected to the loss of 

development potential of sev-eral 
of their properties at Menai 

which would be rezoned from 
Zone 4 local housing to E4 
environmental risk, which pro-hibits 

dual occupancies. 
But the council said the bene-ii 

f enforcing more stringent 
evelopment controls in high 

bushfire risk areas outweighed 
the need for more affordable 
housing in the Menai area 

By Jim Gainsford 

SUTHERLAND Shire Council 
received 47 specific rezoning 
requests to be incorporated 
in  its draft local environ-mental 

plan 2013. 
These ranged from a 

request by Miranda RSL Club 
to amend the zoning of land 
north of Waratah Park, Suth-erland, 

to build 500 units, to a 
request for more community 
housing at Menai. 

Those accepted by  the 
council have been included 
in the draft-LEP to be exhib-ited 

for public comment. 
Hamraondville Care sought a 

change for a site at 19 Kiama 
Street/88-110 Bellingara Road, 
Miranda, from R2 low density 
residential to R3 medium 
density residential. This would 
be more consistent with the 
site's approved master plan for 
seniors living, which the coun-cil 

agreed to put  on exhibition 
for public comment. 

There were 54 submissions 
opposing the exhibited RE2 
private recreation zoning for 
land owned by t h e  Scouts 
Association at Bournemouth 
Street, Bundeena. It  was 
recommended the  current 
zoning be  retained a n d  the 
land zoned E2 environmental 
conservation, with recre-ational 

camps and ecotour-the 

balls to take on this issue and all the 
vocal, noisy, selfish minorities. 

Now you too will be able to affords 
is unit in the shire, hopefully make some 
o- money on it when its time to upgrade to 

something bigger, then buy a house. 
the Vaughn, online comment 

Liberals' policy 
le I'm a concerned shire resident Con-so 

cerned that the majority Liberal coun-cillors 
are selling off and out the shire to 

developers. 
If the mayor was genuine in his con-cerns 

for residents he would have given 
councillors a week to read through his 

ted 25 (or was it 35) page minute. I fear this 
ad council is being run by one person. 

Ining views 
arming blindside" (Leader, 
t 1). 
haft LEP does not o far enough 
essing the housin hortages of 
re. 
a submissions men oned are 

letters typed by retired million-to 
want to ruin our kids' future 

ve them move out of the area 
Leader has also played a biased 
only advocating the SOS view. 
council was voted by the 

ity, tens of  thousands o f  people 
lon't think it should be intimid-y 

a select few that think they 
le shire. 

Carmel, online comment 

Building needs 
When anti-development types have it 
their way, and sensible development is 
stymied for 15 years, they call it demo-cracy. 

Now the council is finally making the 
necessary plans to ensure we meet the 
housing needs for our future genera-tions 

they call it corruption. 
We wouldn't be in this position ifthe 

shire wasn't so anti-development for so 
long. 

We live in a city, that means big buings 
and lots of people-get over it or 

have a sea change. 
All you young people should be so 

thankful that this council (albeit pushed 
by their Liberal state masters) have had 

Why would councillors ask for spot 
increased density zones when they do 
not even represent that ward? 

FUSSOS, onne comment 

Some democraly 
I also put in. a submission as I have lived 
in the shire for 38 years and final saved 
up enough money to move to Cronulla 
away from the development in Caring-bah 

only to have the LEP changes 
impacting where we are. 

I feel for the council staff-who put a lot 
of  work into reviewing theI FP submis-sions 

and coming up with a recommend-ation 
document only to be overturned by 

mayor Kent Johns (some democracy). 
Alalnant, online comment 
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2 - 7 '  News 

oads `Syd[4 y's most congested' \ 
News 

By Murray Irembath 

SUTHERLAND Shire residents 
battle the highest levels of road 
congestion in Sydney, the final 
report of a $250,000 NRMA study 

Off 
of 

has revealed. lit dill 
Research found car travel times 

between the shire and the Sydney 1111,11; ; 
CBD in peak periods were 25 per 1611111 
cent longer than from similar dis-tance 

centres around Sydney. HO 
The "Get Sutherland Shire mov- 1..1 

lug" report says shire residents 
spend 84 minutes a day travelling. , This compared with 78 minutes a 
day on average in metropolitan 
Sydney, even though average trip 
distances were similar. 

"This shows tha t  Sutherland 
Shire residents on average face 
greater levels of congestion than 
the  average congestion levels 
faced across Sydney," the 
report' ma. 

The study lists an extension of 
the F16 from Waterfall to St Peters, 
including connucdon to the plan-ned‘kreetConnex 

motorway, as the 
No.1 strategy -for dealing with the 
congestion problem. 

Other recommendations include reviewing 
signal phasing and signal co-ordination on 
major roads such-as, .Taren Point Road and 
President Avehtter upgrading Princes High-way, 

Linden Street and Heathcote Road; and 
introducing bus-based, public transport 
improvements to reduce demands for private 
vehicle travel. 

NRMA. deputy-president Michael Tynan said 
"long-suffering shire motorists" needed both 
state and federal governments to act, as well 
as Sutherland Shire Council. 

"We know the F6 Extension will 

i m m e d i - T r a f f i c  flow woes: Morning peak period 
traffic yesterday on Captain Cook 
Bridge. Picture: John Veage 

f f 
'111111ht 16111111; 
1101111 

PUBUC transport was also found to be 
letting down shire residents. 
*While train frequencies and bevel times 
towards the Sydney CBD are comparat-ively 

very good, these benefits have led to 
Strongpatk-and-ride demand at stations 

r..,-.010Mends are not beIng met at 

- ibes and overflow parking into 

LI.,,t.torDerclal and residential areas 
.1 bh consequence, 

, - ermore, the rail system is focused 
r 

S, ps to/from the CBD (and interme-s 
• locations) but the trend is for a 

ditesification of travel patterns which are 
not well serviced by the fixed rail system. 
'Buses are relatively poorly used within 
Suthetiand Shire. With limited services 
and no bus priority facilities, there is little 
Incentive to use these services. 
title giowIng importance of connections 
to Sydney's southern and western subre-ganef 

centres cannot be understated! 

The top five challenges were Identified as 
• insufficient north-south traffic capacity 
• Capacity issues at major intersections 
• Park-and-ride capacity Issues 
• Insufficient bus services and. bus priority for 
trips to subreglonal centres and locally, 
• A growing need fbr community transport for 
an ageing population 

Peak periods 
worst says NRMA 
ately reduce congestion and deliver real bene-fits 

to the community through reduced travel 
times, reduced emissions and less wear and 
tear on vehicles," he said. 

The report says Princes Highway was trying to 
cater for inter-regional, intra-regional and local 
trips "at the same time and in the same space". 

"Other north-south roads such a Heathcote 
Road and Taren Point Road are similarly con-gested 

as there is simply insufficient north-south 
road capacity," it says. 

"At the same time, the limited number of 
north-south routes means that intersections 
with key east-west roads such as President 
Avenue and Kingsway are source points of 
congestion, with heavy turning movements 
focused on these intersections. 

"Long queues in turn bays are common." 



a 
' Beware the—attn nilment • 

Residents o f  Sutherland Shire, you are being duped! On the one hand Sutherland Shire Council has extended exhibition ofthe new LEP, sup-posedly to ensure the public has ample time to con- ; sider this wide-ranging new planning legisl. ation. But at the same time, amendment 20 (which greatly increases the allowable size ofbuildings and reduces the amount ofrequa. ed landscaping in all residentia/ areas) has been hurriedly brought forward to this week. 
Ifpassed (which is the inevitable outcome in our unilateral council), this amendment will become part of  the current LEP. Your comments on the new LEP 2013 will be redundant. Don't let them get away with this attack on our right to have a say t about what type f shire we want for ourselves and our children. Act • WriW, phone or email the•council and say "N endment 20". 

Mimi Gawky and Shire Emrironmeat 

e.-611)E-r RSes cash grab /7/13 

MirandaltSaproposal to build 500 units in Suth-erland 
is nothing but a money-making venture 

with t o  thought to the people of the shire. 
They have thrown in a c o n a k p ( l c e n t  for 

seniors housg,io hoping toplacate • theRSLianineltsuoreikaative) 79 per residential development Ifihis proposal goes ahead the shire will not only have a building out ofproportioato the rest of the 
area but will also lose bushland reserve. The 
money made will only line the pockets of the few. 

Camlyn James, Como 

Road 
Didapec la* week's 2 1  "Sharks 

Sydney's most 

coniested" 
Not asemention of how our c3300:'iiilhan retail 

andreaklentialtown centre" will help manageibe,, 
" ni is,. . from the "limited numberilnorth-south 

(Taren Point Road mentioned here), 
which. "source points of congestion". 

e..) And , • :t about the increase in numbers from 
this newly "integrated oanimunity" and of course 

Greenhills Beach? 
Doesn't matter what you are sitting in— "pos-,11) 

sible shuttle and permanent bus routes identified" 
NI (page 1); "public transport was also found to be 

letting down shire residents" (page 3) — you will 
be sitting for a long time! Camille Valvo, Grays Point 
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By Murray Trembath ..v. 
KENT Johns's turbulent 
year as mayor of Suther-land 

Shire ended last night 
amid allegations of special 
favours being given to 
developers and  friends 
with Liberal Party connec- Cr Kent Johns 
tions. 

Cr Johns did not seek re-election at a spe-cial 
council meeting to choose the mayor 

and deputy mayor for the next 12 months. 

Focus on 'special favours' allegations 
He announced he  had referred the matters, 

which were raised on the weekend in Fairfax 
Media, to the Independent  Commission 
Against Corruption and the Department of 
Planning. 

Cr Steve Simpson was elected the  new 
mayor and Cr Tom Croucher the deputy 
mayor at the meeting, which was scheduled 
before the weekend media reports. 

In a mayoral minute, Cr Johns said he was 
confident that when full investigations were 
undertaken, his actions and those of any 
other councillors would be found to be 
lawful. 

"I should not  be a lightning rod for this 
council and therefore I won't be standing as 
mayor," he said. 

The council voted to ask the Minister for 

Special treats 
By Linton Baser, 
Fairfax Media 

DEVELOPERS, home 
owners and businesses 
with Liberal Party con-nections 

have been 
shown special treatment 
by Sutherland Shire 
Council and its former 
mayor Kent Johns. 

In just 12 months since 
Liberals gained 10 of 15 
seats at the council, it has 
undergone a restructure 
that has led to the sacking 
of its most senior direct-ors 

and the abolition of its 
internal ombudsman. 

Established members of 
independent assessment 
panels have been 
replaced by hand-picked 
candidates while decades 

\ of planni controls have 
been swep away. 

Despite amp aigning 
for his spot o the council 
on a platform of "stop-ping 

overdevelopment," 
Cr Johns, the failed Lib-eral 

candidate for the 

f e d - R a d i c a l  planning rules 

Active in the Uberal Party: 
Matt Daniel. Picture: Nick Moir 

eral seat of Werriwa, has 
pushed through radical 
new planning rules that 
will vastly increase the 
density of building across 
the shire, conferring 
windfalls on a select list of 
property holders. 

At the same time, the 
party has been soliciting 
federal campaign dona-tions 

from developers 
who might benefit from 

Local Government for a full public inquiry. 
Earlier in the day, Cr Johns told the Leader, 

"The matters have to be cleared up, and and I 
don't want to be a distraction from what the 
council needs to do." 

Cr Johns denied any wrong-doing, and 
rejected suggestions he aimed to provide 
"windfalls" to particular developers through 
rezoning proposals. 

He said he  had  never received personal 
gain from his roles on the council. 

COPMNUED PAGE 2 

precisely these changes. 
It is illegal for property 

developers to donate 
funds to state politicians or 
local councillors but there 
are no restrictions on 
donating to federal can-didates 

and their party 
A Fairfax Media investig-ation 

uncovered docu-ments 
establishing Cr 

Johns was secretly assisted 
in drafting radical new re-zonings 

for the shire by 
Matt Daniel, a former 
Sutherland Shire council-lor 

and an undischarged 
bankrupt active in the 
party's backroom. 

Mr Daniel admitted to 
Fairfax Media tha t  he 
advised developers who 
were connected with the 
Liberal Party and at the 
same time encouraged 
them to contribute to Cr 
Johns's federal campaign. 

CONTINUED PAGE 4 

Public inquiry call 
FROM PAGE 1 

CrJohns said he had made "a lot of enemies" 
by "trying to change the culture of the council 
too quickly". 

"I probably upset a 
few/Zoe 

ple and that's 
what is motivating all this" 

Fund-raising concerns denied 
FORMER state MP for Miranda, Graham 
Annesley, denied concerns by some Liberal 
Party branch members overfinances for his 
2011 election campaign had any beating on 
his decision to quit. 

Fairfax Media reported that mom then two 
pars after the election, conference workers 
Were unwilling to sign off on donation disclosure 
forms because of concerns about possible 
developer contributions which are banned. 

'As the candidate I had no role in the financial 
reconciliation of the fund-raising efforts for the 
campaign; MrAnnesley said. 'That was 
appropriately a function of the local executive 
and the party centrally 

'The state director has stated publicly already 
that all accounts from the 2011 election have 
been fully audited! 

Menai MP Melanie Gibbons, a close friend of 
CrJohns, denied receiving special treatment 
when she queried a neighbours development 
application forthe extension of his Woronora 
home. Ms Gibbons said, based on the reply to 
'some simple questions" the mayor asked of 
council staff, she had decided not to object to 
the development application. 



'cal-disaster' 
Fears for fauna and flora 

Pit wildlife: The site was known to Contain (above) ringtail 
possums, eastern long neck turtles and coots (below). 

ly Kate Carr 

'HE South Sydney branch of 
VIBES has condemned the clear-ng 

of the Kirrawee brick pit site, 
!aiming it is an "ecological dis-ster" 

for Sutherland Shire. 
Branch president Michael 
desandro, of Miranda, said the 
ire had been graded down to 
'are soil and criticised Suther-and 

Shire Council for not impos-ng 
a flora management plan. 

"The site is known to contain 
astern long neck turtles, more 
han five species of frogs and 
oads, ringtall and brushtail pos-urns, 

microbats, coots, moorhens, 

ducks and other water birds, 
snakes (wood snakes and red bel-lied 

black snakes) and blue tongue 
lizards," Mr Alesandro said. 

He said WIRES had been denied 
access to the site, and that he had 
grave fears for many of the anim-als 

which had been living there. 
"The management of the devel-opment 

by Sutherland Shire 
Council has been a total failure 
and no provision was made for 
the safe removal of the animals 
before clearing started," Mr 
Alesandro said. 

A Sutherland Shire spokes-woman 
said the developer Payee 

had been fined for removing a 

tree which was thicker than 
100mm and therefore prohibited 
from being cleared. 

She said a number of blue 
tongue lizards had also been relo-cated 

to nearby bushLand. 
"The works have included the 

removal of vegetation comprising 
of weeds and non-endemic spe-cies 

such as the Cape Leeuwin 
wattle, cotoneaster, golden wreath 
wattle, lantana and large leaf 
privet," the spokeswoman said. 

A Payee spokesman said he was 

the site and is working closely 
with Sutherland Shire Council to 
ensure the protection of any nat-ive 

animals," the spokesman said. 
He said site was home to feral 

cats, and clearing had involved 
the removal of many noxious 
weeds. 

"We will continue to do every-thing 
possible to protect natural 

fauna on the site," the spokes-man 
said. 

"Payee is committed to protect-ing 
wildlife during the clearing of 
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1)12(44'77 Development concerns 

The new proposed LEP which has gone eN on public display raises concerns for---,4 ordinary shire residents I t  s e e m s  to noi favour the interests of t h e  development 

r 4•-•if f/ lobby rather than the long 88 ifitem of the commtmity. 
The mayor made serious minute changes to the plan and Whilst pushing his changes tifititigh instead of allowing time for councillor to digest the new proposals. He argues that the Pi ta* ,  were give a m a n d a t e  because oftbeir‘big vote at t h e  council elections last September. This is not quite true. The public is not stupid. The:pm/31e clid not votp 

- 
f i .4E4R49xdopment 

and the further ci ' So ifpeople are not happy with the mayor ' s  changes in the LEP they should express their concerns. apathy prevails and we do and say nothing, the developers * l i m n  riot. 



Councillors lobbied f 
)3 

1■11101.101•0■00.0•11. 

AMONG sites Matt Daniel took a 
behind-the-scenes interest in was a 
major development at 531 Kingsway, 
Miranda. 

He assisted the Tripod ma family in 
their pursuit of the development and 
Fairfax Media established he lobbied 
Sutherland Shire councillors to support 
the project at the same time. 

He said last Friday: "It is my under-standing 
that Mr Tripidina [sic] is a 

supporter of the Liberal Party, I recall 
asking for supportforthe federal 
campaign, however I cannot recall 

risupport 
asking them for financial support for the 
campaign." 

Mr Daniel was assisting Kent1ohns's 
campaign for the seat of Werriwa. 

Santo Tripodina, who together with his 
family is a member of the Cronulla 
.branch of the Liberal Party, declined to 
discuss the site and the family's discus-sions 

with Mr Daniel. 
_Mr Daniel also secretly lobbied Suth-erland 

Shire councillors to support a 
redevelopment at 748-750 Kingsway, 
Gymea, urging them to send the 
proposal to Increase density beyond 

Under way: 531-533 Kingsway, Miranda. 

planning rules to the Department of 
.Ptanning as a-Math-Fa Urge*. 

Mystery surrounds the identity of the 
developer, who put an option on the site 
18 months ago. The owner of the site 
said the developer was "very secretive". 

Rezoning victory windfall 
3y Unton Besser 

, . . 9 1 ° " 1 3  
elected to C Ward An application he lodged in 20i By Unton Besser 

SUTHERLANly Shire councillor 
Hassan Awada is one of a string of 
people lucky enough to have scored 
a windfall rezoning under  the 
Liberal-controlled Sutherland Shire 
Council and mayor Kent Johns. 

In late 2008, Mr Awada, a nascent 
property developer and operator of 
childcare centres, paid $2.25 million 
to buy 33-37 Seaview Street, Cronul-la, 

where an ageing unit block was 
ripe for redevelopment 

Fortune was on his side when Cr 
Johns revealed that Cr Awada's land 
holdings would receive a favour-able 

zoning. 
It was one of dozens of zoning 

changes announced by Cr Johns in 
an extraordinary mayoral minute. 

Instead of a 16-metre height limit, 
the new planning instrument 
would Kly L c i A t y z i a  a 20,-metre 
limit and a bOttelffflibfAINOMI" 
ity limit. 

Cr A w a U 4 o n e  of Cr Johns's Lib-eral 
Party coll'ertgles, having been 

"' elected to C Ward 
in September 2012. 

Another benefi-ciary 
of the new 

planning instru-ment 
was another 

Liberal councillor, 
Hassan Awada Carmelo Pesce. 

They declared a 
pecuniary interest and left the room 
when the draft planning instrument 
came before the council. 

Crs Awada and Pesce denied they 
had held any discussions with Lib-eral 

colleagues to urge them to sup-port 
the rezonings. 

"I can't remember discussing it 
with anybody," Cr Awada said, while 
Cr Pesce said: "I don't want them 
[the affected properties] developed 
because I want to pass them on to 
my kids". 

Midway through last year, before 
the elections that elevated Cr Awada 
to the council and pu t  it firmly 
tinder Liberal control, the council 
approved a $4.8 million redevelop-ment 

of his site. 

An application he lodged in 2009 
(then valued at $3.3 million) had 
been rejected. 

Before joining the council, Cr 
Awada donated $4230 to the Liberal 
Party in 2010 and 2011. 

The donations caused consterna-tion 
for some Liberals because in 

December 2009 it became illegal for 
developers to make political dona-tions. 

Fairfax Media was told that before 
his preselection, Cr Awada was 
questioned by Liberal Party heavy-weight 

Bill Heffernan and others 
about his property activities. 

But Cr Awada declined to com-ment 
on this conversation, main-taining 

it was confidential. 
He said the Election Funding 

Authority formally told him that 
when he made those donations he 
didn't meet  the definition of a 
developer. 

"Maybe after this DA I might 
become a property developer," he 
said, "Until that stage I was not 
deemed to he a property developer." 

Mayor favours 
Lib party figures 
FROM PAGE 2 

Cr Johns said Mr Daniel was one of many 
people from whom he sought advice on 
planning matters. He said he checked that 
MrpanieLdid not have &financial or profes—sional 

interest in the matters discussed. 
Mr Daniel, a property developer, and Cr 

Johns have a long history of fund-raising in 
the shire. 

Cr Johns has defended his actions. He 
admitted it was possible property developers 
had donated to his federal campaign and said 
If he became aware that anyone with a matter 
before the council made a donation, "I would 
want their contributions returned". 

"There were some people that wanted to 
attend functions that had matters before 
Sutherland Council . . . and I advised them 
that it wOuldn't be appropriate," he said. 

Mr Daniel, who has helped raise thousands 
of dollars for the party in recent years, 
remained a senior Department of Planning 
official even after he went bust in mid-2011, 
owing almost $6 million over a controversial 
development in Kiama. 

But the department refused to comment 
on his tenure, its rules on employees enga-ging 

in property development or whether it 
restricted staff who were declared bankrupt. 

Mr Daniel is now the deputy general man-ager 
at the Liberal Party-controlled Liverpool 

Council. Division of Local Government rules 
state that where a senior executive becomes 
bankrupt "their contract of employment is 
terminated immediately under the terms of 
the standard contract of employment". 

Mr Daniel said he had disclosed the bank-ruptcy 
to the council. 

The Herald learned Mr Daniel applied pres-sure 
to Sutherland Shire councillors in the past 

year to support certain development sites. He 
admitted he discussed developments with 
councillors but denied lobbying them and said 
he merely provided an opinion. 



meming..§,Aimmismagrummum 
, Candidate's stand 

Overdevelopment once again has reared 
its ugly head right across the shire. 

Over the past 12 months we've seen a Liberal-controlled council forcing 
through widespread rezonings, more than doubling local building heights and 
densities in Miranda and Gymea, and 
even indicating commercial marinas at 
Kangaroo Point. 

Clearly, the Liberal councillors still 
haven't learnt the lessons of 1999 when 
I turned the blowtorch on their open-slather 

approach to development 
during their years in control from 1995 
to 1999. 

The new local environmental plan 
(LEP) put together by the Liberals can bestke,..c.izscribed as a blueprint for the 

systematic destruction of our quality of 
life here in the shire. 

Residents feel there's no point 
complaining because the Liberals have 
sacked the independent council 
ombudsman, and the O'Farrell 
government's new planning laws will tip 
the balance in favour of the big 
developers. 

Community outrage continues 
unabated over allegations of special 
favours to developers, donors and 
friends with Liberal Party connections, 
alleged rezoning windfalls to a Liberali 
councillor and pressure on council staft 
(Leader, September 24). 

I Yet despite the allegations and the 
tte public outcry e new Liberal may% 

steadfastly reft es to scrap the draft 
LEP and the L ral candidate for 

'ut the house right 
he decision to further extend the 
iblic exhibition of the controversial 
aft Sutherland Shire local 
rvironrnental plan is a classic case of 
Wing the cart before the horse. 
The essential first priority for new 
ayor Steve Simpson and all 
amcillors is not the draft LEP but 
storing the reputation of  the cotmciL 
After all, councillors are supposed to 
present all, and not — as recent media 
ports suggest —just mates who got 
vows, or could make fortunes from 
w council policy 
2,ontinuing to seek opinions on th 
3P, which may be an irreparably 
maged piece of policy, is a waste of 

Miranda— himself a Liberal shire 
councillor from 1995 to 1999 – refuses 
to comment (Leader, September 26). 

I f  elected at the Miranda byelection on October 19, I'll be standing up for the 
shire again, calling the Liberal-controlled 

council and the 0 ' F t r e  II 
state government to account 
state parliament. 

tabor candidatefor Mleaudai 

time. After all, the LEP and the 
processes that produced it must be a fundamental part of the inquiry 
demanded by councillors. 

Some want nothing to change in the 
shire, but realistically, it must change to 
accommodate population growth. 

But it must do so in a manner that 
permits thoughtful, acceptable 
development while retaining as much as possible of  our shire's enviable lifestyle. 

The first challenges of the strength of 
mayor Simpson's leadership will be 
how fast he visits the Minister for Local 
Government and whether he gains the 
demanded full, independent inquiry 
into the workings of  the council over the 
last year. 

He could also start rebuilding 

community trust by immediately 
suspending any further consideration of 
the LEP until after an inquiry is held. 

John Mulcair, Cronulla 

Scrutiny needed i 

a marked decline in the standard of 
shire living. A full, thorough, and 
transparent public investigation must called for immediately 

3 Warwick Kent, Camelia Se 

Hold him accountable 
[hope enough Sutherland Shire 
residents read the Fairfax Media repo to reveal who our council is being rur by Now we know the real reason Cr 
Johns is not running for Miranda is 
because he is under investigation. 

This council was being le# by the 
"developer's friend". 

When is this man goingb held 
accountable? 

Steven, Cromi 

Scrutiny needed 1 1# °1 
• , 

i3 
The recent grave revelations concerning 
the Liberal mayor Kent Johns (Leader, 
September 24) further exemplifies the 
necessity for greater scrutiny ofpersons t holding public office. 

Cr Johns was the former Labor mayor J of  Rockdale and, since being elected to t 
the shire mayoral position, has presided 
over an alarming and uncontrolled raft 
of rule and regulation changes. 

The ramification of  these changes, i f  a they were to be implemented, would see 



LEP revie 
By Murray Trembath 

QUESTIONS over Sutherland Shire's flawed 
draft Local Environmental Plan (LEP) have 
dominated the final days of the campaign 
for the Miranda by-election this Saturday. 

A community cabinet meeting in the 
shire and the resumption of State Parlia-ment 

this week put  the spotlight back on 
allegations of property development 
favours being done by the Liberal-controlled 

council. 
Planning and Infrastructure Minister 

Brad Hazzard met two groups of residents 
to discuss the matters at the community 
cabinet meeting and faced questions at a 

Minister vows to 
look at tainted plan 
public forum at Kareela Golf Club attended 
by about 130 people. 

Mr Hazzard was asked to loud applause if 
he would delay approving the LEP until the 
Independent Commission Against Corrup-tion 

(ICAC) had completed its inquiries. 
He replied he would not  approve the plan 

until it was "reviewed appropriately and 
transparently". 

/7/107/3 

"Certainly, what I will be doing is taking 
away that message and asking how we go 
about making sure this (LEP) is actually 
reviewed appropriately and transparently 
to make sure tha t  whatever is in there 
should be there," he said. 

"We can't always get everyone's agreement 
for what is done in planning; that's not  pos-sible. 

"But what we can get is a sense of integrity 
about the process and I intend to make sure 
that happens." 

Mr Hazzard said he would talk to the 
director-general of his department. 

CONTINUED PAGE 3 

LEP review pledge 
FROM PAGE 1 

I have no intention of approving 
anything until I have ticked off on 
all those boxes, I promise you 
that:' Mr Hazzard said. 

He said he would look at 
whether the Planning Assessment 
Commission was the best body to 
review the LEP, as requested by 
the council. 

The commission had never 
undertaken such a task, he said. 

In Parliament the next day, the 
Opposition quizzed Local Govern-ment 

Minister Don Page over the 
allegations. 

Mr Page urged anyone with 
information to contact the Division 
of Local Government and the ICAC. 

Allegations in relation to code 
of conduct matters at the council 
should be referred to the general 

manager, he said. 
Labor by-election candidate 

Barry Collier said the draft LEP 
should be scrapped and the 
process restarted. 

'Unless we begin with a clean 
sheet shire residents cannot have 
any confidence that the LEP is not 
tainted; he said. 

Mr Collier said the removal of 
the council ombudsman by the 
Liberals and "the appointment of 
hand-picked individuals to their 
planning panels" showed the 
community had no real say in the 
formulation of the LER 

He called on Mr Hazzard to 
himself refer the allegations to 
the ICAC, sack the council and 
apptr ldministrator pending 
the ome of the inquiry. 

Applications get special treatment = M R  =MI 

/ 
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B y  .11 ': Gainsford 

A TGJrAL of 35 development applications 
laun ed in anticipation of Sutherland Shire 
Council's controversial draft planning codes 
are "too far progressed" to withdraw. 

Instead they will be dealt with by a specially 
formed independent committee of planning 
experts. 

T h e  c o u n c i l ' s  draft Local Environmental 
Plan 2013 has been put on hold, with Plan-ning 

Minister Brad Hazzard this week prom-ising i t  w o u l d  b e  " r e v i e w e d  

appropriately and 
t r a n s p a r e n t l y "  f o l l o w i n g  a l l e g a t i o n s  the 

changes f a v o u r e d  developers. 

A l s o  p u t  o n  
h o l d  

w a s  a m e n d m e n t  2 0  t o  the 

council's 2006 LEP 2006. The amendment  made up of an external ii,....ependent chair-sought 
to introduce the proposed changes to person with experience in  planning, an 

zoning, floor space ratios, reduction in land- external advisor, the general manager and 
scaping requirements and nè w foreshore con- two council staff members. 
trols contained in the draft LEE But Councillor Hassan Awada wanted three 

In one of his first actions as mayor, Steve independent planning experts from outside 
Simpson sought to withdraw amendment 20 the council, the general manager and director 
in a September 20 mayoral minute. of planning. 

It was revealed at this week's council meet- Former chairman of the council's Independ-ing 
that  35 development applications ent Hearing and Assessment Panel, Adam 

launched under  the  draft planning codes Seton, was named a possible chair of the corn-would need to be dealt with under an inde- mittee, general manager John Rayner said. 
pendent planning panel "with some urgency". But this was not  acceptable to Cr Awada, 

The make up of this planning panel was the who said that while he was not questioning 
subject of a prolonged debate by councillors. the suitability of Mr Seton, he felt someone Councillor Simpson wanted the panel to be who had no previous relationship with the 

council should be appointed. Mr Awada's 
amendment was carried. 

But the real issue for Shire Watch Independ-ents 
Councillor Peter lbwell was not  the inde-, 

pendent panel members but  what appearec 
t o  be the revival of amendment 20. 

" I t  is unfair to the community to bring bad 
amendment 20," he  said. "It is introduci 
'LEP 2013 by stealth. 

"There is an  element of risk w h e n  
y o u  p u t  in 

a DA on an LEP that is not y e t  approved." 

C r  S i m p s o n  s a i d  a m e n d m e n t  2 0  w a s  not 

b e i n g  revived. 

" T h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  p a n e l  w i l l  l o o k  a t  [the 

D A s l  u n d e r  t h e  2 0 0 6  L E P  s t a n d a r d s ,  without 

t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  a m e n d m e n t  2 0 , "  h e  said. 



By-election lesson 
According to Scott Morrison, the "only 
reason for the devastating by-election 
result was. . . Mr Annesley's resigna-tion" 

(Leader, October 24). 
Whatever planet Scott Morrison is on, 

it's definitely not the same as Barry 
-O'Farrell's. The Premier identified two 
reasons for the loss of the seat—the 
first of which was overdevelopment 

Mr O'Farrell correctly pointed to the 
"activities" ofthe Liberal-controlled 
council, including the serious allega-tions 

referred to ICAC and the deep, 
shire-wide concerns over the proposed 
LEP (Leader, October,22). 

And rather than making a pathetic, 
belated apology for Mr Annesley's mid-term 

resignation, Mr Morrison should 

theleadena 

be up in Eton Street, convincing mayor 
Simpson and his 10 Liberal colleagues 
on Sutherland Shire Council to scrap 
this seemingly tainted LEP and start 
over again with a clean sheet. 

3 1  I •Jr Barry. Collier, Miranda MP 
•Overdevelopment 

In the space ofjust 30 months, the 
swing in the state seat of Miranda has 
changed from 21 per cent Liberal to 27 
per cent Labor. 

To cause such an enormous change 
something alarming has happened and 
it is not the resignation of the former 
MP, Graham Annesley 

Mr Annesley saved Miranda-Caringbah 
from becoming a dreaded 

Urban Activation Precinct where 

res id-ents '  rights to object to a development local government to stop overdev 

would be negligible, meat in the shire. 
Although reductions in fire and TAFE G. Baluk, 

services are of serious concern, the ele-phant 
in the room is clearly overdevel-Modelled 

on the state government's 
planning bill presently before Parlia-ment 

and enhanced by the previous 
mayor's mayoral minute, LEP2015 

11") 

increased fun= building footprints, 
building heights and densities to unpre-cedented 

figures and severely reduced 
areas needed for landscaping. 

Rezoning of family homes to high 
density has been boosted to deliver 
more than double the housing required 
by the Department of Planning 

Residents have delivered „ mandate to 
the incoming Miranda ,;AP and state and 

/3 
Unbiased reporting 

SHARE YOUR VIEW 
The Leader welcomes letters to the editor. 
Please keep your letters to about 200 words 
and includes daytime phone number for 
c lar i f i ca t ion . ' ,maybe  cutler space, 
c lajJoPW istist4:AmAymous letters 
will not b e g i o & - s w i l l  be 
given to knertialith atioi4ibl1cat1on of 
the atithureitame and sublitb. 

Planning probity questions 
Reply to Mr Sam Haddad's letter (Your View, 
October 8). 

Mr Haddad, director-general of the Department 
of Planning and Infrastructure, has thanked the 
people of  NSW for their contributions to the 
white paper on the proposed planning reforms for 
this state. 

However, despite more than 5000 submissions 
made on the government's white paper several 
months ago, the department is yet to release an 
analysis of the issues raised in these submissions 
and how they are being addressed in the revised 
planning bills, scheduled for introduction to Parlia-ment, 

possibly as soon as next week. 
Despite Mr Haddad's words about protecting our 

environment and heritage, the draft planning bills 
allow these vital matters to be overlooked every 
time in favour of  development, including inappro-priate 

residential overdevelopment and mining. 
While the government and the developers are 

happy to see economic growth as the chief driver 
of the planning system, most ordinary people want 
a balance that enhances community well-being, 
preserves our environment and heritage and sus-tains 

the biodiversity upon which we all depend. 
Most people also want to see the risk of  corrup-tion 

in the new-planning laws minimised. ICAC 
has raised serious issues with the government's 
planning reforms, yet the government has 
remained completely silent on how these issues 
will be addressed in the revised bills, if at all. 

Corinne Fisher 
convener, Better Planning Network 

Coniiatulations to the Leader for its coverage of 
the current troubles involving Sutherland Shire-Council's 

Liberal councillors. 
The coverage has been detailed and (as far as I 

can tell) unbiased_ 
I have had great delight in pointing this out to 

friends who have always seen the Leader as apolit-ically 
conservative newspaper. 

Well done! 
William Hick, Engadine 

No warning given 
In reference to the article titled "Troubled LEP on 
Hold" (Leader, October 1). 

A paragraph stated: "I do not believe that news-paper 
allegations should be used to destroy some 

five years' work by the professional planning 
staff". 

As a resident in one of the affected areas, I fmd 
this statement extremely offensive. 

_ 
Over the last couple of years, I have embarked on 

extensive work on my property I f  there was any 
indication of what was being planned, I would not 
have done this. 

There was no indication of  anything until earlier 
this year, when the entire draft LEP was presented 
as a fait accompli! 

The public comments requested since (only after 
an uproar) have been basically ignored The people 
that have planned this wonder why there is such a 
negative opinion of it. 

Maybe they should look at the secrecy that sur-rounded 
it, not to mention the major upheaval 

being forced on those affected. 
The council is supposed to be there to serve its 

citizens. 
I, for one, have no problem with change. But to 

present major changes with no warning and to 
expect people to just accept them is not on! 

Peter, Miranda 

So many questions 
The recent revelations about Sutherland Shire 
Council and particularly about Kent Johns raise 
more questions than they answer. 

The PwC report made a number of recommend-ations, 
so why was the first of  these 

recommenda-thins acted upon the removal of the Ombndsm 
Office and the closing of the Women's Rest 0 
at Cronulla? 

What qualifications did Matt Daniels have t 
seam-senior positions within the NSW gover 
ment and Liverpool Council? 

Did Matt Daniels apply for any recently vac 
positions of senior officers recently sacked by 
Sutherland Shire Council, particularly that of 
of planning previously held by John Brunton-widely 

respected and recognised leader in Ion 
government planning? 

What benefit have or will the people of the 
receive from the restructure recommended by 
PwC? 

A cost benefit analysis should be made pub 
If I have learnt anything after 35 years as a 

servant, 11 of which were as the investigation 
manager lathe council's Ombudsman's Offic 
that decisions must be open to scrutiny and, n 
importantly, be made lathe public interest. 

Decisions must not be made to benefit the 
making the decision, any individual or politic 
group. 

Just a few of the questions I would ask if I \ 
still in my previous position. 

Bromvyn Ryan, I 

Mayor did good job 
I have lived in the shire all my life and am pr 
call it my home. The shire has never looked 2 
clean and tidy as it did when Councillor Ken 
Johns was mayor. 

No political attack should bring down this 
hard-working man. 

Thank you, Cr Johns, for upgrading Princt 
Edward Park and fixing up the Cronullabea 
front. The new extended golf links, entry am 
paths at the Ridge Sporting Complex are als 
great improvement. 

You did a lot in a year as mayor and I thanl, 
Sarah, address a--.4.1d, 

Rubbish spoils view 
The walkways and areas around both ends c 
rein Cook Bridge require frequent collectior 
rubbish. This spoils not only the river but at 
beautiful walks and view 

Diane Hempel, The 



lpler times:KentJohns (left) and Kevin Schreiber aftertheir election as mayor and deputy mayor. 
Picture: John Veage 

plurraylfrembath , 

-standing general 
ma-ILIRLAND Shire Council's 

, 
John Rayner came within 
vote of being dumped 
the job during a dramatic 

• down" with then-mayor 
Johns earlier this year. 
Rayner was "saved" after 

. last-minute intervention 
e shire's senior Liberal, 
ad l Tynan, and a decision 

Kevin Schreiber, who was 
deputy mayor, to change 

vote. 
The revelation comes amid 
iports from numerous 
tirces that an intense power 

zuggle is continuing within 
le Liberal-controlled council. 
Apme Liberal councillors, 
Id by Cr Johns, are in conflict 
rIth senior staff and moder-te 

Liberal colleagues, includ-ng 
new mayor Steve 

ampson, who are described 
LS "the old guard" or the 

anueut %Atm woo., 
fitruptIon (ICAC) has 

lcton 

• 
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Survivor: Sutherland Shire Council general manager John Rayner 
celebrated 30 years of service in January 2012, Picture: John Veage 

narrow 
move 

comment - 
Rayner's co a " 
because it was ..; 
closed council , .cr •-• 
Tynan told the 
not hesitate in supp:,:) 
general manager, who' ••.K!I 
led the role for 31 years. 

"I couldn't believe what 
they were planning to do," he 
said. 

"John Rayner has been  a 
wonderful example to the 
shire and runs a bloody good 
council, even though he has 
had to put up with a few duds 
as mayors and councillors. 

"When I found out at 3pm 
on the day they were going to 
vote, I sent an email in very 
strong terms to all councillors. 

"I don't know if it had any 
Influence, but I was delighted 

ttelor a weilkelliptifinit 
d not have been done the 

Johns Intended, 
co-rn 

—'-'—iCr---Jol#FINIttitli so much 

Mr Tynan:said the last major 
structural reform of the coun-cil 

had occurred while he was 
president. - 

"We achieved it by having 
the management and staff 
working with us and the 
changes were so extensive 
they were copied by many 
other councils," he said. 

Sources said Cr Johns, as 
mayor, asked Mr Rayner not to 
seek an extension of his 

con-Emil sent: The shire's senior 
Liberal, Michael Tynan. 

"Sutherland pia Boys' Club". 
Mernbert of the Johns group 

claint they want to "get the 
shire moving"aand "change 
the culture. tet• the cOimcfl 
to one of a&vie,ii toreeidehts, 
Instead of being inward 
looking", 

I I::rc j 

averted 
tract which was du 

He clairriL... 
"too close td; •,. •:: 
Implement the reforms 
recommended by the Price-waterhouseCoopers 

strategic 
review. 

Mr R a r e r  stood up  to Cr 
Johns ;and sought an 
18-mon1h extension. His 
request' was put to .a vote on 
June 24 and was approved 8-7, 
with Liberals Kevin Schreiber, 
Steve Simpson and John Riad 
among those in favour. 

There was no explanation as 
to why Cr Schreiber told the 
meeting he would vote against 
the contract extension but 
changed his mindj!......istAinutes 
later. 

CONTINUED PAGE 4 

du 

„ . L•i..• • 
gone' • 
lit would dielifoteb,.„fl 
proptiate to comment, 
MOT ICAC tnaktiOtati• 
pni0c7 he 'said. : 
Cijohns said ha weUld,, 
Welcome any inquiry 
would provide 
chance to Vaill 
"I still maintain 1'00 litithilt 
wrongrhe said. "At all times I 
acted in accordance with the 
law apdlese.orad,,...,,,s--.; 

News 
Plan to dump 
GM fails after 
Tynan email 
FROM PAGE 1 

Mr Rayner was not presen 
at the meeting, which wa 
described by one council 
lor as "very tense". 

A number of councillol 
who supported Mr Rayrit 
told the Leader he  WE 
"extremely professional 
and was prepared to call 
out the wishes of the elei 
ted members. 

Some said 
they feared 
t h e  plan was • -;.:41. lacco' 
to replace 
him with for- ,,.• 
mer  shi re  ' 
Cauncillor 
and property 

.veloper 
' *apiel (pictured). 

Ohl& was executi 
' ...■ r at the Liberi 

„ 
'lied Liverpool Cou 

'until his contract IA 
terminated last month. 

He was named as a ce 
ral figure in shire prOpe 
development allegatio: 
which surfaced on the ( 
of the annual shire maye 
election in Septenth 

•, which Cr Johns did i 
I recontest. 

have 
the track] 
tota1he e 
People affillierli olb 
The senior stiffWrth Me In 
way I wanted. 
•Itwatildn'ttja‘te been a, 
pr661611140 'A .4' 1,1,-*1 
but not* I et 
"They were drarrra 
to an organisayi];`,.,7„iiII 

an intotyolli 
cild!'0.91' 

well 
e v e  your say 



Tynan stands firm 
The Leader's front page article 
(November 21) including my comments 
and decision to communicate with all 
councillors to respect the Sutherland 
Shire Council general manager's wish 
for an extension to his emplcytnent con-tract 

has created much interest and 
seeking of  further explanations.' 

h i s  correct that I communicated with 
all councillors encouraging them to vote 
against the former mayor's intent. 

I wrote in my role as a member ofjboo 
Sutherland Shire community and a for-mer 

councillor for 17 years, while also 
serving as mayor/president 

It is true that the plan to sack the gen-eral 
manager and other senior executive 

staff has been rumoured for some time 

and was part of a miscenceived attack 
on council's business structure and cul-ture. 

There is little doubt that most resid-ents 
would agree that a review of  coun-cil 

(or any business) is healthy from 
time to time; but any success achieved 
is only achieved by co-operation, 
mutant directions and respect between 
directors, management and staff. 

It is unknown i f  the Pricewaterhouse-Coopers 
report was the catalyst for the 

former mayor's intent or ifthere was 
fnother, hidden agenda. I confess I was 
alarmed at comments iumotwed to pto-mote 

this course of  action. 
While the PWC report raay have . 

some merit, it has been authored by 
consultants with a commercial bias and 
not experienced in local government. 

More particularly, a lack of feeling 
and knowledge about Sutherland Shire. 

It is not uncommon to ensure reports 
have recommendations to suit given cir-cumstances 

[although] I do ot suggest 
that the PWC report was represen in 
that format. 

I make no apologies for my stand and 
support for the general manger and 
the senior executives of  Sutherland 
Shire Council. 

John Rayner has the "runs on the 
board", is extremely professional and a 
person o f  great integrity. Until recently, 
there has never been a whiff of corrup-tion 

or mismanagement associated with 
the council, for which the general man-age' 

must accept credit. 
Similarly, other senior management. 
Some suggest that the general 

m a n - a g e s  role is next to sainthood. The 
shire's general manager has 31 year 
history and experience; councillors 
mayors come and go, but the gener 
manager remains to ensure direct 
and stability. 

He dispenses apolitical advice an 
reality could be described as the "c 
science" ofthe shire. His principle+ 
refusals to bend to harassment at 
bullying no doubt assisted in creati 
the endeavours to remove him. 

Thankfully, the experienced cow 
lors of various persuasions combir 
defeat this unprincipled attack, wit 
justice and decency prevailing. 

Michael T. Tynan, Suth 

It's overdevelopment 
As usual, Jim Gainsford writes as! 
believe a good journalist should write 

— with the aim of finding the truth 
(Leaden October 31). 

Not only did he present the views of 
the "Johnny-come-lately" group 
BLISS but as well the comments from 
angry residents who do not like to 

receive anonymous leaflets full of 
untrue statements. 

The most blatant untruth is that only 5 
per cent of the shire is up for redevelop-ment 

wider the draft LEP 2013. 
The greatly reduced landscaping and 

increased site coverage prescribed 
applies in all part of the shire. 

These two requirements will irrevoc-ably 
change the leafy open character of 

the shire. 
The huge increase in number and 

heights of flats will ensure a Wolli 
Creek-type character that will spread as 
more and more rezoning occurs. 

The recent Miranda poll is the only 
one that counts. 

Here, the majority supported the can-didate 
who was against all this over-_ 

development (see Barry Collier's 

zra-Lol,t)ta, 

speech in Hansard). Shire residents are 
tioye no fools. G B ik (Your View, October 

31) has said it . Dr Jean ndekkers, Caringbah 

Dump new timetable 
I note the continuing stream of letters 
from people unhappy with the new train 
timetable. 

There is one easy way to fix the prob-lems 
— revert to the old timetable. 

The old timetable had been refmed 
over a number of years and was a very 
good timetable. 

The Illavvarra and South Coast lines 
operate independently from the rest of 
the system so such a course of tion 
would be quite feasible. 

Owen Heldo , Loftus 
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Review expanded 
By Murray 1Vembath 

CONFUSION over terms of reference for 
an independent review of Sutherland Shire local environmental plan (LEP) has been 
blamed on a bureaucratic "stuff-up". 

Initial details released by Planning and 
Infrastructure Minister Brad Hazzard 
included that the inquiry would report its findings only to Sutherland Shire Council. 

After this was reported on the Leader 
website and Miranda MP Barry Collier 
spoke to Mr Hazzard, the terms of refer-ence 

were amended and expanded. 
The main change was that the inquiry 

would report findings and recornmenda-tions 
to Mr Hazzard, meaning the "buck" 

will stop with the government and the 
council won't be policing itself. 

Mr Collier said the initial terms of refer-ence 
did not reflect what he and Mr Haz-zard 

had agreed upon at a meeting. 
However, when pointed out to the min-ister 

he had "sorted it out very quickly," 
Mr Collier said. 

"I have to accept it was one of those 
stuff-ups that can occur an dealings be-tween 

the minister's office and depart-ment]," 
he said. 

Mr Collier said, in particular, Mr Haz-zard 
had agreed for an examination of the 

75 changes made to the draft LEP in a July 29 mayoral minute. 
It had also been agreed any report and 

recommendations should, in the first instance, be made directly to the minister 
and be available to the public. 

Cronulla MP Mark Speakman rejected 
the suggestion Mr Collier's close involve-ment 

in drawing up the terms of reference 
indicated the shire's three Liberal MPs 
had been "sidelined" 

The terms of reference for the review, to 
be conducted by "planning experts" John 
Roseth and Meredith Sussex, are: 
• Assess and advise whether the council 
has prepared the draft Sutherland Shire 
Standard LEP 2013 (draft plan) in 
accordance with the Environmental Planning 
& Assessment Act 1979. 
• Advise on the appropriateness of the 
pnwisions contained within the second 
exhibited version of the draft plan. 
• Examine the 75 changes made to the LEP 
by the mayoral minute No. 6/13-14, dated 
July 29,2013. 
• Undertake public hearings, including oral 
submissions by representatives of 
community groups. 
• Consider submissions and 
representations made during the public 
hearings or received by the panel. 
• Report findings to the minister arising 
from the review. 

"I was consulted with the terms of refer-ence 
and am happy with them," he said. "The whole idea of transparency is not something Barry Collier dreamed up — it was something the council resolved to happen. 

"The aim of the exercise was for the public to have complete confidence in this process. Mr Collier was consulted so that if he had any concerns they could be addressed up front." 

Independent experts to; be called in 

Shire planning 
to be reviewed 
By 

Mlu'rraylerath 11 I I /  
I 

L e 7 t  (76/Z 

By Murray irembath 

THE state government has agreed to an independent review of the contentious 
Sutherland Shire draft local environ-mental 

plan (LEP). 
While the terms of reference have not 

yet been announced, Miranda MP 
Barry Collier was expected to tell Par-liament 

last night he had received an 
assurance they would include scrutiny 
of the 75 changes made to the docu-ment 

in a mayoral minute on July 29. 
Planning and Infrastructure Minister 

Brad Ha77ard confirmed the review after 
a meeting with the newly elected MP 

A spokeswoman for Mr Hazzard said 
the review would be conducted by 
"highly-respected planning experts" 
John Roseth and Meredith Sussex, AM. 

"Mr Roseth is the current chair of the 
Sydney East Joint Regional Planning 
Panel with over 40 years of planning 
expertise," she said. 

"Ms Sussex, a city planning expert 
who in 2011 conducted an Independ-ent 

review of the Barangaroo develop-ment 
for the NSW government, also 

has extensive experience in the public 
and private sectors, predominantly in 
Victoria." 

The spokeswoman said the govern-ment 
was "committed to the integrity 

a n d  t ransparency of  the planning 
system". 

Barry Collier, in his inaugural speech to 
Parliament last night, was expected to 
say he had expressed constituents' 
concerns aboutthe draft LEI? l e a  full 
and frank discussion" with Mr Hazzard. 
He was pleased the.minister had agreed 
to "a full, Independent public inquiry, 
which would give residents every oppor-tunity 

to Make oral and written 
submissions. 
In an earlier private member's statement 
in Parliament,:MrVilier said shire resid-ents 

were ".outMged"-at allegations of 
favours heInggIVO;py the Liberal-°entailed 

couholli 

Draft terms of reference were being 
finalised but t h e  process would 
include a public hearing, which would 
consider representations and any submissions. 

Cronulla MP Mark Speakman wel-comed 
"the extra layer of transparency 

that this brings to the process". 

Have your say 
.conlau 
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Armgaido. to blamezA f c,.. 1 oi 13 
, I feel it is important to respond to Jillian Petetson's 

letter "Don't blame Kent Johns" (Your Met 

k 
November 1 . As a coune 'or during the period of the develop-ment 

of the 2 3 LEP I can attest that much. work 
had gone into t document which was about to be 
released to the public at a council meeting two 
months ago. 

Kent Johns is to blame for the arrogant way he 
used his position as mayor and a mayoral minute to 
introduce extensive changes to the document an 
hour or so before the council had to vote on it. 

He then used his Liberal numbers and Liberal 
aligned independents on council to stifle debate 
and push his changes through without proper con-sideration. 

Mayoral minutes are not intended to be abused in 
this way. 

What councillor Johns should have done was 
defer any decision on his changes for several 
weeks to allow proper scrutiny. 

Just look around and you will see that there are 
already significant changes to planning laws. For 
example the significant development of a property 
two doors down from where I live. 

I received no formal notification about what was 
proposed for the block and now 1 notice that the 
whole block is taken up with fence-to-fence con-crete 

foundations and not a blade of grass. So 
much for floor-land ratios. 

Already builders and developers are doing 
they like without proper council scrutiny and 

h i d - E m a i l  your letters to 
.leadeclettersT) 
fairfaxmedia.com.au 

Writolettors,to: Your View, The Leader, 
PO Box 25, Kooarah, NSW, 2217. 
Fax 9588 8887 

Moderation the key 
Critics of the current Sutherland 
Shire Council are expressing 
alarm at its "overdevelopment 
policies". 

A dozen years ago I wrote of a 
similar council's policies: 

Overdevelopment is a 
community's perception that its 
quality of life is being eroded by 
crowding, by excess of buildings 
and vehicles—which causes 
congested roads, difficult parking, 
noise/air/visual pollution, 
overstretched services and loss of 
trees and urban bushland, 
accompanied generally by rising 
vandalism, insecurity, drug-peddling 

and crime. 
The thrust of the present council 

appears to be mainly high-rise, 
which is the most profitable of 

developer prifeFeh'ees. A few 
recent pro-developer letter-writers 
respond to the critics by saying, 
"You fellows want to stop all 
development". 

But, in fairness, that has never 
been advocated; rather a plea for 
"sensible development" has 
recognised a need for in-filling of 
under-utilised areas, adding 
rooms to houses, adding granny 
flats, perhaps adding one storey, 
and so on, together with limited 
high-rise around rail stations (but 
no skyscrapers, please!). 

Let's keep to the shire's long 
tradition of "green, clean, 
uncrowded, with unspoiled water 
views and inviolable national 
parks". 

or oration: 
Bob Walsho 

R. D. (Bob) Waishe 
Shire Citizen of the Year 

1995, 2010 

( Tell us more II-111 I i3 
So bu.sinessman Robert Giardini is so 
conceined about the shire that he wants 
to both "save" and "protect" it (Leader, 
November 5)7 

We look forward to hearing his pro-posals, 
which I'm sure the Leader 

would be only too willing to print. 
A cynic might say that Mr Giardini 

has simply attempted an underhand pre-emptive 
strike as the front man for 

development interests, or that he is so 
lacking in community consciousness 

1 that by registering these names he is 
only concerned about making a fast 
buck at the expense of those who really 
care about the future of the shire — but 

So come on, Mr Giardini, don't be 
shy. You wanted to use these names, 
let's see you on the front page of the 
Leader outlining your plans. 

Stephen Dixon, Engadine 

dgie argument 
Lam not opposed to building new 
accommodation in any established sub-urb, 

but I am opposed to overdevelop-ment 
and bodgie arguments. 

For example, where I live in Bonnet 
Bay there are some 700 houses, which 
means some 1400 children over a gen-eration. 

Even if they all marry each other, that 
implies that we will need another 700 

where in our shire, and the same logic 
would apply to every suburb. 

Expensive high-rise apartments are 
not going to solve this problem and 
arguing that it will is specious. 

Our children need inexpensive hous-ing, 
given the land here is so expensive. 

Town houses and two- or three-storey 
walk-ups would be affordable, not 
glamorous penthouses with high-rise 
lifts. 

When one sees bodgie arguments 
from BLISS it is reasonable to assume 
bodgie motives. 

Michael Harrington, Bonnet Bay 

Rampant development 

Shire (BLISS) must be kidding! 
(Leader, October 31). 

If they thought the Libs lost Miranda 
solely because of Graeme Annesley 
then they obviously didn't talk to the 
voters. 

By far the biggest concern was the 
rampant development and total lack of 
empathy shown by this council and state 
government. 

I made a comment regarding the LEP, 
deploring rejection of both residents' 
and council staff concerns. Two weeks 
later the stench became too much and 
the papers, including the Leaden broke 
the sorry story. 

Reject BLISS pressure and Save Our 
Shire. 

etted. s t smonne .  Prwmdlks 



Development concerns: Janine Burns on the road that has been upgraded and extended. 
Picture: Use McMahon 

Wen% fear work 
signals housing plan 
By Murray Trembath 

NEW roadworks, land 
clearing a n d  a proposed 
zoning change have raised 
concerns tha t  bushland in 
the Woronora Valley is being 
prepared for a major housing 
development. 

The privately-owned land is 
on  t he  western side of 

YlkOra River, behind 
- ES-tate and  below 

existing homes  a t  Barden 
Ridge. 

Janine Burns, who has lived 
in Shackles Estate since 1983, 
said she and other residents 
had  been  unable  to get 
answers from the  council 
about the land clearing and 
road upgrading. 

She said a narrow, disused 
dirt road, which had provided 
only access to Shackles Estate 
previously, had  been widened 
and extended into bushland. 

Ms Burns said electricity 
lines also have  been 
upgraded, ostensibly to 
improve the  service to 
Shackles Estate. 

All these changes, together 
with rezoning i n  the  draft 
local environmental  plan 
(LEP), suggests the  land  is 
being prepared for develop-ment," 

she said. 
"It's very strange given the 

LEP hasn't even been 
adopted at this stage." 

Another resident said: "It is 
clear the developer has some 
form o f  agreement from 
council and AusgricL" 

But a council spokeswoman 
said the council was not 
aware of any roadworks or 
improvements a n d  it was 
"reasonable for land owners 
to do so to maintain access to 
their properties". 

'It's very strange given 
the LEP hasn't even 
been adopted at this 

1. stage-7— —Janine Burns 

The spokeswoman said that 
under the draft LEE, the land 
would be rezoned E3 envi-ronmental 

management; it is 
now zone 17 environmental 
protection (low impact rural). 

"Under the  standard 
instrument  format (intro-duced 

by the state govern-ment 
to provide conformity], 

there is no zone equivalent to 
zone 17 environmental 
protection," she said. 

"The best fit is the E3 
environmental management 
zone, which has been used 
for land with special 
ecological, scientific, cultural 

or  aesthetic attributes or 
environmental hazards/ 
processes where careful 
consideration and manage-ment 

is required." 
The spokeswoman said the 

land was suitable for "a 
limited range of  develop-ment". 

Permitted uses included 
dwelling houses, bed  and 
breakfasts, boat sheds, envi-ronmental 

protection or 
flood mitigation works, 
heal th consulting rooms, 
h o m e  businesses, home 
industries, recreation areas, 
roads and secondary 
dwellings. 

The spokeswoman said: 
"Simply because dwelling 
houses are permissible does 
n o t  mean  that  it will be 
developed for housing." 

Minimum subdivision 
standards required a 20 
hectare minimum lot size, 
"effectively limiting develop-ment 

potential  to one 
dwelling per lot subject to the 
normal merit considerations, 
including planning for 
bushfire". 

Have your say 

2. 



Represent residents 
Regarding the article "Council split revealed" 
(Leader, November 21). 

Not only did Councillor Kent Johns and his asso-ciates 
want to sack the general manager John 

Rayner and other senior council employees, they 
also wanted to get rid of the council ombudsman. 

With all the problems arising within the council 
there seems to be one common denominator 
Cr Johns. 

Perhaps he is the one who should be sacked. This 
would sort out a lot of the current problems and 
stabilise Sutherland Shire Council. 

Then perhaps the remaining councillors could do 
what they have been elected to do— represent the 
residents who put them there instead of the 
developers or for that matter, the state government. 

Rhonda Wilkinson, Cronulla 

'Gridlock' warning 
Re "NeurlibriSing push" (Leader, 
Decernher 10). The article aboutanother 2000 houses and units at Yarnell must surely alert shire residenkaudirarticularly those in Crontilia, that we ii-efainriginlfic grid-lock mayhem in the near fatine: Add the 2000 together with the 409 houses in the Greenhills Estate, 600 - units at the leagues club, 300 town houses on the Caringbah School site, and then the Cawarra Road industrial estate along with proposed muhi-storey unit blocks in north and south Cronulla andyou have a recipe for traffic strangulation. Just image the situation in the 

morn-ings as thousands of vehicles spill onto Captain Cook Drive in an effort to get over the Taren Point Bridge? Good luck If they want this amount of housing in the area then a tunnel will have to be . built from Kurnell to the city. Warwick Kent, Omaha 
-Pe-k fib I coming 

rWow, another 2000 houses directly under the airport flight path! With that many houses there will be about an average 3000 additional vehicles using the single lane road past Greenhills beach to the intersection with the Sharks and Woolooware High. Let's just hope the houses are required to have double glazing as standard, and 

Properties snapped up 
It's such a shame that shire families don't stand a chance to look at properties before they are f.Y0 snapped up by hungry developers. N,;`,.,,, I received a phone call today asking if I would 
sell my home to a developer (known to the real 

'.., estate agent) along with the next door neighbour's 
' . . . . ,  property, before the house was even photographed 
,..., for advertising. 
•-•.. I fmd it very disappointing that Sutherland Shire 

...efriendly streets into concrete jungles without a 
ouncil is willing to turn quiet, leafy, family-backyard 

in sight 
\ ) F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the fact that families are not even getting a chance to view or make an offer on prop--NJ erties as they are being stalked by greedy 

developers is deeply troubling. 
Greg Scarfe, Sutherland 

that the developers are "encouraged" to duplicate the road from Kurnell to Cronulla. Frank Letterman, hliranda 

Angry Liberal 
I have been a Liberal ii t- voting life but that has c ange' this current state governme Every time the transpo-talkback radio there not aphone call fr-very critical tly longer stop' Not ew 10.30?-' WI/ 



HUGE CHANGES UNDER COUNCIL DRAFT LEP 2013 

Sutherland Shire Council's new Local Environmental Plan which will control all zoning and 
development in the shire is on exhibition for public comment. The proposals in the LEP will 
irreversibly change the character of the Shire. 

1. NO RIGHT OF OBJECTION IF BUILDING COMPLIES WITH THIS LEP.. 
2. 5500 additional high density dwellings within 800 metres of centres more than double 

the target set by the state government. 
3. Unspecified numbers of additional high density dwellings beyond 800 metre radius. 
4. Increased building height and floor space in unit zones. 
5. 4 storey minimum height of units -- 8 storeys the preferred height. 
6. 13,346 square metres of public open space in Waratah Park earmarked for 9 storey 

development. 
7. 3 storey town houses introduced -- 2 storey height limit removed 
8. No minimum lot size for unit, townhouse and dual occupancy developments. 
9. Units and townhouses allowed on single lots. Amalgamation of lots no longer required. 
10. Villas and dual occupancies allowed on internal lots -- will overlook existing backyards. 
11. Torrents title subdivision of dual occupancies permitted. No minimum lot size. 
12. Increases in floor space in all low density zones will allow larger houses (with bigger 

footprints) and smaller backyards. 
13. (Green) landscape area requirement reduced from a range of 40% - 55% to 25% - 30% 

in all residential zones providing no room to plant trees. 
14. The largest increase in permitted house size and largest decrease in landscape area 

are in waterfront and environmentally sensitive areas. 
15. Adverse impacts from increased floor space together with reduced landscape area 

• Loss of Shire's tree canopy 
• Less green screening between buildings 
• Loss of privacy and amenity 
• Increased heat in urban areas not absorbed by trees 
• Trees around the shire waterways replaced by larger houses and more waterfront 

structures degrades scenic beauty of foreshores 
• Loss of trees able to link with bushland as wildlife corridors 
• Less water absorption 
• Greater run-off into council drainage system 
• More pollution into creeks and rivers. 

SELECT ONE OR MORE ITEMS FROM THE LIST. WRITE YOUR LETTER AND SEND 
OBJECTIONS TO THE GENERAL MANAGER, LOCKED BAG 17, SUTHERLAND 1499 
BEFORE 1/5/2013. CONTACT COUNCILLORS. 

Email addresses for all councillors are listed on our web site, 
saveourshire.org.au 


